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Modern  QUACK; 

OR,  THE 

Phyfical  Importer, 

DETECTED. 

In  Three  Parts* 

I.  Expofing  their  Qualifications  and  Reftie- 
dies* 

II.  Proving  the  Infufftciency  of  the  Latter 
to  Anfwer  what  is  propoled  by  them. 

III.  Unfolding  their  Nature  and  ill  Court* 
quences. 

\V  I  T  H  A 

Supplement,  difplaying  the  pr efent  Set 
of  Pretenders  to  Clap-curing,  giving  Judg¬ 
ment  upon  Urine,  &c.  in  which  their  Frauds 
and  Abufes  are  laid  open  $  Rules  alfo  to 
know,  and  Cautions  againft  them. 


To  which  [for  the  farther  Security  of  the  Sick  of 
any  fort]  a  Catalogue  is  annexed  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phylicians,  re¬ 
siding  in  and  about  the  Town,  with  the  Places  of 
their  feveral  Abodes  or  Habitations. 

By  a  London  Physician. 

LONDON i. 

Printed  for  jf.  Roberts  near  the  Oxford  Arms  in 
War'wtcJ^Lane.  1718. 

To  the  Worshipful 

'  ’  IS'  V  -  /  i  *  \ 

Dr,  John  Bateman 5 


Prefident  of  the  Royal  Col-* 
lege  of  Phyhcians  in  Lm* 
don . 


SIR, 

I  cannot  think  my 
felf  Angular  in  remark- 
inS  the  growing  Bold- 
’  ne^s  ■Q3acks  and  Em* 

prics}  nor  of  the  daily 
Mifchief  thereby  accruing  to  many 
of  his  Majefty’s  good  Subjects,  fa 
I  dare  fay,  I  have  at  leaft  the  tacit 
Content  and  Approbation  of  every 
Member  of  our  renowned  College' 

As  ter 
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to  my  honeft  Endeavours  for  re¬ 
forming  their  Abufes. 

The  Defign  then,  itioft  learned 
Prefident,  of  the  following  Pages, 
is  in  all  well-meaning  [and  a  plain- 
nefs  of  Stile  luited  to  their  Under- 
ftandings]  to  fet  before  Mens  Eyes, 
the  great  Danger  they  incur  by 
meddling  with  any  Medicines  [let 
their  Titles  be  never  fo  fpecious] 
fold  in  divers  Parts  of  this  City  at 
Tradefmens  Shops,  and  which  are 
indeed  no  other  than  fo  many  Baits 
laid  to  defraud  them  of  their  Mo¬ 
ney,  if  not  to  cheat  them  of  their 
Lives,  which  [as  I  have  made  ap¬ 
pear]  too  many  of  them  have 
done;  and  farther,  that  no  great 
or  powerful  Medicine  can  be  pre¬ 
par’d,  but  that  if  taken  in  this 
way  of  publick  Advertifement  in 
News-Tapers ,  or  diftributed  by 
Bills,  either  given  into  their  Hands, 
or  parted  upon  Polls,  altho’the  niceft 

Directions 
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Directions  that  can  be,  are  deliver’d 
therewith,  yet  will  the  fame  be 
liable  to  do  more  Harm  than  Good. 

Thefe,  Sir,  with  fome  few  of 
the  Knavilh  Practices  of  our  Mo¬ 
dern  Cheats  and  Phyfical  Impoftors , 
are  drawn  up  in  as  Ihort  a  Com- 
pafs  as  I  could,  that  our  common 
People  [being  apprifed  of  the  Dan¬ 
ger]  might  the  more  eafily  avoid 
the  Snare. 

The  common  People  did  I  fay? 
I  might,  I  think,  have  included  all 
Orders  and  Degrees  of  Men,  fince 
we  find  oftentimes  thofe  of  great 
Fortunes,  and  as  great  a  Share  of 
llnderftanding  in  other  Matters, 
have  been  this  way  impos’d  on  as 
much  as  others. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  llnconcern- 
ednefs  of  nioft  Men  about  Thy  fecal 
and  Anatomical  Subjects,  and  fo 
wild  their  Ideas  of  the  Parts  of  their 
own  Bodies,  and  the  manner  of 

A  3  any 
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any  Medicine  working  its  Effects 
therein,  that  even  the  greateft  Mi- 
ftabes,  both  in  the  Theory  as  well  as 
Trad  ice }  are  fwallowed  by  them 
without  Heiitation. 

If  it  were  not  fo,  with  what 
Face  could  we  believe  fome  of  our 
villainous  Pretenders  of  this  fort, 
upon  fight  of  their  Water,  fhould 
confidently  tell  them  [  as  I  have 
had  it  from  the  Perfons  Mouths  that 

i  '  f  *  ■ 

were  fo  beguil’d  ]  their  Livers  being 
difplaced  were  fallen  upon  their 
Lurgs ,  occafioning  thereby  great 
ftraitnefs  of  their  Breath,  or  that 
thefe  latter  were  entirely  wafted  ; 
that  their  Spleen  and  their  Heart 
were  grown  together,  giving  rife 
to  Melancholy,  Wind,  and  Va¬ 
pours,  and  Hopping  the  Courfe  of 
their  Blood  ;  that  their  Kidneys 
were  fallen  quite  down  into  their 
Bladders ,  and  Hop’d  their  Urine, 
With  twenty  the  like  Abfurdities;  all 

which, 
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which,  however,  by  their  Skill  and 
Remedies,  they  undertake  to  help 
and  reaify.  In  few  Words,  have 
we  not,  by  common  Converfation 
with  them,  great  Reafon  to  think 
that  the  Generality  have  little  other 
Notion  of  their  Stomach  and  Bowels, 
than  the  one  meerly  as  a  Bafon  to 
receive,  the  other  as  a  Pipe  or  Pipes 
only  to  convey  off  what  is  left  of 
the  Contents,  the  reft  being  diftn- 
buted  they  know  not  where  nor  how; 
and  thus  if  any  Remora  or  Stop 
happens  to  the  hr  ft,  a  lufty  Vomit 
wi.l  Pump  all  up  again,  or  a  ftiong 

Horfe-drench  forcing  dow n  the  t  lug, 
clear  the  offending  Matter  lying  in 
the  way,  and  together  carry  all  be¬ 
fore  it:  Thus  both  the  Lungs  and 
Stomach ,  which  they  think  [many 
of  them]  to  have  the  lame  com¬ 
mon  Funnel  or  Paffage, .  aie  fulfi- 
ciently  provided  for ;  oi  if  the  Or- 
fence  be  got  farther  into  the  Blood, 

A  4.  the 
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the  next  work  is  to  roaft  the  Patient 
with  fome  burning  Cordial  or  Spi¬ 
rits,  or  by  fome  Theriacal  Compofi- 
tion,  ftifling  him  in  his  Bed,  to  force 
an  intempeftive  Sweat :  Now  he 
that  can  anfwer  thefe  three  fuppo- 
fed  Indications,  is  dubb’d  [at  lea  ft 
in  his  own  Conceit  ]  a  famous 
Debtor  ;  and  who  can  be  long  to 
feek  for  fomewhat  that  will  Vomit^ 

! “Purge ,  or  Sweat ,  that  can  but  pur- 
chafe  either  Culpeper  or  Salmon ,  I 
need  not,  I  am  fure,  acquaint  you  ; 
nor  yet  how  fatally  all  three  have 
been  Experimented  by  fome  impu¬ 
dent  Intruders  on  the  Medicinal  Pro¬ 
vince. 

The  Cafe  now  ftanding  thus,  and 
a  long  Experience  having  made  it 
man  if  eft,  that  a  Ample  Detection  of 
the  Fraud,  without  Coercion  upon 
the  Delinquent,  is  inefficient  to 
rebtify  the  Diforder,  and  fecure  the 
People  from  being  thus,  as  it  were, 

facrificed 
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facrificed  by  unskilful  Pretenders 
to  Thyfich.  Unto  whom  is  it  we 
can  apply  for  Redrefs,  unlefs  to . 
you  the  learned  cPrcfident  of  that 
Faculty,  who  together  with  the 
Cenjors ,  have  full  Power  inverted  in 
you  by  the  Legijlature ,  conferr’d  by 
Kings  and  Queens,  his  Majefty’s 
Predeceffors,  and  confirm’d  by  the 
declar’d  Opinions  of  the  beft  and 
greateft  Judges  and  chief  Juftices 
of  their  feveral  Reigns. 

This  Power,  I  fay,  you  have  to 
punifh  all  fuch  dangerous  Inter- 
ineddlers  in  Medicine  with  Fines 
and  Imprifonment  ;  and  the  fame 
being  executed  in  fome  latter 
Reigns,  many  Scores  of  thefe  Em~ 
pirical  People  were  thereby  fup- 
prefs’d,  to  the  great  Advantage  of 
the  Publick,  on  whom  many  of 
them  had  moft  egregioufly  impo- 
fed :  And  furely,  we  of  this  pre- 
fent,  have  as  much  Reafon  as  our 

Anceftors 
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Anceftors  to  complain  of  their 
'Male-Dr  aHice  :  So  Epidemical  is 
this  Plague  become,  and  fo  notori- 
ou fly  Impudent  the  Venefici ,  that 
not  content  to  Poifon  us  in  private, 
they  have  now  their  Magazines  or 
Store- houfes  in  fundry  Parts  of  the 
Town,  where  their  Trumpery  is 
deliver’d  out,  and  when  a  Mifcar- 
riage  [as  often  will]  falls  out ;  we 
are  fo  far  from  having  Redrefs,  as 
to  find  it  very  difficult  fometimes 
to  know  the  Authors  of  our  Ruin  ; 
-yet  thefe  1  mu  ft,  notwithftanding, 
account  the  modeller  Sort  of  our 
Modern  Manllayers,  whilft  others 
more  bare-faced,  bid  open  Defi¬ 
ance  to  the  Laws,  Pome  •  of  them 
afifuming  the  Title  of  Graduates  of 
our  own  Universities  ;  nay,  one  of 
them,  not  long  fince,  in  a  publick 
Bill,  had  Afluranre  to  ftile  himfelf 
a  regular  Phyfician,  as  would  ap¬ 
pear  by  his  "Diploma  from  the  Col¬ 
lege  ; 
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lege  ;  when  upon  tracing  his  Ori¬ 
ginal,  I  was  told  he  had  been  few 
Years  before  a  Scrivener’s  Appren¬ 
tice,  and  running  away  from  his 
Mafter,  the  next  News  that  was 
heard  of  him  in  the  Family  was 
this  of  his  letting  up  for  a  Doctor  ; 
but  underftanding  there  was  an  Or° 
der  for  his  being  Profecuted  by  the 
College,  we  have  heard  no  more 
of  this  College  '"Diploma ,  tho’  ftill 
with  his  wonted  Impudence  and 
Effrontery  he  goes  on  to  Pra&ice, 
to  the  undoing  of  many  unhappy 
Perfons  falling  into  the  Snare  he  is 
as  continually  laying  for  them. 
There  are  two  others  of  the  fame 
roetall’d  Fronts,  have,  1  am  in¬ 
form’d,  by  fome  Means  or  other 
[I  muff  leave  your  honourable 
Board  to  enquire  what]  procur’d 
a  llniverhty  Seal,  1  think  fiom 
Scotland ,  with  which,  the  better 
to  cloak  their  Knavery,  they 

Vaunt 
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Vaunt  and  Strut,  as  if  the  M.  2). 
would  fcreen  them  from  your  Dif- 
pleafure,  and  juftify  their  Preten- 
Hons,  which  are  fo  trivially  found¬ 
ed,  that  whenever  it  (hall  pleafe 
you  to  fend  forth  your  Citation, 
or  convene  them,  you  will  find 
them  entirely  ignorant  of  the  F««- 
damenta  Medicine  •  and  tho’  one 
of  them  in  publick  Bills  under¬ 
takes  to  cure  all,  yet  is  he  unable 
truly  to  define  any  one  Diftemper. 
The  reft  of  thefe  ftroling  Vagrants 
being  ask’d  by  what  Authority 
they  thus  take  upon  them  to  meddle 
in  Tbyfick ,  will  immediately  pro¬ 
duce  their  Patents,  their  Graces 

the  A -  B - ’s,  at  leaft  fome 

other  their  L— — ’s  Licences  for  fo 
doing. 

JNow  as  it  would  be  too  harfh 
an  Expreffion  to  let  fall,  or  even 
to  furmife,  that  thefe  noble  Per- 
foliages  fhould  grant  Licences  to 

deftroy 
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deftroy  Mankind,  yet  is  it,  tho’ 

not  intentionally  their  L - s  Aim 

[far  be  fuch  aThoughtfrom  us]  cer¬ 
tain  however,  fuch  Mifchiefs  have 
rifen  thereby ;  and  we  are  not 
wanting  of  Proof,  that  thefe  Pri¬ 
vileges  have  been  employ’d  to  the 
depriving  certain  Perl’ons  of  their 
Lives,  as  furely  [it  may  be  not  fo 
fuddenly]  as  if  the  fame  had  been 
taken  away  by  the  Sword  or  Pi- 
ftol. 

Once  again  then  let  us  Requeft 
you,  moft  worthy  Drefident ,  no 
longer  to  ftand  by  as  an  uncon¬ 
cern’d  Spectator  of  thefe  growing 
Mifchiefs,  but  by  the  Aid  of  the 
learned  Cenfors ,  to  call  for  fome, 
at  lead,  of  the  moft  notoriousTranf- 
greffors  of  .your  Statutes  and  the 
Laws  of  the  Land  ;  fupprefs  thefe 
intolerable  Licences ,  and  vacate 
their  furreptitious  ‘Diploma* s,  in¬ 
flicting  condign  Punilhment  upon 

the 
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the  ieveral  Offenders  ;  without 
which,  in  few  Years  time,  the 
Subject  will  be  at  a  Lofs  where  to 
apply  for  Help,  and  fall  into  the 
Hand  o  an  ignorant  Quack^  whilft 
he  thinks  himfelf  applying  to  an 
underhand ing  Phylician. 

5  i'is  for  you  Gentlemen  to  Cure, 
whilld  we  can  but  difcover  and  lay 
open  the  Evil  ;  and  1  dare  fay, 
were  but  half  a  Score  only  made 
to  feel  your  juft  Indignation,  the 
reft,  like  Owls,  would  (hun  the 
Light,  or  betake  themfelves  to 
their  firft  and  more  proper  Occupa¬ 
tions  ;  than  which,  certainly  a 
more  acceptable  Piece  of  Service 
never  was,  nor  can  be  done  for  a 
Commonwealth. 

So  fenlible  hereof  was  the  Go* 
vermnent  in  that  peaceable  Reign 
of  King  James  i.  that  [  as  your 
FredecelTor  Dr.  Goodall  recites  in 
his  Hiltory  of  the  College  ]  a 

Warrant 
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Warrant  was  fent  down  from  the 
Council  to  all  Magiftrates  in  the 
City  of  London ,  to  take  op  all 
reputed  Empirics  and  ghiack r,  with 
other  Offenders  of  this  .Nature,  and 
to  bring  them  before  the  Cenfors% 
to  fee  how  they  were  qualified  to 
be  trufted  either  with  the  Subjects 
Limbs  or  Lives.  Some  Years 
after  which,  the  King  himfelf  fent 
his  Letters,  both  to  the  Trefident , 
as  well  as  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen ,  of  the  like  Import,  viz. 
to  take  Care  that  the  Citizens  of 
London ,  might  not,  by  any  Wiles 
or  Snares  [as  now  a- days]  laid  for 
them  by  broken  Tradefmen,  or 
other  Impojlors ,  calling  themfelves 
Dodors,  fall  a  Prey  to  their  Igno¬ 
rance  ;  but  that  th zTrefident  Ihould 
punifh  them,  according  to  the 
Power  and  Authority  he  himfelf 
had  granted  them;  which  Power, 
till  it  fhall  pleafe  you  to  exert  for 

the 
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the  juft  Chaftifement  of  Tome  no¬ 
torious  Offenders  [  all  I  can  do 
more  towards  the  reforming  the 
Grievance]  it  may  not  be  amifs  that 
I  fhould  here  tranfcribe,  that  thofe 
who  have  never  feen  your  Charters , 
nor  the  A£ts  by  which  the  Royal 
Conceffions  therein  granted,  have 
been  made  and  eftablifti  d  as  fo 
many  Statute  Laws,  may  have  no 
Caufe  to  plead  Ignorance,  either  of 
the  Neceffity  of  your  Seal  to  a  Li¬ 
cence  [if  they  are  upon  Examina¬ 
tion  found  qualify’d  for]  or  the 
Penalty  they  incur  of  Praftifing 
without  the  fame. 

To  this  Purpofe  then,  among 
many  other  Privileges  and  Immu¬ 
nities  granted  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Thyficians'  in  London,  lefs  material 
to  enumerate  in  this  Place,  I  find 
thefe  following,  more  particularly 
relating  to  the  Subject  in  hand,  E- 
na&ed. 


1,  That 
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#■  : 

I.  That  no  V  erf  on  prefume  to 
praBife  Phyfic  within  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  fevcn  Miles  adjacent ,  with * 

■  but  Licenje  from  t  he  College^  under  the 
Penalty  of  Forfeiture  of  ten  Pounds 
per  Month ,  during  the  Time  of  fuch 
PraBice ,  with  Imprifonment  till  fuch 
Sum  or  Sums  are  paid  as  aforefaid. 

a.  That  no  Peffon  prefume  to 
praBife  in  any  part  of  the  Kingdom ; 
except  Graduates  of  Oxford  or 
Cambridge^  under  Penalty  of  five 
Pounds  per  Month ,  with  Imprifon¬ 
ment  f  ill  as  bef  ore . 

3.  That  whoever  (hall  adminifler 
any  dangerous  “Drug  or  Medicine 
whereby  Life  may  be  endanger'd ,  fhall 
likewije  forfeit  ten  Pounds ,  and  be 
imprifoned  fourteen  Pdays^  or  (fieri 
till  fuch  Fine  k  fatisfy’d . 

Thefe  you  know.  Sir,  are  fome 
of  the  Privileges  which  have  beeii 
gfaUted  to  this  llluftrious Body;  and 
when  fome  refractory  Perfons  [as ! 
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find  there  have  been  many]  have 
flood  the  Con  left  with  them,  the 
College  I  perceive  have  ft  ill  juftified 
their  Power,  and  caft  their  Adver- 
fa ries,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  gi¬ 
ving  Judgment  on  this  wife,  (viz.) 

That  the  College  have  a  fufficient 
Authority  to  Fine  and  Imprifon ,  and 
that  he  bimfelf  could  not  Bail  or  De¬ 
liver  their  Drifoner. 

That  no  Licence ,  whether  from 
Arch-Bifhop  or  Bifhop ,  or  other  Der- 
jonage  whatever ,  is  valid  in  Law,  or 
can  jufiify  the  T erf  on  praBifing. ,  who 
has  not  the  College  Seal  and  there¬ 
fore  [fo  little  Pretence  has  any 
common  Empiric  to  this  Privilege] 
that  no  Graduate ,  even  of  our  own  U- 
niverfities ,  however  Learned  a  Bhy- 
fician  or  DoBcr.  may  praBife  in 
London,  or  within  fcven  Miles 
without  firfl  being  examind  by  the 
College ,  and  obtaining  of  their  Li* 
cence. 

This 
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N, 


This  lafff,  however  Sufficiently 
determined  [as  one  might  have 
thought]  by  former  Recoveries,  has 
not  wanted  a  late  Dispute,  and  a 
like  Ter  did  in  the  College  favour ; 
but  paffing  that  which  in  all  likeli¬ 
hood  may  never  be  any  more  dis¬ 
puted,  I  lhall  crave  your  Patience, 
whilft  for  the  farther  Information 
of  thefe  bold  Intruders  upon  the 
Phyficians  Office,  I  give  them  to 
mnderftand  what  is,  or  has  been 
imply’d  by  Tradice^  and  the  Seve¬ 
ral  forts  of  Offenders,  that  hereto¬ 
fore  were  punifffd  for  the  fame. 

Jn  this  number,  belides  thofe, 
who  openly  acknowledg’d  their  gi¬ 
ving  of  Medicines*  I  find  jeveral 
■pretending  to  heal  by  Charms^  and  other 
juch  like  Fooleries  j  thus  in  King  £</= 
ward  the  Vlth’s  Reign,  one  Grig,  a 
Foulterer  in  Surry,  being  hereof  Con - 
vided, ,  and  having  after  this  manner  vm- 
pofed  on  jeveral  \ People ,  was  by  an  Or- 

a  2  der 
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der  of  Council ,  Jet  on  a  Scaffold  in 
the  Japan  of  Croydon,  with  a  Paper 
on  his  Breafl ,  denoting  his  Crime  of 
Cheating  by  means  of  thefe  hypocriti¬ 
cal  Actions  j  after  that ,  he  was  fet 
on  a  Pillory .  in  the  Pair-time  in 
Southwark,  when  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  riding  through ,  the  Jaid 
Impoflor  ask’d  publick  Forgivenefs . 

Others  under  the  Pretence  of  be¬ 
ing  feventh  Sons ,  either  falfe,  or 
truly  fo  y  and  thus  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  an  Order  was  fent 
from  above  to  the  College ,  to  take  into 
their  Examination  one  Leveret  a 
Gardiner ,  who  under  this  Pretence 
had  abufed  feveral  ignorant  Perfons . 
fame  of  them  altho’  of  good  Condition . 
and  to  pumfh  him  according  to  his  P)e~ 
jerts  •  like  wife  one  Blank,  Chandler , 
and  Burton,  for  Offences  of  the 
fame  or  the  like  Nature. 

Others,  under  the  Guife  of  For* 
time 'telling.  Art  Magich ,  helping  to 
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ftolen  Goods ,  he.  and  thus  one 
Lamb  jetting  up  for  a  Do or  [a  bold 
and  notorious  limp  ir  if  having  pro¬ 
cur'd  large  Sums  of  Money  of  Derfons 
oj  great  Worth  and  Quality  ;  /bowing 
them  Delufeons  with  a  Chryftal  ;  what 
Husbands  or  Wives  they  were  to  have  ; 
hilling  alfo  divers  Deogle  with  his 
dangerous  Mediepigi^  was  at  lafi  fo 
ingenious  as  to  acknowledge  he  knew 
nothing  at  all  ofThyfc ,  but  to  colour 
his  Cheats ,  gave  any  thing  he  had 
read ,  or  had  been  told  oj ;  when  up¬ 
on  promife  of  Pardon,  he  confefs’d 
as  to  his  fuppofed  Magick  and  Conjura¬ 
tion^  what  he  did  were  mere  Tricks , 
Trifles  and  Fooleries ,  to  gull  the 
fimple,  get  Money ,  and  make  Gentle¬ 
men  merry.  One  Read  and  Wood - 
houfe  were  pun  idl’d  alfo  for  the  like 

Pra&ices. 

% 

Others  again,  for  affuming  to 
give  'judgment  upon  Urine  or  to 
find  out  all  Dijeajes  rneerly  by  fight 
>  a  g  thereof  j 

i,  t 
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thereof ;  and  thus  one  Jenkins  was 
puntfh’d  for  cheating  People  after 
this  manner;  and  a  very  remark¬ 
able  Piece  of  Juftice  [1  wifh  our 
Urinc'Caflers  would  take  Notice  of 
it]  I  find  in  Stow,  executed  upon 
one  of  thefe  Offenders,  who  was  fet 
on  Horfcbach,  his  face  to  the  Horfe 
Tail ,  which  he  was  to  hold  in  his 
Hand  inf  e ad  of  a  Bridle ;  he  had  a 
Collar  of  Urinals  about  his  Neck ,  a 
ffihetjlone  on  his  Breafi ,  and  fo  be¬ 
ing  led  in  a  mock  T humph  through 
the  City ,  was  after  Bani fif'd. 

Lafiljf  [  that  I  may  not  detain 
you  longer  ]  feveral  others  for  pofi* 
ino  up  Bids .  and  givmo  them  about 
Streets ,  wherein  they  undertook  to 
Cure  one  or  mors  Difiempers :  Like- 
wife  for  writing  over  their  ‘Doors,  or 
putting  cut  Advent  foments,  that  at 
juchVta  ces  fnchar  [uchMediciv.es  were 
to  be  fold  for  fuch  or  fitch  Difiem- 
fer si  thus  one  Fairfax  was  fined 

and 
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and  imprifond  for  doing  great  ‘Damage 
to  fever al  ‘People,  with  what  he  call'd 
his  Aqua  Cceleftis.  One  Anthony? 
with  his  Aurum-potabile.  One 
Fofter,  for  felling  a  Powder  for  the 
Green  Sickncfs.  Arthur  Dee,  for 
advertifing  Medicines ,  with  which  he 
pretended  the  People  might  cure  them- 
f elves  of  all  Difeafes.  One  Tenant 
a  Urine'Cafier ,  for  felling  his  Pills  at 
fisPounds  a  Pill }  and  other  Medicines 
as  extravagant*  with  which  he  had  dc~ 

O  *> 

flroy'd  fevered,  and  bubbled  others  out 
of  large  Sums  of  Money.  One  Aires 
for  felling  his  purging  Lozenges  or 
Sugar 'plumbs.  One  Hunt  for  jetting 
up  Bills  at  the  Corners  of  the  Streets 
for  the  cure  of  divers  Difeafes.  One 
Phillips  a  Dif  iUer,  for  felling  his 
Strong'waters  with  Notes  of  Dire fh - 
ons  what  they  were  good  for ,  and  how 
the  People  fhould  take  them. 

Thefe,  with  a  large  Catalogue 
of  the  like  Offenders  [both  Men 

a  4  and 
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and  Women]  having  kill’d  Tome 
with  their  improper  and  dangerous 
Medicines,  and  cheated  others  of 
their  Money  ;  fome  to  their  utter 
undoing,  were  fin’d  and  imprifon’d 
according  to  their  Grimes,  and  all 
of  them  interdicted  PraCtifing  for 
the  future.  In  a  word,  fo  careful 
were  thefe  Guardians  of  the  Sub¬ 


jects  Welfare,  as  well  as  of  their 
own  Immunities,  that  ftriSl  Orders 
mere  fent  to  all  the  Sellers  of  phyjical 
Ales,  to  examine  and  fee  that  no  un- 
wholjome  or  dangerous  IDrug  mas  put 
therein ,  whereby  the  People  might  re - 
cave  Prejudice ,  the  Receipts  being 
brought  before  than  for  their  Appro¬ 
bation.  Furthermore,  I  obferve, 
that  by  the  occafion  of  one  Crom¬ 
well  having  poifon  d  his  Majler  with 
Ratsbane  convey’d' into  a  Bolus,  which 
was  fent  him  by  the  Apothecary  ",  the 
College  mofl:  humbly  intreated ,  that 
for  the  publick  Safety ,  his  Nlajefty 
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tpould  ijfue  out  his  Royal  Proclamation^ 
fir  icily  forbidding  all  Grocers ,  Drug* 
oifisy  Apothecaries  and  Chsmifis ,  to 
P  any  Ar[cnic1  uichfilver ,  Subli¬ 
mate ,  ‘Precipitate ,  Opium ,  Colomi.n- 
tida ,  Scammony ,  Hellebore ,  or  other 
dangerous  Medicaments ,  to  a//  Stran- 
gers  or  others  mho  mould  not  give  in 
their  Names ^  the  places  of  their  A' 
bode ,  cmrf  t/ae  Occafions  for  which  they 
wanted  fuch  fort  of  Drugs, 

I  have  inferted  thefe  out  of  an 

*  *  _  >  * 

hundred  Examples  1  could  produce, 
that  all  fuch  kind  of  Offenders  may 
be  render’d  inexcufable,  whenever 
it  lhall  pleafe  you  to  cite  them  to 
appear ;  and  in  thus  doing,  I  have 
done  no  other  than  my  bounden 
Duty,  being  fworn  to  make  Pre- 
fentation  of  all  illegal  and  dange¬ 
rous  Practitioners,  in  the  Difcharge 
of  which,  I  had  once  Thoughts  of 
prefenting Nominattm(uch  and  fuch, 
put  I  think  the  Offenders  them- 
i.  i  ;  '  ’  ‘  .  ■  felves 
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felves  have  fpar’d  me  that  trouble ; 
the  moft  impudent  of  the  Crew 
[harden’d  by  your  long  forbear¬ 
ance]  defying,  as  it  were,  your 
Statutes ,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Land  ; 
preferring,  as  1  may  fay,  them- 
felves,  and  in  their  printed  Bills  or 
daily  Advertifements ,  publifhing 
their  Names,  their  Places  of  Habi¬ 
tation,  and  the  Difeafes  they  under¬ 
take  to  Cure  ;  nor,  certainly, 
among  the  great  Numbers,  half 
ruin’d  or  quite  undone,  by  fome  of 
them  ;  can  you  want  fufficient  Evi¬ 
dence  ,  in  order  to  Conviction 
whenever  it  (hall  pleafe  your  ho¬ 
nourable  Board  to  fet  about  a  Medi- 

•  '  b  '  ■ 

cinal  Reformation,  which  that  you 
would  be  fo  plea  fed  to  do,  is  [as 
far  as  1  have  inform  d  my  felf] 
the  Defire  of  the  Profeflors  of 
that  Faculty,  in  general,  as  much  as 
in  particular  of,  SIR , 

Your  humble  Servant. 

To 
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c£gl>  * 
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- Have  [aid  fo  much  in  the 
foregoing  Dedication ,  as  to 


my  prefect  Undertaking,  that 
there  is  lefs  need  of  enlarging 
here  ;  only  it  may  he  necejfary 
1  fbould  remove  one  Objection 
I  conceive  may  he  raifed  ;  that  is,  that  pro- 
f effing  my  [elf  a  Phyfician ,  I  may  write  out  of 
prejudice  to  thofe  who  have  intrenched  upon 
that  Profeffion  ;  or  that  finding  my  own 
particular  Inter  eft  thereby  lefferdd ,  I  am 
readier  to  complain  ;  to  which  l  think  a  few 
Words  may  ferve ,  and  their  Veracity  mujt 
be  left  at  the  Readers  Mercy ,  Fir  ft  then,  I 
day,  that  none  hut  a  Phyfician  can  he  fudge  of 
the  prefent  Subject  ;  1  Us  not  ufual  for  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Senje,  at  leaf,  to  chufe  a  Scrivener  to 
make  their  C  loath  s,  a  Taylor  their  Will,  or  a 
Shoemaker  for  their  Spiritual  Guide  \  and 

how 


To  the  Reader.' 

bpiv  it  happens  that  all  three  are  often  twitted, 
with  your  Bodies 7  is  hard  to  account  for . 

Tou  mil  reply 9  perhaps ,  that  either  of 
them  may  he  Mafters  of  fome  valuable  Re¬ 
ceipt,  which  has  been  found  to  do  much 
Good  in  jome  particular  Cafes  :  Now  the 
cheif  Defitgn  of  publijhing  this  Treatife  is 
to  prove j  that  the  mofl  lifeful  and  noble 
fleme dy9~in  the  Hands  of  the  unlearned 9  is 
always  found  to  he  the  mofl  dangerous ,  and 
that  none  but  the  Phyfician  can  judge  rightly 
in  what  cafes ,  and  at  what  times  of  the 
Difeafe  the  fame  can  be  adminiflef'd  with 
Safety  or  Advantage.  As  for  thofe7  who  in 
fpight  of  all  Reafon  or  Demonfir ation%  have 
let  in  an  Opinion  that  the  Art  it  jelf  is  a 
Cheat ,  and  its  Profeffors  Men  of  ill  Dc- 
figns^  I  leave  them  to  fujfer  under  the  ML 
flake,  and  to  fmart  by  jome  old  Woman’s 
Management ,  till  they  have  purchas’d  enough 
Experience  to  convince  them  of  their  Error  • 
tho}  I  defire  not  that  any  Jbould  fall  a  Prey 
to  their  Ignorance  :  And  that  there  are  fome 
fuch  in  the  World ,  one  might  be  induced  to 
believe ,  by  a  late  Advertifement  I  have  feen 
divers  times  in  Print ,  from  an  inconfiderate 
Pretender,  who  caifs  himfelf  Gentleman  but 
no  Phyfician;  as  if  for  that  owning  he  was 
never  bred  to  Phyfic ,  he  was  the  fitter  Perfion 
to  be  entrufted  with  Men’s  Lives ,  and  to  un¬ 
dertake  to  Cure  them  of  any  Diflempers . 

Buty 
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But ,  Secondly,  as  to  Interefl ,  altho 1  I  Am 
of  Opinion  that  the  Interejl  of  Phyficians  in 
general,  and  of  my  own  in  particular,  is  ra¬ 
ther  promoted  than  leffen'd  by  the  Toleration 
of  Quacks  and  Empirics,  yet,  lamfatisfied + 
their  Credit  and  Reputation  is  much  injured 
thereby ,  the  common  People  feldom  Applying 
themf elves  till  the  Cafe  becomes  de [per  ate, 
and  that  they  have  been  harrafs'd  to  Death ,  as 
well  by  the  improper  Drenches  given  them  by 
thefe  fort  of  People,  as  by  the  Difeafe  it  felf ; 
when  now  they  expett  Miracles  fhould  be 
wrought  for  them  :  I  do  not  fay  that  all  of 
you  are  thus  impofed  on  or  mifguided  ;  but 
I  can  fay  upon  a  full  afjurance  of  the  Truth, 
that  many  hundreds  of  Lives  are  yearly  loft 
by  the  too  late  calling  in  of  a  Phyfician ,  and 
fome  by  the  too  early  difmifjing  his  Attendance 
before  the  Danger  was  over :  Nor  is  it  lefs 
true ,  however  it  fnay  appear  more  flrange,  that 
we  find  many  People  in  fome  lingring  Di~ 
fiempers,  trying  the  utmofl  of  a  Quacks 
Skill  for  more  Months ,  than  Weeks  that  they 
will  be  govern1  d  by  the  Judgment  of  the  mofi 
learned  Phyfician  ;  and  in  Acute,  or  [barter 
Sickneffes  the  Cafe  is  flill  worfe,  for  here  the 
Mf management  of  the  firfl  Day  or  two  is 
frequently  irretrievable,  and  the  Over-fight, 
or  good  Husbandry  in  faving  of  a  Fee,  or 
trying  firfl  of  all  fome  old  Wife's  Receipt^ 
has  cojl  many  a  poor  Mifer  [  what  next  to  hi$ 
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Money  is  of  the  deleft  value  to  him,  1  mean'} 
his  Life . 

And.  Laflly,  as  to  Prejudice,  the  Author 
folemnly  declares  he  has  none  againfl  the  Per¬ 
form  of  any  one  of  the  accufed ;  and  that  no¬ 
thing  hut  the  Mifchief  redounding  to  his 
Fellow  Citizens  [the  daily  Conference  of 
their  ignorant  and  evil  Practices J  with  the 
Refute  of  the  honourable  Profeffion  of  Phyfic 
in  general,  fo  much  eclipsed  thereby,  have  been 
the  Motives  to  this  Publication ;  for  as 
to  the  pitiful  or  vain  Hope ,  it  might  be 
thought  he  had  taken  up,  of  rendering  himfelf 
popular  by  jo  plain  a  Performance ,  the  fame 
he  thinks  fufficiently  removed,  by  his  Defre 
and  Endeavour  to  remain,  in  this  parttcu - 

for* 

Tour  unknown  Friend , 
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PART.  I. 

The  A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

That  there  can  be  no  Safety  in  relying  upon 
any  Remedy  left  tip  and  down  the  1'own  to 
fell  at  Tradefmen*s  Shops ,  and  pubhflfd  by 
Bills  difperfed  for  that  Purpoje,  or  A  elver* 
tifements  in  the  Prints ;  the  fame  being 
if  u ally  made  up  by  ignorant  People ,  who 
themfel'ves  know  not  their  real  Up  ;  or  by 
profefs'd  Quacks,  who  for  bafe  and  jordid 
Lucre  only,  expoje  and  jet  the  fame  to  Sale* 


XlSSSmSfCS 


S  the  Medicinal  Profeffioa 
upon  Account  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject  about  which  it  is  em¬ 
ploy’d,  has  been  at  all 
times  reckon’d  the  mbfl: 
ufeful;  fo,  by  reafon  of  the 
profound  Judgment,  as  particularly  by 
the  Diflebtion  of  Humane  Bodies,  to  be 

B  m- 


a  1  'he  Modern  Quacks. 

inform’d  throughly  of  the  exa£t  Scituation, 
the  Nature  and  Ufes  of  the  feveral  Parts, 
with  as  diligent  an  Enquiry  into  the  fe¬ 
veral  Properties  and  Vertues,  as  well  of 
fimple  as  compounded  Medicaments, 
alfo  the  Manner  of  their  Operation 
when  taken  into  our  Bodies :  For  thefe 
Reafons,  I  fay,  it  has  been  thought  too 
the  mod  difficult  of  all  others  to  be  ac¬ 
quir’d  ;  and  therefore  the  great  Profi¬ 
cients  therein,  have,  by  the  Learned, 
been  ufually,  and  defervedly,  above  all 
others,  highly  honour’d  and  efteem’d, 
even  deify’d  by  fome  of  the  Antients. 
Yet  noiwithftandiog  all  this,  if  we  Pur¬ 
vey  the  Qualifications  of  fome  pretending 
to  this  noble  Profeffion,  a  Man  would 
be  apt  to  think  it  the  eafieft  of  all 
others;  or  that  little  elfe  was  thereto 
wanting  but  the  Name  of  a  Difeafe, 
without  its  Definition,  and  the  turning 
over  fome  Receipt-Book  to  find  fomething 
there  enter’d,  as  a  Remedy  for  the 
fame. 

That  this  is  now  the  Foundation  of 
fome  Peoples  Knowledge  who  ftile  them- 
felves  Phyfirians,  and  are  vulgarly  alfo 
call’d  Doctors,  is  no  very  difficult  Matter 
to  make  appear  ;  from  whence  I  think 
the  Confequence  is  as  eafy,  That  there 
can  be  no  Safety  in  taking  fuch  Reme¬ 
dies- 
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dies  which  they  fet  thus  to  Sale,  as  other 
forts  of  Merchandize  or  Trading  Com¬ 
modities. 

Having  made  it  my  Rufinefs  to  get  the 
bell  Intelligence  I  could,  of  the  Authors 
of  thefe  Medicines ,  as  well  as  of  the  Me¬ 
dicines  themfelves,  I  found  fome  of  them 
were  profefs’d  Quacks,  or  forry  C^ymijls^ 
both  alike  ignorant  in  the  Practice  of  Phy- 
fick.  Others  fimple  Tradefmen,  and  foo- 
lifh  but  bold  Women.  Others  again  from 
fome  Family  Receipt ,  many  Years  toge¬ 
ther  handed  down  as  fome  Sacred  Re- 
lique,  by  way  of  Tradition,  and  kept  with¬ 
in  their  own  Walls,  as  they  will  tell  you, 
for  many  Ages,  till  at  length  falling  to  the 
Share  of  one  unwilling  the  mighty  Trea- 
fure  fhould  be  longer  conceal’d,  or  rather 
for  turning  the  Penny  [which  is  termed 
the  publick  Good]  the  fame  is  expos'd, 
with  fome  hard  Name,  and  a  large  Cata¬ 
logue  of  its  admirable  Virtues.  Others, 
laltly,  transfer’d  from  fome  Phyfical  Pre<* 
fcript  on  the  Apothecary’s  File,  or  borrow¬ 
ed  dire&ly  from  the  Difpenfatory ,  with  a 
Foreign  Title,  that  [like  other  Things,  far 
fetch’d  and  dearly  paid  for]  it  may  pleafe 
the  better.  This  Charge  will  be  Hill  far¬ 
ther  made  appear,  when  I  come  prefently 
to  enquire  into  the  Nature  of  thefe  Reme^ 
dies ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  appeal  to 
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ail  Perfons  of  a  common  Capacity,  whe¬ 
ther  it  bereafonabie  to  venture  their  Lives 
[as  too  many  of  them  do]  upon  fo  defpe- 
rate  and  weak  a  Bottom. 

If  an  idle  Mechanick,  or  other  Trades¬ 
man,  having  run  out  his  Subftance,  and 
not  caring  to  Work  at  his  proper  Occupa¬ 
tion,  procuring  a  Difpenfator],  or  fome 
other  Phyfick  Book  in  his  Mother  Tongue, 
fhall  thereby  underftand,  that  .Gamboge, 
as  it  is  called,  and  Elaterium ,  or  thejuice  of 
the  Wild  Cucumber ,  are  the  mod  powerful 
Remedies  to  cure  a  Drop fy  ;  that  the  Root 
of  Bryony  will  do  the  fame  ;  that  Hellebore 
is  good  for  Melancholy ,  or  Mad-People  ; 
Mountain* Flax  for  the  Gout  and  Rheuma- 
tijm  i  that  Coloquintida ,  or  the  Bitter  Apple 
will  do  mighty  Feats  for  young  Women  ; 
that  Mercury  will  cure  the  trench  Pox  ; 
Opium  give  Eafe  *  and  the  Glas  of  Anti¬ 
mony  [fo  call’d]  will  Vomit,  and  the  like 
of  lundry  others  difpers’d  up  and  down 
in  Phyfick  Books:  If,  I  fay,  fuch  a  Per- 
fon  as  this  (hail  fet  about  [as  perhaps  the 
fame  Book  may  inftruct  him]  the  making 
of  Extracts  or  Electuaries,  Pills ,  Tinctures , 
or  Elixirs ,  giving  each  of  them  fome 
cramp  Name,  much  more  if  he  (hall 
deliver  them  out  as  he  buys  them 
at  the  Druggifts  Shop,  what  is  it 
that  he  may  not  accomplish!  I  would 

fay? 
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fay,  What  Mifchief  is  he  not  qualified 
to  perpetrate  ?  when,  perhaps,  the  over- 
poife  of  the  Scale  is  fufficient  to  do  Exe¬ 
cution  upon  fome,  and  a  Dofe  impropor- 
tionate,  to  kill  the  ftouteft  Man  in  the 
Kingdom.  At  the  bell:,  if  any  Good  can 
be  done  [as  it  may  fometimes  happen] 
it  is  like  ten  or  twenty  People’s  falling 
down  a  Precipice,  where  one  or  two  only 
have  the  Luck  to  efcape,  and  that  not  by 
their  own  Skill  or  Forefight,  lb  much  as 
fome  unforefeen  Incident  in  their  Favour. 

If  it  be  here  objected,  that  you  do  riot 
hear  of  many  fuch  Mifchiefs  befalling 
thofe  who  have  bought  thefe  Remedies  ?  1 
will  readily  allow  the  one  half  of  them 
to  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  do  you  nei¬ 
ther  Harm  nor  Good  ;  and  thefe  feem 
only  levelled  at  your  Pockets  •,  whilll  0- 
thers  are  often  found  more  dangerous  to 
the  Experimenters  thereof.  Thus,  I  ob- 
ferve,  among  the  Delinquents  formerly 
call’d  to  an  Account,  and  punifh’d  for  fuch 
like  Crimes,  one  John  Not ,  and  divers 
others ,  were  Pin'd  and  ImpnjorP d  for  having 
kilPd  j  undry  Per  Jons,  with  one  or  other  of 
the  before-mention  d  dangerous  Medicines „ 
Thomafine  Scarlet,  with  other  Women, 
for  tampering  with  Mercurial  and  Antimonial 
Remedies,  bj  which  others  were  miferablj  tor¬ 
mented ,  and  many  dejlroy^d.  William  For- 
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refter,  aPrieft ,  Simon  Foreman,  a  fre- 
tended  Ajlrologer ,  and  one  Trig  a  Shoe¬ 
maker,  hup  defpeyate  bold  Empiric ,  for  the 
like  Evil  and  fatal  Practices  with  fome  Chi- 
mical  Preparations .  Another  for  giving  Co 
loquintida,  mother  Elaterium,  by  which 
fome  Per  Jons  were  murther’d  as  it  were 
upon  the  Spot.  Another  Priefi ,  one  Evans 
by  Name,  was  Pro  [ecu  ted  and  Imprifotfd 3 
for  that  it  was  proved ,  infiead  of  preaching 
the  Gofpel,  he  had  run  out  of  his  Province 
and  killed  fever al  Perfons  with  his  Antimonial 
Cup ;  and  leaft  you  flhould  think  our  prefent 
Medicine-makers  more  honeft,  a  late  Au¬ 
thor  has  inform’d  us  upon  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge,  That  a  great  Parcel  of  the  courfeft  and 
foulefl  Horfe- Aloes  were  even  Jeen ,  and  had 
been  refufed  by  fever  al  Farriers  for  fear  of 
mijchiefng  their  Beajls ,  was  bought  up  by  one 
of  thefe  wretched  People ,  and  made  into  Pills , 
left  to  Jell  at  fever  al  Places  for  the  mojl  uje - 
ful  Purge y  and  Jutted  to  all  Difeajes  and 
Conjlitutions  :  Under  the  fatal  Operation 
of  fome  of  which,  I  have  feen  my  feif 
three  feveral  Perfons  deftroy’d  miferably, 
and  many  more,  with  the  utmoft  hazard 
of  their  Lives,  efcaping. 

Indeed,  were  the  Phyficians  Province 
fo  very  eafy  as  theft  Empirics  would  in¬ 
duce  the  People  to  believe,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  more  n ocellar y  than  to 

find 
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find  a  Name  for  their  Diftempers,  a  Re¬ 
medy  [no  matter  what]  call’d  now  a- 
days  a  Specific/?,  is  always  ready  at  hand  ; 
for  which,  inftead  of  applying  to  Phyfi- 
cians,  we  need  but  look  into  the  Nervs- 
Fapers,  and  there  we  have  plenty  of  all 
forts,  let  the  Grievance  be  where  it  will, 
even  from  the  falling  of  the  Hair  on  the 
Top  of  the  Head,  to  the  Corns  upon  the 
Soles  of  our  Feet  or  Toes. 

And  thus  for  the  Difeafes  of  the  Head 
and  Brain,  we  have  Cephalic k  Tinctures 
and  Head  Pills  of  divers  kinds  :  Jpopleclick 
Spirits  and  Balfams ;  Vapour  Drops,  and 
Drops  for  the  Palfiy  and  Convulfions ;  for 
the  Eyes,  we  have  Salves  and  Waters  with¬ 
out  Number,  fome  of  them  as  far  fetch’d 
as  j feruf'alem,  tho’  they  never  travel? d  per¬ 
haps  a  Mile  from  the  Exchange  ;  not  for¬ 
getting  Goody  Cater  the  Oy  fter-  W Oman’s 
moft  excellent  Oyntment,  reveal’d  to  her 
Husband’s  great  Grand-father  in  a  Dream  ; 
for  the  Ears  we  have  Drops  for  Deafnefs ; 
for  the  Tooth-ach,  Ttnffures,  £fc.  and  to 
whiten  them  Dentifrices,  or  Powders  from 
Morocco,  China,  and  Japan-,  for  the  Mouth, 
Gargles  and  Wafhes,  many  ;  for  the  whole 
Face  and  Hands,  Chymical  Wajhballs ,  be- 
fides  Pearls,  Cream  Balls,  White-Pots,  and 
Cuflards,  fome  from  Rome  and  Italy,  o- 
thersfrom  Venice.  You  fee  how  far  thefe 
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good  People  travel  even  for  Remedies  to 
remove  Freckles  and  clean  our  Faces. 
Come  we  now  to  the  Brea  ft,  and  here  we 
have  Lozenges  in  every  Corner  for  our 
Coughs  and  Colds,  Tinctures  and  Elixirs  for 
the  Lungs  ;  7 injures  likewife  to  fweeten 
the  Breath,  and  for  the  Phthiftck ,  and 
Jfthma  ;  Cordials  of  all  forts  for  the  Heart , 
and  Reciificators  of  our  Vitals ,  which  if 
we  believe  the  Quack  Authors  Account, 
will  fupply  the  Place  of  ail  other  Reme¬ 
dies  whatever,  being  Specific al  to  the 
whole  Body  as  well  as  particular  Parts, 
Shall  we  defcend  lower,  and  view  the  Dif- 


eafes  of  the  Stomach,  Spleen,  Liver ,  Womb , 
Kidneys  and  Bladder  ?  and  here  we  have 
the  Elixir  Mag.  Stem .  with  feveral  Re¬ 
finers  thereupon  ;  Pills,  Powders  and  Tin¬ 
ctures,  great  Variety,  for  all  forts  of  Ob- 
ftructions  ;  to  drive  away  Melancholy  from 
the  Spleen ,  we  have  the  Hypo- Drops ;  for 
the  Stone,  whether  in  the  Reins  or  Bladder, 
we  have  Powders,  Tinctures ,  DifiUPd  Wa¬ 
ters,  Volatile  Cleanfers ,  and  Diffolution 
Salts  *  for  Cholick  and  Gripes ,  Spirits,  Tin¬ 
ctures,  .Waters,  Pills ,  Elixirs ,  -and  what 
nor,  fame  to  eafe  us  in  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour,  others  in  half  a  Quarter  ;  but  why 
ihould  we  day  fo  long,  when  others  will 
do  the  Feat  in  a  Minute,  especially  if 
a  good  round  Dofe  of  Geneva 
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or  of  Lovage ,  called  otherwife  their  Gripe- 
Water  ;  for  Worms  we  have  Purging  Ta¬ 
blets,  or  to  tempt  the  poor  Infant  often¬ 
times  to  its  Deftru&ion,  the  Purging 
Sugar  Plumbs :  And  to  compleat  this  Mj- 
Jlery  of  Iniquity,  if  we  want  Heirs  to  our 
Eftates,  there  are  Vivifying  Drops  forR*r- 
rennefs ,  not  to  mention  fome  other  pecu¬ 
liar  Remedies  fuited  to  the  WeaknelTes  or 
Infirmities  of  one  kind  or  other,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Fair  Sex. 

But  farther,  if  we  take  a  view  of  other 
Diforders,  more  generally  fuppofed  to 
have  their  Refidence  in  our  Blood  and  Hu¬ 
mours,  we  are  here  likewife  amply  fur- 
nifh’d.  In  Acute  Diflempers  we  have  Re¬ 
medies  for  Fevers  of  other  kinds,  as  well 
as  for  the  Me  a fie  s  and  Small’ Pox.  For  Chro¬ 
nical. ,  or  more  tedious  ones,  as  the  Scorvy 
[which,  by  the  way  is  a  Name  we  ufe 
for  almofi:  all  Diftempers  that  we  know 
not  what  to  make  of]  there  are  Elixirs , 
Spirits,  Waters ,  Electuaries ,  and  fome  o- 
thers ;  for  the  Gout  [chat  Difgrace  to  Phy- 
ficians]  we  have  a  Coal-heaver's  Deception, 
an  Old-Woman* s  Plaijler  and  Oyntment ,  a 
Tarpaulin's  Eajt*  India  Oyl ,  befides  the  A- 
tyla  of  a  Quacking  Surgeon,  and  twenty 
of  the  fame  Goodnefs,  /.  e.  good  for  no¬ 
thing  but  to  cheat  Men*  fome  of  their 
Money,  and  others  of  their  Lives  ;  for 
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the  Leprojy,  a  late  Chymcal  Spirit ,  fird 
Cofin  to  King  AtyU  aforefaid ;  for  the 
Itch ,  Wafhesj  Oyntments ,  Girdles,  all  very 
fafe,  and  harmlefs  as  the  ranked  Poyfon, 
which  too  many,  without  any  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  their  Bodies,  running  upon  Head¬ 
long,  have  wofully  experienc’d.  But  to 
proceed  ;  we  have  Confutations  of  all 
forts  pluck’d  up  by  the  Roots :  we  have  the 
Kjng's-Evil  cur’d  by  that  eminent  Fhyftco- 
Chyrurgical  Parfon,  the  Chad,  Honed,  and 
Pious  Mr.  V— — — s  the  C— — y-M— n, 
who  has  told  you  at  lead  once  a  Week 
for  thefe  eight  or  ten  Years  [lead  you 
fliould  forget  him]  that  he  lives  in  S — — * 

X . . — ;  Jadly,  to  bring  up  the  Rear  of 

this  Rafcally  Regiment,  you  have  Mother 
Bed/icofs  Drink  for  the  Dropfy  and  Jaun¬ 
dice  ;  flic,  good  Woman,  ufed  to  open  the 
Pews  at  St,  Sepulchres ,  when  fhe  could 
fpare  time  from  vifiting  her  Patients,  and 
always  took  care  that  upon  her  Demife, 
the  Secret  fliould  defcend  lineally  to  the 
next  Heir,  who  I  am  told  has  the  noble 
Legacy  now  in  Poffeffion. 

It  would  be  almoA  endlefs  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  Remedies  thefe  honed  Folks  have 
invented  to  eafe  us,  1  fhould  fay  to  pick 
our  Pockets,  and  therefore  I  fhall  quit  my 
Hands  of  them  for  the  prefent,  after  1  have 
acquainted  you  with  what  is  very  mecei- 

fary 
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fary  [being  a  principal  part  of  the  Bait] 
that  at  the  Head  of  each  of  thefe  Reme¬ 
dies,  I  find  fome  very  inviting  Term, 
fuch  as  Angelical,  Royal ,  Incomparable ,  0- 
doriferous ,  [tho’  that  implies  no  more  than 
a  Sir  — te~]  Spwifick,  [which  is  now 
become  the  univerfal  Epithet,  if  it  were 
but  for  a  Remedy  for  brokeri-winded  or 
founder’d  Horfes ;  fo  that  in  a  little  time 
we  fhall  doubtlefs  have  Specif cks  to  kill  Rats 
and  Mice  (about  which  their  Time  and 
Medicines  would  be  better  employ’d)  as 
there  are  already  for  Lice  and  Fleas]  and 
molt  of  them  Admirable ,  Infallible ,  or 
Never -failing. 

Upon  fumming  up  this  Bill  of  Fare,  I 
found  I  had  left  out  one  of  the  moil  ma¬ 
terial  Difhes  ferv’d  up  at  this  Phyficai 
Banquet,  I  mean  the  All-Sovereign  or 
moft  Famous  Anodyne  Necklace  for  Chil¬ 
drens  Teeth,  [you  fee  the  Generofity  of 
thefe  good  People  extends  even  to  our 
Infants  as  well  as  our  felves]  prepar’d 
out  of  St,  Hugh's  Bones.  Now  you  muff 
know,  this  St.  Hugh  [mfftake  me  not, 
I  do  not  mean  that  St.  Hugh  that  lies  neg¬ 
lected  up  and  down  in  the  Coblers-Stails] 
was  a  great  Lover  of  joung  Children ,  ufed 
to  dandle  them  in  his* Lap,  jmack  his  Fingers 
and  fing  to  them  ;  and  finding  them  pain  d 
in  their  Teeth ,  he  would  dip  his  Finger  in 

Holy 
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Holy  Water,  and  fo  going  gently  over  their 
Gums  nine  times ,  upon  removing  his  faid 
Finger  the  UJl  time ,  prefently  popt  out  the 
Tooth  ;  he  had ,  moreover ,  great  Virtue  in 
the  fame  Finger  in  croffing  the  Forehead  three 
times  [for  you  muft  know  there  lies  great 
ftrefs  upon  an  odd  Number]  to  drive  away 
the  Head-ach ,  and  the  like  upon  the  Bellies  of 
Women  in  Labour  to  forward  their  Delivery . 
Upon  all  which  Confiderations,  after  his 
Deceafe,  the  good  Man  b^ing  Sainted, 
the  Women  came  far  and  near  to  worlhip 
at  his  Tomb,  with  their  Children  when 
in  danger  from  their  Teeth ;  the  great 
Belly’d  for  an  eafy  Travel;  and  the  Bar¬ 
ren  [for  they  had  no  Vivifying  Drops  in 
thofe  Days]  that  they  might  conceive. 

H  Now  it  happen’d,  that  a  young  Lady 
a  having  been  long  Married  to  an  ancient 
44  Knight  [we  mult  not  tell  their  Names] 
44  and  without  Children,  fitting  penfively 
44  one  Summer  Evening  in  her  Garden, 

this  St.  Hugh  appears,  tells  her  who  he 
44  was,  that  he  knew  her  Wants,  and  that 
44  if  fhe  came  to  Chape]  the  fame  Even- 
44  ing,  and  Vefpers  being  over,  conceal’d  her- 
44  felf  in  fuch  a  part  thereof  till  the  Peo- 
44  pie  were  all  gone  out,  he  would  again 
44  appear  to  affift  her  ;  but,  by  the  way, 
44  feme  fay  it  was  a  Roguifh  Fryar  that 

44  laid 
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44  laid  this  Stratagem  to  debauch  her  •  be 
44  this  as  it  may,  to  go  on  with  our  Le- 
44  gend,  the  Lady  obeys  ;  St.  Hugh  comes 
44  and  lies  conceal’d  in  fome  other  part, 
44  when  the  Religious  being  all  gone  out, 

44  and  the  Chapel  Doors  fhut  up,  our 
44  Saint  coming  out  of  his  Hole,  accofts 
44  his  Lady,  prevails  by  reafon  of  his 
44  San&ity,  firft  telling  her  he  had  afium’d 
44  his  Body  for  this  fpecial  Work,  lies 
44  with  her  and  retires,  as  does  the  abufed 
44  Lady  to  her  Covert  till  the  time  of 
44  Mcittins ,  when  Opportunity  was  given 
“  for  their  Releafe.  In  fhort,  upon  this 
44  Intercourfe  with  the  Holy  Father,  the 
44  Lady  Conceiv’d,  went  out  her  time, 
44  and  by  coming  daMy  to  St.  Hugh1  s 
44  T  omb,  was  deliver’d  fafely  of  a  Son, who, 
44  at  about  nine  Months  end,  being  like 
44  to  die  with  his  Teeth,  fhe  had  a  Dream, 
44  wherein  was  difcover’d  to  her,  that  if 
44  fhe  could  procure  one  of  St.  Hugh's  Toes 
44  [whether  it  was  the  great  or  little  Toe 
44  truly  1  forget,  but  admire  it  was  not 
44  his  Finger  that  had  been  ufed  to  the 
44  Work  ]  and  rub  the  Child’s  Gums 
44  therewith,  it  would  recover  :  Upon 
44  which,  not  without  great  Xntereft 
tc  made  [fome  fay  by  bribing  only  of 

44  the  Sexton]  the  Coffin  was  open’d, 

45  and  the  Bone  brought,  when  [com- 

44  mend 
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u  mend  me  to  the  Romancer]  no  fooner 
“  was  the  fame  apply’d  to  the  Child’s 
<c  Gum,  but  up  darts  two  great  fwanking 
u  Teeth,  the  Infant  prefently  fmiles,  and 
H  grew  well  at  the  fame  Inftant ;  however, 
u  to  prevent  danger  from  any  other 
u  Teeth,  the  holy  Relick  being  carefully 
“  wrapt  up  in  a  piece  of  Silk,  was  hung 
a  about  little  Mailer’s  Neck,  and  he 
a  thence  forwards  throve  mainly,  beyond 
<c  all  the  Children  round  about  the  Coun- 
u  try,  cutting  the  reft  of  his  Teeth  with- 
f  out  a  Whimper, 

How  it  happen’d  that  thefe  Relicks  lay 
undifturb’d  fo  many  hundred  Ye ars  [for 
it  is  time  out  of  Mind  that  this  St.  Hugh 
flourifh’d]  I  know  not ;  but  fo  it  is,  that 
a  generous  Popifh  Priejl  having  got  the  reft 
of  the  Skeleton  into  his  Poffeffion,  has 
brought  it  over  Sea,  and  [hiring  a  Turner’s 
Garret]  work  d  the  fame  into  Beads  for 
Necklaces  for  the  ufe  of  the  Hereticks  Chil¬ 
dren,  that  as  they  grow  up,  their  Faith 
may  be  itrong  enough  to  fwallow  yet 
greater  Delations  intended  for  them  by 
him  and  his  Accomplices. 

Ah  England !  England !  that  it  ever 
fhould  be  laid  of  thee,  that  even  the 
meaneft  Majters  of  thy  Families  [fine© 
Popery  and  Super (litton  have  been  ban  idl’d 

hence! 
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hence]  fhould  permit,  or  the  Mijlrejfes 
thereof  defire,  fuch  Childifh  Trinkets  [fit 
only  to  amufe  Ideots  or  Fools]  to  be 
brought  in,  or  hung  about  their  Children’s 
Necks,  in  Expectation  of  Advantage  by 
the  fame  ?  That  fome  of  you  who  fcaree 
have  Bread  to  feed  them,  or  deaths  to 
hide  their  Nakednefs,  fhould  yet  find 
Money  to  purchafe  thefe  Baubles,  thefe 
moftabfurd  and  ridiculous  Trifles ;  that 
you  fhould,  I  fay,  be  perfwaded,  a  piece 
of  a.  dry  Stick,  or  other  Vegetable,  a 
Stone  or  a  Bone  [no  matter  which  or 
what]  jhouU  be  able  to  fend  forth  fuch  fa- 
lutiferous  Emanations ,  or  Steems  into  the 
Air ,  which  roving  up  and  down  in  queft  of 
fome  proper  Object  on  which  to  fettle ,  but  fnd - 
ing  none  elfe where ,  at  length  return ,  and  en¬ 
tering  the  Mouth  or  Nofrils ,  or  fome  more 
fecret  Paffages  of  the  Body ,  whirl  about  therein 
with  the  Blood ,  fnd  out  their  Yellows ,  call  a 
Council ,  and  muflering  up  their  Forces ,  ft  ait 
hatten  to  relieve  the  beleaguer'd  Gum  ;  here 
fome  of  them  with  their  Pickaxes  break 
Ground  and  ftp  the  fame  ;  others  lay  the  Train , 
others  blow  up  the  Fortrefs  and  make  way  for 
the  impnfond  Tooth  ;  or  if  this  Allegory  be 
thought  too  Foreign,  fome  of  them  mujl 
rarefy  or  attenuate ,  others  relax  and  mollify  : 
others  of  them  dilate  ;  and  la  fly,  others  mult 
made  or  Cut7  by  which }  immediate  Pajfage  is 
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now  granted,  for  the  Eruption,  This  being 
the  Story,  I  muft  fay,  Quit  credat  ?  ere - 
dat  Judaeus  j  jP afifl a  credat. 

Some  doubtlefs,  and  perhaps  juftly  too, 
may  think  I  have  fpent  too  much  of  my 
Reader’s  Time  in  this  Burlefque,  and  that 
there  was  no  need  of  fo  much  Drollery  ? 
To  which  I  fhall  only  reply,  that  Fooleries 
of  any  kind  are  fometimes  beft  anfwer’d 
in  the  Drolling  Way,  efpecially  where  the 
Argument  will  not  fuffer  a  very  feiious 

handling. 

To  fuch  however  as  have  ferious  Scru¬ 
ples  about  this  Affair,  and  fhall  retort 
Matters  of  Fa£t,  as  they  call  them,  and 
alledge  the  publick  Teifimonies  in  Ad- 
verttfementSy  which  give  an  Account  of 
the  great  Virtue  experienced  in  thefe 
Beads  ;  and  the  Numbers  of  Children  reco¬ 
vered  by  wearing  of  the  fame  ;  Women  eafed 
in  their  Labours  *  others  cured  of  Head-achsy 
CramPSy  Convuifions ,  and  the  like  ,  to  thefe 
I  fay  1  will  now  ferioufly  make  aniwer, 
and  doubt  not  in  the  lealt  to  prove  them 
no  other  than  direct  frauds,  and  giofs 
Impofitions  upon  ignorant  and  Ciedulous 

Perfons. 

Firft  then  I  fav,  confidering  the  many 
thoufands  of  theie  Toys  that  aie  iold,  tne 
Number  is  exceeding  imall,  that  we  hear, 
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of  thofe  who  have  pretended  any  ways 
to  Benefit  thereby  *  as  one  perhaps  in  one 
hundred.  And*  Secondly,  among  thefe, 
we  find  the  greater  part  of  them  mifre- 
prefented  ;  it  being  Cuftomary  for  the 
Cheat,  or  his  Accomplice,  to  draw  up 
the  Teftimonial,  and  the  People  [fuch  as 
can]  are  to  fign  or  fet  their  Mark,  fome* 
times  to  they  know  not  what,  as  1  have 
had  it  from  their  own  Mouths.  Others 
have  given  Commiffions  at  large  to  the 
Scout ,  or  Meffenger,  fent  out  to  pick  up 
Informations  ;  and  yet  the  Advert  ifement 
has  come  forth  as  if  unknown  to  the  Neck* 
Uce-Merchant ,  by  way  of  .return  of 
Thanks,  or  rather  for  a  return  of  their 
Money,  very  likely  with  Intereit,  upon 
Condition  of  this  Liberty  of  putting 
what  they  pleafed  into  the  News-Paper^ 
with  a  Promife  of  vouching  it,  Ihould 
there  be  any  occafion.  But,  Thirdly ,  I 
find  thefe  Informations  have  been  general¬ 
ly  obtain’d,  one  way  or  other,  among 
the  Meaner,  and  fome  of  them  Neceffi- 
tous  Perfons;  or  if  of  better  Fafhion, 
from  Families  where  the  Mother  is  much 
addicted  to  Superftition  and  old  Wives  Fa¬ 
bles,  and  the  Father  about  as  Wife,  if  he 
knows  any  thing  of  the  Matter.  Fourth¬ 
ly,  It  is  plain  Argument  of  the  great  Wane 
of  New  and  almoft  Dayly  Advertifementsy 
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[of  which  they  could  not  ftand  in  need, 
if  the  Thing  it  felf  were  not  in  the  Vul¬ 
gar  Phrafe,  a  Bite 3  for  that  once  in  a 
Month,  fometimes  after  three  or  four,  we 
find  an  old  Story  trumpt  up,  as  if  juft 
then  fallen  out  •,  among  fome  of  which, 
finding  my  felf  concern’d,  I  ihall  here  de¬ 
liver  the  Cafe  truly. 

A  poor  Woman  brought  her  Child  to 
me,  then  labouring  under  what  we  call 
a  Symptomatic  Fever ;  looking  into  its 
Mouth,  I  found  two  of  the  upper  Gums 
full  fpread,  highly  inflam’d,  and  the 
Teeth  juft  ready  to  break  through  ;  how- 
everj  by  reafon  of  the  Fever  and  great 
Fluxion,  I  prefcrib’d,  among  other  Re¬ 
medies,  Bleeding,  Bliftering,  and  above 
all,  that  they  would  fend  for  a  Surgeon, 
to  cut  into  the  affeCfed  Gums,  and  fet  at 
Liberty  the  Teeth,  which  gave  rife  to 
this  Fever,  as  I  had  reafon  thus  to  con¬ 
jecture  ;  But  the  fooliftily  fond  Mother 
being  afraid  of  the  Lancet  [the  belt  and 
fpeedieft  Remedy  at  fuch  times]  negleCts 
this  latter  part  of  the  Advice,  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  reft  was  purfued  I  know  not ; 
but  few  Days  after,  I  heard  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  that  file  had  with  the  Ample 
Multitude,  purchas’d  the  famous  Anodyne 
Necklace ,  which  had  not  been  worn  long, 
before  one  of  the  Teeth  [juft  coming  out 
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as  I  obferv’d  but  now]  did  cut,  foon 
after  the  other,  and  the  Child  grew  eafier, 
as  was  to  be  expected. 

This  Tale,  by  a  Scout ,  was  prefently 
got  hold  of,  brought  in,  and  dreft  up 
with  all  the  Formality  of  a  wonderful  Re¬ 
covery,  partly  true,  and  partly  falfe  ;  true 
in  that  the  Teeth  came  out  [and  fo  they 
had  if  the  Necklace  had  never  been  heard 
of]  ;  falfe,  in  that  they  had  taken  Advice 
of  the  whole  College  of  Phyficians ,  of  whom 
none  but  my  ielf  was  ever  confulted, 
and  mine  [as  you  have  heard,  in  the 
mod  material  Point,  if  in  any  one]  not 
follow’d ;  and  all  this  to  magnify  the  great 
Virtue  in  St.  Hugh's  Bones  ;  but  obierve 
now  the  Sequel  of  this  Story. 

When  this  Tale  had  been  often  told,  and 
worn  as  it  were  Thread-bare  [by  which  I 
fuppofe  their  Advertisements  thereof,  were 
well  paid  for,  in  bringing  more  Fools  to 
their  Market]  it  happen’d  fome  Months 
after,  as  if  Old  Nick  owing  them  a  fpigh't 
was  now  minded  as  we  fay  to  pay  them  ; 
fome  new  Teeth  coming  out,  the  Child 
was  again  brought  very  low  and  weak,  and 
trufting  to  the  Famous  Anodyne  Necklace f 
they  fought  for  no  other  Help,  till  it  was 
too  late  ;  when  at  length,  behold,  the  very 
Day  the  old  Story  was  advertis’d,  and 
dreft  up  to  all  the  Advantage  imaginable, 

C  2  with 
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with  the  Parents  return  of  Thanks,  un« 
known  to  the  Author,  and  fuch  like  fui- 
fome  Lies,  the  poor  Infant  expires  with 
the  Miraculous  Beads  about  its  Neck  ;  and 
certainly,  unlefs  they  had  not  quite  aban¬ 
don’d'  ail  Modefty,  as  well  as  common 
Honefiy,  they  would  have  prudently  fup- 
prefs’d  this  particular  Advertifement  for 
the  future  ;  yet  fo  lhamelefs  and  fcanda- 
Ious  do  I  find  them,  as  to  continue  this 
very  Relation  with  an  additional  Piece  of 
fine  Wire-drawing,  viz,.  That  the  faid 
Child,  by  means  of  the  Necklace ,  is  fo  re¬ 
cover’d  of  all  his  Weaknefs,  that  he  is 
grown  a  very  fine  Boy  [5cwas  much  their 
Hands  being  in,  they  had  not  made  a 
Man  of  him]  and  can  run  alone  ;  where¬ 
as,  had  themfelves  fent  to  enquire,  they 
mull  have  known  he  had  been  Dead 
[and  of  his  Teeth  as  I  have  told  you] 
feveral  Months  pall. 

Many  the  like  Examples  I  have  heard 
of,  from  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Credit ; 
fome  of  them  having  curs’d  their  Credu¬ 
lity,  in  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  impofed 
on,  and  thrown  the  Popifh  Trumpery  [as 
they  now  call  it]  into  the  Fire.  But, 
L*ftljf  granting  all  of  them  to  be  Fa£ts, 
there  needs  not  many  Words  to  prove 
them  of  no  Force  for  the  End  propofed ; 
it  being  certain,  that  taoft  Children  be^ 
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tween  feven  and  twelve  Months  old,  {bon¬ 
er  or  later,  rauft  cut  fome  of  their  Teeth  ; 
if  now  when  a  Child  is  indifpos’d  there¬ 
by,  a  Necklace,  or  any  other  Toy,  is  put 
on  at  the  time  of  its  breaking  forth,  or 
perhaps  two  or  three  Days  before,  this 
Tooth,  I  fay,  had  inevitably  broke  thro5, 
whether  the  Beads,  or  other  Toy,  had 
been  left  on  or  off;  and  if  the  Parent  had 
written  Hocus  Focus,  adfis  Dens?  on  a  piece 
of  Paper,  in  the  ftead  of  the  Necklace , 
take  my  Word,  it  would  have  done  eve¬ 
ry  jot  as  much  Service,  in  bringing  forth 
the  Tooth. 

If  they  would  have  the  A  rgument  prpve 
any  thing,  they  fhould  prove,  that  no 
Child,  [at  leaft  the  greater  Number]  e- 
ver  wore  it  but  with  fome  Advantage  ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  fome 
Scores  I  have  feen  with  it  for  feveral 
Months,  pining  and  languishing  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  till  a  Lancet  has  been  admitted,  and 
then  fome  of  them  have  recover’d.  Others 
meerly  by  Strength  of  Nature,  not  by 
any  Efficacy  of  thefe  Childifh  Amufe- 
ments,  have  at  lalt  weather’d  the  Point, 
whilft  great  Numbers  die  dayly,  in  fpight 
of  St.  Hugh's  Toes ,  or  his  Teeth  either ; 
but  if  the  few  having  it  on,  (hall  happen 
to  cut  their  Teeth,  no  Matter,  fays  the 
Impoftor,  for  the  thoufands  that  die  with 
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it  on,  for  you  are  never  fent  of  this  Er~ 
rand  to  the  Parents  of  the  Dead, 

You  will  fay,  perhaps,  the  Author  has 
fhowM  himfelf  a  learned  Man,  and  a 
great  Philofopher,  proving  alfo  that  many 
ftrange  Feats  may  be  done  by  Sympathy,  or 
by  means  of  invisible  Atoms,  Miafms ,  A* 
porrh^as,  Effluvias,  Emanations,  Exhalati¬ 
ons,  with  abundance  of  hard  Words  ;  and 
that  Baracelfm,Van  Helmont  and  Sir  Kj enelm 
Djghy  were  of  the  fame  Opinion  ;  and,  Uft~ 
l ),  that  he  has  appeal’d  to  the  Royal  Society . 

To  all  which  I  fhall  anfwer  as  fhortly 
as  I  can  ;  That  I  take  him,  indeed,  to  be 
a  very  fhrewd  Man,  and  that  he  has 
thrown  out  as  good  a  Bait  for  Fools  as 
perhaps  was  ever  known  in  London ,  and 
profecutes  as  likely  a  Method  to  carry  on 
his  Defign,  which  yet  is  not  fupported  but 
on  very  large  Expenfe  ;  for  no  longer  than 
he  is  Piping  with  his  Advertifements,  will 
the  Fifli  come  to  the  Bait. 

He  has  likewife  given  us  a  great  many 
hard  Names,  and  told  us  fome  wonderful 
Stories,  fome  True,  which  prove  Little  ; 
others  Falfe,  which  prove  Nothing,  un« 
lefs  that  the  Author  telling  them  asTruths, 
is  not  to  be  credited  in  any  thing  he  fays. 
Paracelfus  and  Helmont  were  both  Quacks, 
as  himfelf,  yet  of  much  larger  Talents  in 
the  Phyfical  Science ;  the  former,  how- 
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ever  a  mad  Extravagant,  the  latter  a 
whimfical  Enthufiafl ,  each,  notwithftand- 
ing,  of  a  Angular  and  great  Genius  ;  and  I 
dare  believe  in  Principle,  both  Honeiter 
than  himfelf.  Sir  Kjnelm,  a  mod  renownM 
Perfonage,  a  very  great  Naturalift,  but 
no  Phyfician ;  nor  has  his  Sympathetick 
Cure  of  Wounds  any  ways  vacated  or  fu- 
perfeded  the  Practice  of  Surgery,  [I  know 
where  it  has  forty  times  made  Work  for 
that  Profeffion]  any  more  than  this  ridi¬ 
culous  'Bead- roll  is  like  to  do  that  of  Phy- 
fic  ;  they  having  both  of  them  been  fufli- 
ciently  prov’d  Fallacious  and  idle  Dreams ; 
the  one  however,  of  an  honeft  and  well- 
meaning  Nobleman ,  the  other  [as  it  is 
credibly  reported]  of  a  knavifh  and  de» 
figning  Priefi. 

But  ftill  you  may  farther  argue,  if  the 
Project  was  no  better  than  a  Cheat,  how 
comes  it  that  Dr.  Paul  Chamber  len  of  the 
College  oj  Phyficians ,  fhould  fuffer  his 
Name  to  be  let,  as  a  kind  of  Sanftiou 
thereunto  ?  To  this  laft  raifed  ObjeQion  X 
fhall  anfwer  as  tenderly  as  I  can.  Dr. 
P.  C.  [who,  by  the  way,  was  not  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  College]  is  now  gone  to  his 
Place,  and  can’t  anfwer  for  himfelf:  nor 
can  I  for  him,  any  better  than  that  there 
were  more  Reafons  than  every  body 
knew,  why  his  Name  was  ufed  to  give 
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Credit*  and  fupport  this  piece  of  R — —y  • 
feme  of  them  have  been  already  gueft 
at  in  Print,  and  his  Executors,  I  dare  fay, 
can  tell  yet  more.  I  have  already  told 
you  he  is  gone,  and  can  fay  nothing  to  me, 
and  therefore  all  I  fliall  fay  more  of  him 
is  this,  that  when  a  learned  Phyfician  of 
my  Acquaintance  took  him  to  Task  upon 
this  Matter,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
him  fenfible  of  the  Scandal  to  himfelf  as 
well  as  to  the  whole  Faculty  ofPhyfic; 
he  put  off  the  Difcourfe  with  a  Smile, 
faying,  The  Thing  was  harmlefiy  and  fatted 
to  the  People's  Humours  j  and  that  if  the 
Children,  for  want  of  it ,  could  not  benefit  in 
their  Teeth ,  the  Mothers ,  by  the  force  of 
Fancy ,  might  be  eafed  tn  their  Deliveries  \ 
and  that  lafily ,  it  had  as  much  Virtue  as  any 
other  external  Remedy  of  this  Nature ,  which 
the  People  Jeem'd  extremely  fond  of  ;  which 
was  [what  all  the  fenfible  part  of  Man¬ 
kind  knew  before]  juft  none  at  all  ;  nor  I 
dare  fay  [if  you  Will  not  take  my  Word 
for  it]  can  you  find  one  Gentleman  of  the 
Royal  Society ,  that  will  not  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge  as  much  as  all  I  have  fa  id  amounts 
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PART  II. 

The  Argument, 

That  Juppofing  fome  of  thefe  Remedies  were 
at  firfi  directed  by  the  mofi  learned  Phyfi - 
cian,  and  afterwards  compounded  or  pre¬ 
par'd  by  an  honefl  Artift ,  yet  in  this  way  of 
their  Adminifiration ,  it  cannot  otherwise 
fall  out ,  but  that  many  more  mufl  be  injur1  d 
[at  leaf  if  they  are  good  for  any  thing ] 
than  can  be  benefited  thereby , 


THis  2d  general  Propofition,  I  ground, 

1 .  Upon  the  fimihtude  or  iikenefs  of 
one  Difeafe  with  another  ;  by  which ,  Phyficians 
tbemfelves,  who  have  had  ad  Opportunities  by 
a  View  of  the  Patient ,  and  flriii  Enquiry  in * 
to  all  Circumfiances ,  have ,  not  w  it  hfi  an  dingy 
been  fome  times  unhappily  mi fiaken.  2 .  Upon 
the  differing  ConfiitutionSy  as  wed  as  differing 
Circumfiances  of  fome  other s7  labouring  un¬ 
der  the  Jame  Difiempery  requiring  fill  a  di+ 
vers  Method  of  Healing,  3.  From  the  fame 
Difeafe ,  differently  cir  cumfi ant iated  one  Day , 
perhaps  an  Hour  from  what  it  is  the  nexty 
and  quite  altering  the  firfi  Intention,  4.  From 
divers  Caufes  giving  Rife  to  the  fame  Di- 
fiemper.  and  which  are  always  to  be  refpeffed 
carefudy  by  every  good  Phyfician.  5.  And 

'  •  laftly. 
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laftly,  From  particular  JdiojyncraJy’>s ,  a  bard 
Word  1  mu  ft  confefs  Jor  a  common  Reader  to 
anderfiand,  and  which  1  know  not  bow  to  ex- 
prefs  otherwife,  than  its  implying  fomething 
in  our  Natures,  by  which  one  Man  naturally 
abhors ,  or  loaths ,  what  another  is  pleafed 
•with,  and  fo  contrarily. 

From  Tome  one  or  more  of  thefe 
[which  are  not  all  I  could  enumerate,  but 
enough  I  think  to  my  Purpofe]  I  fhall 
here,  I  fay,  undertake  to  evince  that  you 
run  exceeding  Hazards,  by  medling  with 
any  Medicine,  however  good  in  its  kind, 
recommended  in  this  way  of  Jdvertife - 
went,  notwithftanding  the  belt  printed 
Directions  that  can  be  given  therewith. 

And  for  the  clearer  Reprefentation  of 
this  Affair,  I  fhall,  by  way  of  Demonftra- 
tion,  give  at  lea  ft  one  Example  [my  in¬ 
tended  Brevity  not  allowing  more]  under 
each  of  the  foregoing  Heads ;  and  I  will 
begin  with  that  very  common  Difeafe  the 
Cholick :  Now  this  you  all  know,  is  a 
Name  by  which  we  are  apt  to  fignify  any 
Pain,  whether  fix’d  or  moving,  in  the 
Stomach  or  Bowels.  It  is  indeed  a  Word 
of  Latitude,  and  contains  feveral  Species 
[if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Expreffion  here] 
under  one  common  Genus ;  and  thus  there 
is  a  Cholick  [  the  molt  frequent  of  any 
other]  arifing  from  Wind  pent  up  in  fome 

part 
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part  of  the  Stomach  or  Guts.  There  is  a 
Cholick  from  Cold,  Phlegmatic  Humours 
alfo  heap’d  up  and  obltru&ing  the  fame 
Parts.  There  is  a  Cholick  from  what 
Phylicians  properly  enough  call  Bile  or 
yellow  Choler,  hence  nam’d  a  Bilious 
Cholick ,  arifing  from  this  Humour  fer¬ 
menting  with  fome  others  in  thefe  Parts 
alfo,  and  exciting  the  moil:  cruel  Tor¬ 
ments.  Again,  there  is  a  Cholick  proceed¬ 
ing  from  an  Inflammation  of  thefe  Parts, 
attended  with  very  cruel,  and  often  fatal 
Symptoms,  as  Gangrene  and  Mortification. 
Farther,  there  is  a  Cholick  from  a  Hurry 
and  Confulion  of  the  Spirits,  rufhing  as 
it  were  impetuoufly  upon  the  Bowels,  and 
producing  exquilite  Pains  in  the  Stomach 
or  Guts,  with  Vomiting  fometimes,  as  in 
a  true  Cholick  :  At  other  times  the  Pain  is 
leated  on  the  Kidneys  and  Neck  of  the 
Bladder,  which  in  confult  with  that  ex¬ 
cellent  Phyfician  Dr.  Mead,  I  was  once  a 
Witnefs  of,  occafioning  a  total  Supprefli- 
on  of  Urine ,  and  putting  on  the  exaft 
likenefs  of  a  Cholick  from  the  Stone  or 
Gravel ;  and  this  we  call  an  Hjflerick 
Cholick.  There  is,  lafllj,  a  Cholick  from 
the  faid  Gravel ,  which  we  call  the  Stone 
Cholick ,  and  which  by  Confent  of  Parts, 
in  many  Symptoms,  refembles  alfo  the 
comriion  Cholick . 


You 
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You  may  objeG:,  that  albeit  there  may 
be  many  Caufes  of  thefe  Cbolicks,  yet  if 
the  fame  Remedy  will  remove  the  Com¬ 
plaint,  no  matter  whether  he  who  fells  it, 
can  rightly  diftinguifh  thefe  feveral  Caufes; 
and  indeed,  if  this  could  be  made  out,  I 
would  grant  due  weight  to  the  Objection  ; 
but  the  contrary  is  mod  notorious,  and  by 
this  Miftake,  abundance  of  Patients  have 
mifcarry’d ;  for  tho’  many  of  the  Species 
have  fome  common  Accident  or  Symptom, 
fuch  as  Pain,  Vomiting ,  Coftivenefs,  with 
fmall  or  no  Fever ;  others  great  Heat, 
Tbirft ,  with  Fever  attending ;  others,  as 
we  faid  juft  now,  with  Strangury  or  jlop- 
fage  of  Urine ;  yet  thefe  ariflng  from 
very  differing  Caufes,  and  producing  alfo 
differing  Conl'equences,  mu  ft  be  treated 
therefore  in  a  quite  differing  Method. 
’Tis  own’d  they  all  agree  in  one  common 
Symptom,  I  mean  Pain,  implying,  as  it 
might  therefore  feem,  one  common  Re¬ 
medy,  viz .  fome  Opiat  to  take  off  the 
fame.  But  he  who  nrft  goes  to  take  off 
this  Symptom  in  fome  of  them,  without 
having  an  Eye  to  remove  the  Caufe, 
fixes  the  fame  deeper,  and  fometimes 
thereby  puts  it  out  of  the  Povftr  of  the 
moft  fuitable  Remedy  afterwards  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  Sick  who  had  been  thus  igno¬ 
rantly  treated. 

•kf  ■ 
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To  explain  this  Matter  a  little  farther  ; 
He,  who  in  the  Inflammatory,  or  Bilious 
Cholick ,  fends  for  any  of  the  common 
Cholick  Waters 5  [as  they  are  mifchievoufly 
termed]  whether  the  famous  J —  M — rr, 
the  never  failing  G- — -r,  which  is  nothing 
elfe  but  Lovage  Water ,  the  common,  and 
now  well  known  Remedy  of  Daffy  ;  or, 
in  a  word,  a  Quartern  of  Geneva  [which 
alone  has  deftroy’d  more  than  our  thirty 
Years  War,  and  will  do  the  Bufinefs  as 
well  as  the  beft  of  them]  not  forgetting 
the  burnt  Brandy  prepar’d  at  home  ;  he,  I 
fay,  who  takes  this  Method,  at  this  time,  is 
little  wifer  than  one  who  claps  the 
Muzzle  of  the  Piftol  into  the  Patient’s  Fun¬ 
dament,  and  lets  fly,  in  hopes  to  clear  the 
Way  of  all  Obftruftions  :  Pardon  the 
Comparifon,  but  I  can  aifure  you,  the 
one  is  likely  near  upon  with  the  other, 
to  deftroy  the  Difeafed  and  the  Difeafe  to¬ 
gether.  Again,  he  who  fhall  attempt, 
and  give  one  of  the  ftrong  Glyfters,  much 
more  the  Purges  at  this  time,  which  are 
cuftomary  in  the  Cold,  Phlegmatick,  or 
Vitreous  Cholick ,  will  aft  as  wildly ;  the 
fame  will  have  the  like  evil  Tendency  in 
the  Hyjlerick  Cholick ,  where  the  chief  In¬ 
tention  is  by  fome  of  the  Foetid  or  Hyjlerick 
Remedies,  fo  called,  mix’d  with  Opiates , 
to  take  off  the  Hurry,  and  bridle  the  ex¬ 
orbitant 
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orbitant  Outrage  of  the  Spirits.  Farther;, 
He  likewife  who  purfues  this  Courfe  with 
hot  inflaming  Spirits,  and  hot  Purges,  in 
expectation  of  eafing  the  Stone-Cholick , 
where  foft,  glib,  flippery  and  oyly  Me¬ 
dicines,  lenient  Glyfters,  and  cooling  Pur¬ 
gatives,  with  Opiates,  efpecially  in  the 
Fit,  are  indicated,  will  be  as  much  difap- 
pointed.  On  the  contrary,  He  who  di- 
reds  cold  Water,  Milk  and  Water,  Bar¬ 
ley  Water,  Almond  Milks,  and  the  like, 
in  the  Cold  Phlegmatick  Cholick,  [howbeit 
well  fuited  to  the  Bilious  and  Hot]  where 
the  hotter  Carminative  Compofitions , 
warm  Glyfters,  and  brisk  Purges,  bridled 
however  with  fome  Opiate,  are  requifite, 
will  fhoot  alfo  as  wide  of  the  Mark. 

Hence  I  think  it  will  appear  felf- evi¬ 
dent,  that  whoever  trufts  to  any  of  thefe 
Anticholical  Remedies,  fo  denominated  and 
fold  about  the  Town,  muft  exped  to 
rifque  his  Health,  if  not  his  Life,  fince  the 
Chance  is  fo  great  of  its  doing  more  Hurt 
than  Good ;  and  if  the  beft  Phyficians  are 
fometimes  puzzled,  who  attend  at  the 
Bed-fide  of  the  Patient,  and  inform  them- 
felves  all  they  can,  yet  find,  by  a  peculiar 
Symptom,  or  accidental  Appearance  af¬ 
terwards,  that  they  had  gone  before  upon 
a  wrong  Notion  of  the  Cafe,  which  be¬ 
ing  by  this  new  Difcovery  let  into,  they 
.•  a; .  o  quickly 
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quickly  after  can  relieve  the  Sick  Perfon  ; 
if  this  be  fo,  as  frequently  falls  our,  how* 
I  fay,  is  it  to  be  expe&ed,  that  any  Angle 
Medicament,  made  up  by  a  Quack  who 
knows  nothing  of  thefe  Diftin£tions  [or 
if  he  did,  could  in  this  way  provide  for 
the  fame]  can  anfwer  the  Expectation* 
You  fee  it  mu  ft  be  Hot ,  and,  it  mu  ft  be  Cold ; 
it  moft  Purge  ftrongly ,  weakly ,  and  it  muft 
not  Purge  at  all  ;  it  muft  caufe  Reft,  and 
muft  p revent  Sleep ,  with  feveral  other  very 
oppoBte  Qualities,  which  are  contradiQo* 
ry  in  the  very  Terms,  and  therefore  both 
impofiible  and  impracticable  in  this  pub- 
lick  way. 

The  fecond  Objection  I  raifed  againffc 
thefe  Quack-Remedies  fold  at  the  Shops, 
was  founded  on  the  differing  CQnftitutions, 
and  divers  Circumftances  otherways  at¬ 
tending  upon  the  fame  Patient ;  and  I  will 
here  inftance  in  another  popular  Difeafe, 
the  Scorvy ,  which  together  with  that  of 
the  Worms ,  father  many  more  Diftempers 
than  they  have  a  juft  right  to,  and  by  the 
miftaken  Conceptions  whereof,  many  a- 
dult  Perfons  have  fuffer’d  by  the  one,  as 
thoufands  of  Children  have  done  by  the 
other.  I  deny  not  but  they  are  both  com¬ 
mon  Difeafes,  yet  I  would  have  no  one 
take  a  Remedy  for  either,  till  by  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  fome  able  Phyftcian,  they  are 
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inform’d  what  Ground  they  go  upon  ? 
but  I  haften  to  my  Bufinefs, 

The  Scorvy  has  been  ufuaily,  by  all 
good  Modern  Writers,  divided  into  a 
Salino  Sulphureous ,  and  a  Sulphureo  Saline ; 
but  thefe  being  Words  not  at  all  intelli¬ 
gible  to  common  Readers,  for  which  this  is 
defigned  chiefly,  we  fhall  diftinguifh  it 
only  as  Acid  and  Salt,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  a 
cold  and  a  hot  Scorvy  ;  and  indeed  without 
regard  to  this  Ample  Divifion,  it  is  impof- 
Able  either  to  conceive  a  true  Notion  of  the 
Difeafe,  or  to  adapt  Remedies  for  the 
Cure :  Some  have  made  a  middle  Species, 
and  truly  with  refped  to  fome  Tempe¬ 
raments,  lying  betwixt  the  two  Extremes, 
not  improperly. 

Now  as  the  Acid  or  Cold  Scorvy  will 
difpenfe  with  fome  of  the  hot  and  biting 
Plants,  fuch  as  Horfe-radijh,  Jrfmart, 
Scorvy-grafs,  Wormwood,  Aron-Roots,  Win - 
ters-Bark,  Orange-Peel ,  and  the  like;  with 
dijlilPd  Waters,  Tinllures,  Wines,  Spirits , 
extracted  thence ;  fo  contrarily,  the  Sul¬ 
phureo  Saline,  or  the  Hot  Scorvy,  requires 
the  more  cold  or  temperate ;  fuch  are  En¬ 
dive,  Dandalyon,  Plantane,  Fumitory,  Ci- 
chory ,  Sorrel ,  and  fuch  like  ;  either  in  De¬ 
coctions,  Jnfufions,  or  the  Ample  Juices  cla¬ 
rified,  which  exceed  all  other  Forms.  The 
middle  fort  may  have  them  chofen  out  of 

both 
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both  the  foregoing,  as  may  heft  fuit  the 
Patient’s  Temperament  or  Conftitution/ 
without  regard  to  which,  it  will  be  im- 
poffible  any  one  afflicted  with  this  Di- 
ftempdr,  can  ever  receive  the  Advantage 
that  otherwife  he  iforght,  and  no  won¬ 
der  that  in  over-looking  thereof,  lb  ma¬ 
ny  People  fall  under  worfe  Circumftances 
than  before,  much  heighthening  the  very* 
Symptoms,  of  which  they  thought  them- 
felves  purfuing  the  Cure  ;  and  here  I 
think  i  have  a  fair  Opportunity  to  ae* 
quaint  you,  that  thofe  very  common  Re¬ 
medies,  with  which  more  efpecrally  the 
Town  is  flock’d  fay  Quacks  and  t mpiricks^ 
I  mean  the  Spirits  of  Scorvj-grajs  [to  thou- 
fands  of  whom  each  has  prov’d  a  very  four vy 
Spirit]  whether  plain  or  purging,  have 
been  fomeof  the  molt  pernicious  and  de^ 
ftruttive  Remedies  that  were  ever  advert 
tis’d  in  Publick,  especially  to  the  bo.t$ 
jaline ,  fquAlid,  and  emaciated  Habits,  whofe 
Blood  has  been  thereby  fired  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  and  the  Difoafe  fo  aggravated,  that 
1  have  feen  hundreds  of  them  broke 


with  Blotches  and  Boils,  wao  were  clear 
before  the  taking  thereof;  others  have 
become  as  it  were  Leprous ;  others  drove 
into  Hedficks  and  Consumptions,  and  the 
Spots  or  Eruptions  growing  ten  times 
worfe  uftder  the  expetted  Remedy,  Nor 
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is  it  likely  it  fhould  happen  otherwife, 
where  no  regard  is  had,  as  I  faid  before, 
to  thefe  three  different  States,  Tempera* 
ments,  or  Habits  of  Body,  but  led  away 
with  the  empty  Name  of  Spirits  of  Scorvy- 
grafs,  giving  the  fame  promifcuoufly  to  all 
of  them. 

From  thefe  Spirits  I  might  pafs  to  o- 
thers,  tho’  not  of  the  like  Nature,  yet  of 
the  fame  Form ;  particularly  the  two  late 
ones  fet  up  for  Sale  by  fome  of  the  fame 
People,  I  mean  the  Spirit  of  Ground-Ivy , 
and  the  Spirit  of  Bohea-Tea ,  as  to  which 
my  time  will  not  allow  me  to  make  far¬ 
ther  Remarks,  than  that  they  feem  all  of 
them  to  contain  much  more  of  the  Arti¬ 
ficial  Productions  of  the  Element,  made 
ufe  of  to  extrad  them,  than  the  Ample 
or  natural  Ones  of  the  Plant  they  are 
drawn  from ;  or,  [as  an  excellent  Phyfi- 
cian  has  well  obferv’d  of  fome  others] 
that  they  are  rather  Creatures  of  the 
Fire,  than  real  or  inherent  Qualities  ex¬ 
iting  before  therein  j  and  that  notwith- 
ftanding  they  may  be  well  enough  fuited 
to  fome  few  Cafes,  where  the  hot  and 
fpirituous  Regimen  [as  Phyficians  call  it] 
is  allowable,  yet,  generally  fpeaking,  they 
are  much  more  hurtful  than  beneficial ; 
and  whoever  will  be  at  the  Pains  of  infu- 
fingor  fteeping  the  well-dry’d  Plant  in  hot 

Water., 
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Water,  as  the  common  Tea  is  prepar’d* 
or  taking  the  clarify’d  Juice  from  the 
Green  one,  when  the  Seafon  will  admit, 
will  have  a  Remedy  infinitely  preferable 
to  thefe  fiery  Spirits. 

As  to  the  Teas,  peculiarly  fo  termed,  a 
foolifh  Cuftom  has  now  brought  them  in* 
to  fuch  Requeft  among  People  of  all  forts, 
that  to  go  about  the  crying  them  down 
were  to  little  purpofe;  nor  indeed  till  we 
know  what  better  Amufement  to  intro¬ 
duce  [for  there  is,  it  feems,  no  Conver* 
fation  that  can  be  upheld  without  feme 
tipling  of  one  kind  or  other]  in  their 
room,  would  it  be  expedient.  The  pre* 
fent  have  many  powerful  Advocates  on 
their  fide,  any  one  of  which  might  en¬ 
danger  the  over-fetting  a  fingle  Adver- 
fary ;  for  firft  of  all,  if  thefe  Liquors 
were  difus’d,  the  Crown  would  be  robb’d 
of  a  confiderable  Revenue;  the  E.  L  C. 
put  to  their  Trumps  to  fend  abroad  fo 
much  of  our  Silver,  which  they  barter 
away  for  thefe  dry  Leaves,  and  feme 
other  Toys  and  Trifles,  efpecially  the 
EarthenWare  that  comes  along  with  them; 
[but  fure  it  is  no  more  chan  right,  that 
thofe  who  furnifh  the  Regalia,  fhould  fend 
us  likewife  the  Utenfils  with  which  it  is 
difh’d  out]  ;  and  laftly,  to  name  no  more, 
the  Grocer  would  be  at  as  great  a  lofs  to 
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get  off  his  Loaf-Sugar ;  fo  that  upon  all 
thefe  Confiderations,  we  will  leave  it 
where  we  found  it,  with  this  farther  Ad¬ 
monition  to  all  thofe  who  have  a  value  for 
their  Gums  and  Teeth,  if  nothing  elfe, 
that  they  would  leave  off  thus  perpetu¬ 
ally  Codling  or  Parboyling  of  them,  un- 
lefs  they  intend  them,  at  long  run,  to  be 
ferved  up  at  the  fame  Table  fora  fecond 
Courfe.  In  a  word,  I  can’t  think  any  of 
thefe  fcalding  hot  Infufions,  fit  for  any 
other  than  a  Phyfical  ufe  ;  but  if  they  mutt 
take  place,  methinks  kis  great  pity  we 
are  oblig’d  to  fend  fo  far  for  fomewhar, 
whofe Place  [were  we  minded  to  make  the 
Enquiry]  might  be  as  well,  if  not  much 
better,  fupply’d  at  Home,  it  being  a  cer¬ 
tain  Truth,  that  no  Man  walks  a  Mile 
from  the  Town’s  end,  but  treads  upon 
many  a  more  ufeful  Plant  than  this ;  but  to 
return  to  our  Subje£t,  the  Scorvj. 

There  is,  farthermore,  fcarce  any  thing 
fo  common,  as  to  find  this  Difeafe 
complicated  with  fome  others,  requiring 
variety  of  Prefcriptions  and  Compofitions 
f uited  to  the  prefent  Indication,  that  is, 
fuch  other  peculiar  Ingredients  in  the  Anti- 
fcorbutick  Mixture,  as  may  beft  anfwer  the 
variety  of  Symptoms,  winch  are  fo  vari¬ 
ous  at  fomenmes,  that  the  higheft  Pru¬ 
dence,  and  great  judgment,  is  often 
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wanted  to  trace  out  the  Original,  and  to 
know  certainly,  whether  the  fame  are 
Symptoms  only  of  the  Scorvy ,  or  primary 
and  original  Difeafes  of  themfeives  :  thus 
to  inftance,  In  the  Head ,  rve  have  often 
Giddinefs  and  great  Pain ,  like  a  common 
Head-ach  ;  rotten  or  putrid  Gums  in  the 
Mouth  like  the  Canker ,  as  the  good  old 
Women  call  it ;  in  the  Breafi ,  Palpitation  of 
the  Heart  and  Swooning  :  jhortnefs  of  the 
Breath ,  as  in  the  dflhma  \  in  the  Belly ,  Cho- 
licks  and  Bloody  Fluxes ,  as  from  other 
Caufes  ;  with  wandering  and  flying  Pains  in 
the  Limbs  like  the  Rheunpatifm  )  together 
with  fundry  other  intricate  Symptoms, 
which  in  adapting  our  Remedies  to  the 
Difeafe  in  general,  are  always  mod  heed- 
fully  to  be  reflected ;  and  for  which  there¬ 
fore,  none  of  thefe  Quack  Remedies,  how 
carefully  foever  compounded,  can  make 
a  necelfary  Provifion. 

My  third  Exception  againft  thefe  Em¬ 
pirical  Medicines  publifhM  in  this  way, 
was  taken  from  the  Confideration  of  the 
fame  Difeafe  circumftantiated  differently 
one  Day,  perhaps  one  Hour,  from  what  it 
was  in  that  before,  or  may  be  the  follow¬ 
ing,  and  requiring  alfo  a  quite  differing 
Method  in  the  Cure  :  And  here  I  ihail 
give  Example  in  that  moll  terrible,  but 
common  Diiiemper,  th ^Gravel  and  Stone, 
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which  in  the  Fit  requires  one  Remedy ;  out  of 
it ,  another ;  or  if  too  big  to  pafs  [here  alfo 
the  learned  Phyfician  can  only  judge]  one 
Intention;  if  pa/fing,  afecond;  andif  pajfed 
into  the  Bladder ,  a  third  :  And  here,  I 
fay,  the  Prefence  of  an  experienc’d  Phy¬ 
fician  is  as  much  wanted  as  any  where, 
and  a  Miftake  herein  has  often  coft  the 
poor  tormented  Patient  his  Life;  torment¬ 
ed,  I  fay,  by  his  Difeafe,  and  ftill  farther 
tormented  by  a  Quack  Remedy  he  had 
rafhly  taken  ;  but  farther  to  enlarge  up¬ 
on  this  Subject  by  way  of  Explanation. 
When  the  Stone  then  is  fix’d  in  the  KJd - 
pey,  and  too  big  to  pafs  [known  only  as 
above  by  the  Scrutiny  of  an  able  or  expe¬ 
rienc’d  Phyfician]  all  we  can  do  here,  is 
rationally  to  blunt  the  Pain  with  Anodyne 
or  Opiate  Medicines  fuited  thereunto ; 
whilft  in  the  mean  time  we  try  to  fheath 
the  Acrimony  of  the  Humours  by  proper 
Emulftons ,  Almond- Milks,  and  other  foft 
or  Mucilaginous  Medicines,  as  Phyficians 
call  them,  having  regard  alfo  to  the 
bloody  Water  that  is  fometimes  made, 
when  the  Stone  fball  happen  to  fhift  its 
Place,  and  with  its  Points  or  Angles 
wound  fome  of  the  tender  Veflels. 

When  the  Stone  [being  palfable]  is 
moved  down  into  the  Vreter  [the  Pajfage 
from  the  Kjdney  to  the  Bladder,  fo  named , 
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about  the  bignefs  of  a  [mall  Goo/e  quill ,  long, 
and  fomewhat  diflorted  like  the  Letter  j  ~] 
we  are  then,  by  fome  oyly ,  glib,  fojt , 
ftnooth,  or  fippery  Medicines,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  Turpentine  Clijlers ,  alfo  emollient 
Oyls  and  Baths  externally,  to  attempt  the 
dilating  of  thefe  narrow  Pipes ,  and  make 
way  for  its  defcent  or  pafling  on  •  in  the 
mean  time,  directing  alfo  [asaforefaid]  pro¬ 
per  Jnodynes  to  appeafe  the  Pain,  or  blunt 
the  exquifite  Senfation  thereof ;  and  believe 
me,  whoever  fhall  give  or  take  at  this  Jun- 
fture,  either  Tipping* s  Liquor ,  the  Volatile 
Cleanfer ,  Rogers's  Powder ,  or  any  other,  e» 
VQnHonorato  Fcrnello, Gent,  and  noPhyfician , 
his  Diffolution  Salt ,  will  run  great  danger 
of  encrealing  their  Torture,  plugging  up 
the  obftru&ing  Stone,  and  miferably  de~ 
ftroying  you  ;  the  mildeft  Diuretic ,  or 
Urine-forcer,  doing,  at  fuch  times,  incre¬ 
dible  Mifchief:  And  altho’fome  of  them 
may  be  after  ufeful,  together  with  dilu¬ 
ting  Liquors,  to  cleanfe  the  Paffages,  and 
wafli  the  Kidneys  ;  yet  the  Continuance 
of  them  unfeafonably,  has  fometimes 
both  weaken’d  the  Urinary  Parts,  and 
brought  more  of  this  fabulous  or  gravelly 
Matter,  together  with  fome  concreting 
Salts  out  ot  the  Blood,  than  might  other- 
wife  have  fallen  down  ;  fo  that  upon  all 
thefe  Confiderations,  you  oiuft  fureiy  be 
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apprized  how  dangerous  it  will  be  for  you 
t;o  rely  upon  any  of  thefe,  however  cele¬ 
brated  Remedies,  fold  up  and  down  the 
Town  by  Quacks ,  or  ignorant  Perfons ; 
not  one  of  which  either  ever  was,  or  can 
be  fo  contriv’d,  as  to  anfwer  all  the  pro¬ 
per  Intentions,  how  fpecifcady  foever  they 
are  compounded:  Of  which  farther  pre- 
fently,  'when  we  enquire  into  their  Na¬ 
ture. 

My  fourth  Reafon  for  diffwading  you 
a  gain  ft  thefe  Medicines,  was  taken  from 
the  vaftjy  differing  Caufes,  giving  Rife 
to  the  fame  Diftem-per,  and  which  are  al¬ 
ways  carefully  to  be  refpecfed,  in  our 
Phyfical  Prefcriptions  for  the  lame.  And 
here  I  (hall  let  before  you,  one  of  the 
molt  commonTand  which  through  tam¬ 
pering  fir  if  of  all  with  Quack  Remedies, 
and  old  Wives  Receipts ,  at  lea  ft  for  want 
qf  timely  Application  to  the  learned  Phy- 
fician,  makes  one  of  themoft  confiderable 
Numbers  in  our  Bills  of  Mortality]  that 
is  a  Corfumptto n,  of  which,  befides  the 
general  diftincfton  of  Original  and  Sympto- 
matical \  we  have  from  one  of  the  bell 
Writerspf  this  Diftemper  [and  who  knew 
as  well  as  apy  other  how  to  cure  it]  the 
following  particular  ones  reckon’d  up  ;  as 
a  Conjumpti.  n  from  great  Lofs  of  Blood,  or 
Ottyet  Evtyuai$pftSy  as  from  V leers,  Bijluldx 
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of  Apoflems  ;  from  giving  Suck ,  a  Loofenefs , 
Diabetes,  Sweats ,  Salivations  ;  like  wife, 
Consumptions  from  a  Drepfy,  the  things -Evil , 
Scorvy ,  Jflhma ,  Melancholy,  Stones  in  the 
Lungs,  the  French  :  Again,  there 
are  Confumptions  from  the  Green-ficknefs, 
Intermitting  Fevers  or  Agues,  Pleurtfies, 

' Jaundice  ;  /fe  Gout,  Rheumatism, 

with  certain  others  too  tedious  and  umie- 
ceiTary  farther  to  take  notice  of. 

Now  altho’  in  each  of  thefe  we  have 
one  general  Aim,  viz.  the  recruiting  the 
decay’d  Habit  ;  yet  not  only  the  Symp¬ 
toms  ,  fuch  as  the  Cough ,  Loofenef  s , 
Sweats,  iffc.  afford  divers  Indications,  and 
a  different  Management,  but  in  each  of 
them,  very  fingular  regard  is  to  be  had 
to  the  original  Difeafe,  of  which  thefe 
Symptoms  are  only  Confequents:  Thus 
for  Example,  if  we  think  to  cure  a  Con* 
fumption  from  the  Evil ,  with  the  fame  Re¬ 
medies  we  fet  upon  another  from  a  Dropfy  ; 
or  if  we  undertake  to  cure  another  from 
bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  or  other  parts  of  the 
Body,  with  thofe  we  direci  for  the  Cure 
of  one  from  an  Jflhma,  Scorvy ,  or  faun* 
dice ,  we  (hall  find  our  felves  very , much 
out  of  the  way  of  obtaining  our  defired 
Ends:  No  witer  is  he,  who  enterpnzes 
the  Cure  of  a  Pocky  Hectic  with  Jntifcor - 
buticks ,  requir'd  in  the  Cure  of  a  Ccnfump- 
'■  -'v  tion 
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tion  fratn  the  Scorvy  ;  .nay,  if  he  mix  not 
the  Counter-poifov,  I  mean  fome  Mercurial 
Preparation,  with  his  Pectoral  or  Jnsi~ 
phtbiftcal  Remedies,  at  leaft  orders  them 
not  between  whiles,  he  will  find  he  is  do¬ 
ing  fomewhat  worfe  than  walhing  the 
JEthiopian  White,  that  is  lofing  his  La¬ 
bour  only,  but  is  aceeffary  alfo  to  the 
poor  Man’s  Death,  which,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  had  been  prevented  by  the  Care  of 
a  more  underftanding  and  expert  Phyfi- 
cian.  In  a  word,  he  who  fancies  he  can 
cure  any  one  of  thefe  Confumptions  we 
have  already  recounted,  with  the  fame 
Regimen,  that  may  be  truly  ufeful  for 
fome  other  of  them,  is  upon  the  fame  level 
of  Underftanding  with  the  Undertaker, 
to  fit  all  Bodies  with  the  fame  Suit  of 
Apparel ;  fince  it  is  manifeftly  apparent, 
that  in  each  of  them,  the  Method  mull 
be  in  fome  Particulars  varied,  and  confe- 
quently  many  of  them  thus  differing, 
even  radically  one  from  the  other,  there 
can  be  no  radical  Cure  [according  to  the 
vain  Pretence  of  one  of  our  prefent  Re¬ 
ceipt  Quacks]  by  any  fingle  Remedy 
whatever,  even  that  very  common  Symp¬ 
tom  attending  almoft  all  of  them,  efpe- 
cialiy  towards  the  Conclufion,  I  mean  the 
Cough ,  requires  the  uttpoftof  our  Caution 
and  Circumfpe&ion,  in  endeavquring  to 
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cafe  the  Sick  herein  ;  for  tho7  many  of 
them  bear  Opiates  well,  and  that  we  can 
do  little  or  nothing  without  them,  as  in  the 
Melancholy  particularly,  and  feveral  others 
with  a  thin  Catarrh ,  or  with  a  dry  Convui - 
five  Tickling ,  and  a  tolerable  good  Breath- 
ing ;  yet  in  fome  others,  as  the  Scorbutic 
with  a  tough  Phlegm ,  difficult  Expectoration^ 
and  fhort  Breath  ;  in  the  Hydropic ,  and  efpe* 
dally  the  Afthmatic ,  half  a  Grain  of  Laa~ 
danumy  given  by  fome  Quack  or  Empiric , 
has  fent  many  of  thefe  People  to  their  long 
Home ;  the  Authors  of  whofe  untimely 
Ends  [had  Juftice  taken  Place]  ought, 
from  the  Gallows,  to  have  been  fent  after 
them. 

I  come  now  to  my  la  ft  Objection  a- 
gainft  thefe  Medicines,  which  I  took  from 
the  lingular  and  unaccountable  Antipathies 
of  particular  Perfons,  againft  fome  parti¬ 
cular  Ingredients  in  a  Compofmon  ; 
which,  how  mean  foever  it  may  appear 
to  be  raifed  here,  has  always  had  great 
Regard  in  Phyfic  ;  and  the  want  of  Fore- 
fight  or  Pre-conlideration  thereof,  has 
been  exceedingly  pernicious  to  fome  Pa¬ 
tients,  and  has  alfo  difgraced  thePhyficiam 
To  inftance  in  one  or  two  Examples :  Some 
few  Hy ft  eric  Women  there  are ,  who  receive  a 
very  fingular  Relief  by  a  full  Dofe  of  Musk 
Or  Civet ,  whereas  a  Grain  of  either ,  to  the 
*•'  i  •  •  '  greater 
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greater  Number  of  that  Sexy  is  exceedingly 
dijpleafingy  and  to  fome  of  them  has  been  al- 
mofi  fatal.  Again ,  There  are  fome  of  both 
Sexes  who  can  bear  Opium  we  If  and  jleep 
quietly  therewith  ;  whiift  others  are  confound- 
edj  and  almofl  diflracled ,  till  the  Effects  of 
it  are  worn  off.  The  leaf  quantity  of  Honey 
will  purge  and  [well  up  fame  as  if  they  were 
Poifon'd  :  Hence  Diafcordium,  Venice- 
Treacle,  and  Mithridate,  not  only  upon 
this  Account^  but  fometimes  alfo  upon  fome 
other  Secret ,  or7  as  we  fay ,  natural  Anti¬ 
pathy  or  Averfwn ,  injlead  of  being  eAnti- 
4otes9  are  like  Boifon  it  [elf  to  fome  parti¬ 
cular  Conflitutions .  Mint- Water  to  one  / 
know7  is  the  mojl  certain  Vomit ,  tho ’  it  flops 
that  Complaint  in  almofl  all  others .  Saffron, 
a  Cordial  to  the  generality ,  I  have  alfo  ob- 
Jirved  by  the  like  Secret ,  Ant ip  at  hy ,  has  cau - 
fed  others  to  faint  awayy  either  by 'the  Smell 
tV  2  a fie.  It  were  too  tedious  to  reckon 
up  more  of  this  kind,  which  the  prudent 
Phyfician,  by  converfe  with  his  Patient, 
and  Enquiries  of  this  Nature,  can  eafily 
obviate  and  provide  againft  ;  but  of 
which,  in  this  publick  way  of  purchafing 
Quack; Remedies  [I  wifh  I  could  fay  that 
were  all]  you  muft  run  the  Hazard. 

'  I  have  given  only  a  (ingle  Inftance  un¬ 
der  each  Head  of  thefe  Objections,  that 
I  might  not  fwell  this  little  Trait  beyond 
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its  intended  Bounds ;  and  indeed  to  have 
fingled  out  each  Difeafe,  and  commented 
thereon,  would  have  beep  to  have  writ 
a  kind  of  Physical  Hiftory  for  the  ufe  of 
Phyficians,  who  know,  perhaps,  already 
[at  leaft  many  of  them]  more  than  my 
felf,  inftead  of  fome  fhort  Hints  and  In- 
ftru&ions,  for  the  ufe  of  others,  and  for 
whom  this  prefent  Difquifition  is  only  in¬ 
tended  ;  for  there  is  no  Diftemper  with 
which  \ve  are  affhdled,  but  in  unfolding 
after  the  fame  manner,  I  could  eafily 
make  it  appear,  and  I  hope  alfo,  convince 
you,  that  no  Remedy  for  any  of  them, 
this  way  recommended,  can  be  fecurely 
rely’d  on  ;  that  it  may  poffibiy  afford 
fome  Benefit,  but  much  more  probably 
do  you  a  Mifchief  ;  or  in  other  Words, 
that  in  about  twenty,  there  is  one  Chance 
for,  to  nineteen,  againtt  you.  Who  then 
that  has  his  Senfes  would  thus  a£t  in  the 
Dark  in  an  Affair  fo  valuable  as  their 


Health?  Or  who  thus  throw  the  Dye y  as  it 
liver  ey  upon  the  Drum-head^  for  their  Life ,  if 
they  could  avoid  it  ? 

Can  you  now  believe  it  poffihle ,  in  fo  great 
variety  of  Symptoms ,  appearing  under  the 
fame  Difeafe ,  Jome  of  them  Jo  contradictory  to 
each  other  in  their  Indications  or  Intentions 


of  Healing  ;  fo  great  Jffinity  or  Likenejs  of 
one  Difeafe  with  another  in  fome  common 
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Symptoms,  yet  requiring,  as  you  fee,  a  va~ 
rious  Method ,  the  Mi  (lakes  in  which  have 
been  of  the  highejl  Conferences ;  fuch  diver • 
fity  of  Habits  or  Confiitutions  likewife  to  be 
carefully  refpeffied*,  aljo  the  fudden  Changes  and 
Alterations ;  the  different  Appearances  one  Hour 
of  the  fame  Dijlemper ,  from  what  it  was  the 
Hour  before ,  or  may  be  next ,  and  catling  for  a 
quite  different  Prefcription ;  the  Sympathies  and 
Antipathies  natural  to  fome  certain  Perfons 
likewife  to  be  obferved  i  I  fay,  if  you  can  be¬ 
lieve  all  thefe  are  to  be  provided  for  by  any 
limple  Quack  Remedy  whatever,  left  to  fell 
at  a  Tradefman’s  Shop,  you  muft  believe 
at  the  fame  time,  that  a  Taylor ,  Shoe- 
maker.,  nay,  that  any  Old  Woman  who 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  nor  yec 
fpeak  intelligibly,  knows  as  much  of  Me¬ 
dicine  as  the  belt  of  us  all ;  or  that  one 
who  never  look’d  into  a  Humane  Body, 
may  be  as  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
minuteft  Parts  therein,  their  Scituation 
andUfe,  as  the  greatefl:  Mafter  of  Anato¬ 
my.  But  I  mult  believe  better  of  the 
Generality  of  my  Readers,  molt  of  which, 
I  dare  think,  have  been  thus  impofed  on 
for  want  of  having  the  Truth  fet  in  a  clear 
Light,  and  in  a  Way  fuited  to  their  Ua* 
derltandings* 


Part 
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The  Argument. 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  fome  of  thefe 
Medicines  [by  which  their  Insufficiency  of 
anftvering  their  propojed  Intentions,  will 
further  appear  manifeft J  their  twofold  ge¬ 
neral  Divifion ,  with  the  Conferences  at¬ 
tending  Jome  of  them  in  this  pub  lick  way  of 
their  Recommendation. 

I  Shall  now  make  a  brief  Enquiry  into 
the  Nature  of  thefe  Remedies,  fuch 
of  them,  I  mean,  as  by  one  way  or  other 
have  come  to  light ;  for  I  pretend  not  to 
be  thoroughly  acquainted,  unlefs  with  ve¬ 
ry  few,  nor  would  I  give  one  Farthing  to 
be  Matter  of  them  all ;  and  thefe  I  lhall 
divide  into  two  forts,  i.  Such  as  fome 
Way  alter ;  2.  Such  as  empty  our  Bodies  of 
fome  particular  Humours. 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  Alterative,  the 
principal  of  which  are  the  Stomach  Medi¬ 
cines,  as  fuppofed  to  ftrike  at  the  Root  of 
Difeafes,  and  promoting  the  firft  Dige- 
ttion  ;  among  which,  the  Bitters  are  the 
mod  famed,  and  of  which  we  have  great 
Plenty.  The  Royal  Bitter  Tincture  ;  the 
Glorious  or  Golden  Elixir  j  the  Great 
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Stomach  Elixir ,  Sjfc.  thefeare  all  of  them 
prepar’d  of  one  or  other,  fewer  or  more,  of 
the  following  Simples;  Gentian,  Galingd , 
Zjidoary  Roots ;  Tops  of  Centaury  and 
Wormwood, \  Orange-Peel  [which  is  the  chief 
of  the  Great  Elixir']  Seeds  of  Cardemome 
and  Coriander ,  to  which  fome  add  the 
Aromatics  or  Spices,  fuch  are  Nutmegs , 
Cloves,  Mace ,  &c.  thefe  fhould  be  infus’d 
cold  for  fome  Days  in  Wine,  or  in  good 
Trench  Brandy  ;  but  are  generally  [for  a 
Worldly  Reafon }  fteep’d  in  a  flunking, 
nafty  Malt- Spirit,  or  at  the  bell,  a  Mg - 
Ioffes. 

In  remarking  thefe,  when  duly  prepa¬ 
red  as  aforefaid,  I  am  far  from  under¬ 
valuing  what  all  Phyficians  frequently  di- 
te£t  as  they  fee  occafiori  ;  but  the  prepo- 
fterousUfe,  or  the  taking  them  without 
Advice,  has  rendered  them  rather  Mif- 
chievous  than  Beneficial ;  a  fad  In'ftance 
of  this  we  have  in  our  common  Whetters , 
as  they  are  called:  Now  thefe  People,  it 
is  certain*  in  fome  of  our  Taverns  about 
the  Exchange ,  meet  with  a  much  whol- 
fomer  Bitter  than  molt  of  the  loregoing 
Spirits  ;  but  their  conftant  Recourfe  to  it, 
their  doubling  and  redoubling  their  Gills, 
or  half  Pint  Ouu ,  inftead  of  ftrengthening, 
foon  deftroys  the  lone  of  their  Stomachs, 
entirely  extingmifamg  their  natural  Heat, 
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parboyling  in  a  manner  its  Coats,  after  un¬ 
bending  or  relaxing  the  Fibres  thereof, 
and  laying  afleep  its  Stimulus  or  Ef urine 
Ferment  [call’d  fo  by  fome  Phyficians]  or 
rather  drowning  the  fame  ;  fo  that  inftead 
of  exciting  or  raifing  what  they  aim  at, 
when  they  come  to  the  beft  furnifh’d  Ta¬ 
ble  the  very  fight  of  the  Food  fatiates* 
and  the  Steams  make  them  rife  up 
fometimes  and  run  away  from  the  fame  : 
They  ftreight  grow  pall’d  and  faint,  and 
having  no  way  to  recruit  their  Spirits,  are 
forced  to  return,  if  not  to  their  Bitters , 
perhaps  to  the  Brandy  Bottle,  at  lead:  they 
take  Sanciuary  in  the  Tavern,  where  the 
Cook  is  confulted  to  put  fome  Cheat  upon 
their  Stomachs,  and  humour  their  Appe¬ 
tites,  with  the  Wing  of  a  Pheafant,  or  a 
Partridge,  tho’  that  of  a  Lark  is  oft  as 
much  as  they  can  compafs :  till  the  Night 
far  fpent,  top  full  of  their  beloved  Li* 
quors,  they  come  reeling  Home  :  After 
tneir  firft  Sleep,  the  Fumes  flying  off 
which  had  imprifon’d  their  Senfes,  they 
faTT^to  retching  ;  then  rife  again  when 
that  is  over,  and  return  to  Whet.  Thus 
in  a  very  little  time  fome  hundreds  of 
brave  Constitutions  have  been  broke*  and 
the  molt  promiflng  of  our  Citizens  [at 
their  firft  fetting  out]  in  a  very  few  Years 
hurry’d  into  their  Graves, 
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It  may  be  here,  [and  that  reafonably] 
reply’d,  that  it  is  the  Abufe  only  of  thefe 
Remedies  that  does  the  Harm,  which  I 
can  readily  grant ;  but  the  Extolling  of 
them  in  all  cafes  of  decay’d  and  loft  Ap¬ 
petites,  has  firft  of  all  led  many  People 
into  this  Abufe :  And  thus  I  have  feen  a- 
bundance,  fome  too  of  good  Rank  and 
Falhion,  that  having  accuftom’d  them- 
felves  at  firft  to  a  few  Drops,  quickly  af¬ 
ter  rofe  to  Spoonfuls,  and  at  lart  full 
Glafles  of  thefe  Tintlures  and  Elixirs , 
which  in  fhort  time,  has  as  effeff ually  de- 
ftroy’d  them,  as  that  Hellifh  Liquor  the 
Geneva  does  the  common  or  poor  People  ; 
for  ’tis  not  the  Bitters,  how  good  or  ufeful 
foever,  will  defend  the  Stomach  from  be¬ 
ing  prey’d  on  by  the  fiery  Spirits  they  are 
infus’d  in  ;  nor  indeed  will  any  the  molt 
noble  Spices  [which  rather  help  farther 
to  inflame]  the  richeft  Cordials,  the  Citron, 
and  the  Cinamon  brought  from  abroad, 
have  any  better  effe£t ;  nor  in  few  Words, 
to  be  plain,  will  there  appear  other  diffe¬ 
rence  in  this  kind  of  Suicide ,  or  Self-Mur- 
ther,  betwixt  a  Basket- Woman  and  a 
Lady  of  the  firft  Quality,  were  a  Jury  to 
be  impannel’d  for  fuch  Enquiry,  than 
that  the  former  had  deftroy’d  herfelf  with 
a  Spirit  of  Nine  Pence  a  Quart,  the  latter 
with  one  of  Forty  Shillings. 
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Again,  here  is  a  farther  Mifchief  ac¬ 
crues  by  thefe  Stomach  Tinctures ,  that  be¬ 
ing  thus  [as  we  have  already  obferved] 
celebrated  for  weak  and  decay’d  Appetites, 
we  have  divers  Heffical  arid  Confumptive 
People,  others  in  Fevers  ;  Women  aifo  la¬ 
bouring  under  immoderate  Fluxes  of 
Blood ;  forrie  with  a  hot,  bilious,  and 
acrid  Serum  therein,  that  by  thefe  Rerne* 
dies  fuffer  unfpeakable  Damage.  Three 
I  have  lately  feen,  whofeRuin  might  have 
been  fairly  imputed  to  thefe  hot  and  burn- 
ing  Elixirs.  One  bleeding  to  Death  at 
Nofe,  had  a  Bottle  of  one  of  them*  which 
feem’d  a  fort  of  Elixir  Proprietors ,  at  his 
Beds  Head,  of  which  he  had  drank  for  a 
Month  before  in  Wine,  according  to  feme 
Quack’s  Advice*  and  which  I  am  fatisfy’d 
had  contributed  mightily  to  the  poor 
Man^s  Death:  The  contrary  Regimen  to 
which*  I  mean  the  Barley-Water^  Milk  and 
Water ,  Affes-Milk ,  or  the  like,  had  been 
much  fitter  for  him,  and  very  probably 
had  refeuedhim  from  this  fatal  Symptom 
that  put  an  end  to  his  Days.  But  having. 
I  fay,  loft  his  Stomach  by  hard  Drinking, 
for  which*  efpecially,  thefe  kind  of  Re¬ 
medies  are  extoll’d,  this  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  never  failing  one. 

Now  in  fome  of  thele,  or  other  Cafe3 
circumftantiated  thereunto,  where  they 
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have  been  found  neceffary  or  thought 
proper :  but  particularly  in  Intermitting 
Fevers,  in  cold  Habits,  in  Retching ,  Sick- 
nefs  or  Loathing,  and  fundry  others,  Phy- 
ficians  have  always  preferr’d  the  Infufions 
of  fome  of  thefe  Bitters  in  fair  Water,  to 
the  re&ify’d  Spirits  or  Wines  either,  un* 
lefs  in  fome  peculiar  Cafes,  and  to  much 
better  purpofe,  adding,  as  they  find  oc- 
cafion,  three  or  four  Ounces  or  a  fteeled 
Wine,  or  perhaps  two  or  three  of  the 
compound  Wormwood  Water,  to  a  Pint 
of  the  faid  Infufion  ;  but  farther  to  con¬ 
vince  you  of  the  Infufficiency  of  thefe  Re¬ 
medies  for  the  Ends  they  have  been  re¬ 
commended,  I  could  give  you  a  very  late 
inftance  in  a  Gentleman  of  good  Note 
in  this  City,  who  by  too  much  good  Fel- 
lowfhip,  having  whetted  away  his  Sto¬ 
mach,  fell  into  violent  Vomitings,  grew 
feverilh  and  thirfty,  with  other  Symptoms 
of  an  approaching  Confumption,  fuch  as 
Cough,  Loofenejs,  and  Morning  Sweats : 
He  had,  for  a  Month  paft,  drank  feveral 
Bottles  of  the  Great  Elixir,  with  other 
famous  Bitters  or  Stomach  Tinctures,  that 
by  fome  of  his  Companions,  from  printed 
Advertifements ,  had  been  recommended 
to  him,  but  ftill  growing  weaker,  he  was 
prevail’d  on  at  Iaii  to  take  farther  Advice, 
which  he  had  from  me,  and  which  was 
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[after  taking  off  the  Violence  of  his  Retching 
with  a  little  Juice  of  Lemon ,  Salt  of  Worm¬ 
wood,  and  Syrup  of  Quinces,  with  half  a 
Grain  of  Laudanum^  that  he  fhould  only 
/up  a  little  fimple  Mint -Water,  fcalding  hot , 
three  or  four  times  a  Day,  with  as  fimple 
a  Chicken  Broth  as  warm ,  betwixt  whiles , 
which  Method,  when  he  had  ftridly  fol¬ 
low’d  for  about  a  Week,  he  found  him- 
felf  better,  even  beyond  Expectation,  and 
in  lefs  than  a  Month  [by  other  proper 
Prefcriptions]  recover’d  gradually  his  Ap¬ 
petite  and- Strength  alfo.  I  have  recited 
this  Cafe,  to  Ihow  you,  how  eafily  Per- 
fons  of  Worth  and  good  Senfe  too,  are  led 
into  a  Snare,  by  the  fpecious  lhew  and 
large  Character  of  fome  Quack  Medicine, 
for  the  belt  are  no  other,  when  rafhly  ad- 
vifed  to  a  Perfon  the  Author  never  fee  in 
his  Life,  nor  can  be  therefore  appriz’d 
what  particular  Symptoms  or  Conditions 
may  happen  to  render  fuch  Remedy  much 
more  injurious  than  beneficial,  how  va¬ 
luable  foever  the  fame  might  have  been, 
if  the  Cafe  were  differently  circumstanced, 
or  directed  by  the  Judgment  of  a  Physi¬ 
cian  thereinto  enquiring,  without  which 
[if  you  dare  credit  one  who  pretends  to 
know,  at  lead,  fomewhatof  the  Matter] 
your  fafefl  way  will  be  to  meddle  with 
none  of  them;  or  if  you  muft  be  making 
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the  Experiment,  you  will  find  any  Apo¬ 
thecary  in  your  Neighbourhood,  will  fit 
you  with  a  more  fuitable  Stomach  Bitter , 
from  feme  Phyficians  Frefcript  on  his  File, 
and  at  an  eafier  Price  alfo  than  you  can 
purchafe  fome  of  thefe  deftrudive  SpiritSo 

The  next  of  the  Alterative  Remedies 
I  fiiall  obferve,  fliall  be  thofe  which  they 
call  their  Cordials  [whether  deftilPd  Wa- 
teis  or  Spirits]  a  pleafant  Word  indeed, 
the  very  Name  reviving  us.  In  this 
Oafs  we  are  prefented  with  Cordials  An - 
gelled,  Royal ,  Golden ,  Imperial ,  and  I 
know  not  how  many  others;  befides  the 
Refit  if jers  of  all  our  Vitals  formerly  obferv- 
ed  ;  together  with  the  Spirits  and  Drops, 
as  Angel4ike  alfo,  and  as  Infallible,  without 
Number. 

Now  to  all  thefe  I  have  the  fame  Ob¬ 
jection  as  againft  thofe'  laft  'mention’d, 
when  taken  thus  unadvifedly  :  Moreover, 
fome  of  them  I  find  feented  [in  hopes  to 
pleaiethe  better]  consequently  prejudicial 
to  a  great  many ,  and  molt  of  them  prepar’d 
with' a  tool  Rnglijh  Spirit,  and  fo  in  like 
manner  with  the  former,  hurtful  to  alh 
And,  indeed,  the’  Cuftom  has  apply’d 
this  ¥/ord  Cordial ,  in  a  manner  wholly  to 
fome  hot  and  fpirituous  Liquors,  or  di- 
ftiil’d,  if  not  rectify ’d  Spirits;  yet  it  often¬ 
times  falls  out,  that  a  Draught  of  cold 
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Water  with  Vinegar,  is  a  nobler  Cordial 
in  fomeof  the  Womens  Hy (l eric  or  Favour 
Fits,  or  a  few  Drops  of  Spirits  of  Harts¬ 
horn  in  a  large  Draught  of  Spring-Water, 
than  the  richeft  Cordial  Spirits  or  diftill’d 
Waters  you  can  come  by  :  Nay,  in  fome 
fanguine  Constitutions,  thefe  Outrages  of 
the  Spirits  will  be  encreafed  frequently  by 
thefe  laft,  and  the  Fits  much  lengthen’d, 
which  are  prefently  taken  oft  by  the  firft. 
But  farther,  this  promifcuous  ufe  of 
Cordials ,  thus  fold  to  you  at  the  Shops, 
makes  no  Provifion  for  particular  Cafes  ; 
for  altho’  the  Compofition  were  to  confift 
of  half  a  hundred  the  molt  precious  lingle 
Ingredients,  yet  ftill  the  Spirit  with  which 
they  are  drawn  off,  or  in  which  they  are 
infufed,  is  exceedingly  pernicious  to  many 
infirm  or  weakly  Conftitutions,  where  the 
common  People  are  ready  to  furmife  they 
are  molt  wanted.  And  truly,  every  Re¬ 
medy  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  fuited  to 
the  Patient’s  Circumftances,  as  to  habit  of 
Body  and  other  Conditions,  or  as  the  pre- 
i'ent Symptoms  indicate;  of  which,  none 
but  the  Phyfician,  upon  Sight  or  Enquiry 
into  the  Cafe,  can  be  a  proper  Judge : 
And  thus  he  will  find  the  Cold  and  Phleg¬ 
matic  can  difpenfe  with  the  warmer  ; 
the  Hot,  Dry,  and  He&ical  will  want  the 
moft  temperate  ;  and  certainly  thefe,  un- 
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lefs  in  great  languifhing  or  lofs  of  Spirits 
from  their  profufe  Sweats,  will  fcarce 
bear  thofe  of  the  milder  fort ;  with  which 
alfo  fuch  particular  Waters,  or  other  In¬ 
gredients,  whether  Pearl ,  Coral,  or  fine 
Chalk  [as  good  as  either  for  this  Ufe]  mult 
always  be  added,  as  have  refpeft  unto  the 
fa  id  fevenfh  Ferment,  and  this  pronenefs 
to  fuch  Sweats  ;  and  in  plain  Truth,  ge¬ 
nerally  fpeaking,  a  Milk-water,  a  SnaiR 
v?ater.  Milk  and  Barley-water,  or  [as  before 
pbferv'dj  the  jffes  Milk ,  are  the  beft  Re* 
fioratives  or  Cordials  for  fa ch  Patients,  and 
have  recover’d  great  Numbers  which 
would  inevitably  have  been  deftroy’d^ 
had  they  crofted  to  thefe  Angelical,  Impe¬ 
rial,  Royal,  Golden  ReSIificators ,  or  Other 
pretended  Cordials  of  like  kind.  How¬ 
ever,  if  Matters  are  come  to  that  pafs, 
that  you  cannot  live  without  a  Dram ,  let 
the  middling  Folks  fend  to  any  Coffee*? 
houfe,  and  there  they  will  find  Brandy, 
Ran?,  Rack ,  Tjfcyuebaugh,  Rati  fid,  Alkermes , 
or  Golden  Cordial,  and  fuch  like.  The 
Rich,  at  feme  of  the  fame  Places,  may 
hear  of  Citron  and  Rarbadoes  or  Jamaica 
Cinnamon  Waters  ;  whiiit  the  pooreft  fort 
hiuft  be  content  with  Royal  Gin,  which 
alike  will  do  the  fame  Execution :  Or  if 
you  would  go  a  little  more  advifedly  to 
^yprk?  be  your  Circumftances  what  they 
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will,  if  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay 
for  better  Advice,  confult  your  Apothecary, 
who,  as  I  told  you  but  now,  concerning 
the  Stomach  Remedies,  will  affift  you  with 
a  Cordial  much  fitter  for  you,  as  well  as 
in  likely  hood,  cheaper  than  you  purchafe 
fomething  in  the  other  Way ;  but  whe¬ 
ther  a  Dtfeafe  or  a  Remedy ,  is  uncertain  j 
the  one  happening  as  commonly  as  the 
other.  As  to  the  Volatile  Spirits  and  Drops , 
you  have  little  need  to  pay  half  a  Crown 
for  half  an  Ounce,  fince  every  Chymift 
will  furnilh  you  with  Volatile  Oyly  Salt , 
Spirit  of  Hartfborn ,  Salt  Armoniac,  Caflor, 
Lavender,  with  forty  others  for  your  Fits 
of  any  kind,  or  other  Difeafes  of  the 
Brain  or  Nerves,  at  a  quarter  the  Price  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  fome  of  them  in- 
ftruct  you  better  in  their  Ufe,  and  which 
may  be  molt  fafely  ventur’d  on,  or  do  you 
the  leaft  Injury,  than  th q Quack  who  keeps, 
as  we  fay  behind  the  Curtain,  and  fo  as 
he  can  but  get  your  Money  by  telling  you 
fome  fine  Story  in  his  printed  Bills  or  Ad- 
vertifements,  cares  not  one  Half-penny 
whether  he  Kills  or  Cures. 

To  thefe  we  will  joyn  the  Anodyne,  Pain- 
eafmg,  or  compofing  Mixtures ,  called  lifee- 
wife  Cordials,  tho’  many  of  them  much 
fitter  to  be  termed  Poyfons :  in  which,  the 
prime  of  the  Compofition  or  Foundation 
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is  Opium,  or  fome  Preparation  thereof; 
which,  notwithstanding,  granted  by  all 
Phyficians  to  be  the  moft  ferviceable  Drug 
in  Phyfick,  prefcrib’d  with  Judgment ; 
yet  taken  thus  inadvertently,  and  without 
refpeft  to  the  juft  Symptoms  and  particu¬ 
lar  Circumftances  calling  for,  or  forbid¬ 
ding  it,  the  moft  dangerous  and  de- 
ftru&ive  of  all  others,  and  by  one  half 
Grain  of  which,  in  the  [olid  Form,  or  a 
few  Drops  in  the  liquid,  fome  People  have 
forfeited  their  Lives  to  the  Ignorance  of 
a  knavifh  and  unskilful  Dire£tor  thereof. 

I  have  here  a  large  Theme  to  dwell  on, 
but  an  intended  Brevity  at  fir  ft,  will  not 
allow  a  great  many  Reflections  at  this 
Time  ;  to  haften  therefore,  ’tis  with  fome 
of  thefe  Compofitions  that  I  have  known 
the  moft  ignorant  Quacks,  even  an  Old 
Woman,  that  have  raifed  to  themfelves 
a  wonderful  Reputation  ;  for  what  would 
not  the  Perlon  in  Pain  give  to  have  a  little 
Eafe  ?  How  can  they  do  lefs  than  extol  a 
Medicine  that  was  the  Caufe  of  it  ?  Hence 
I  fay,  this  fort  of  Remedy  is  one  of  the 
moft  likely,  with  which  a  Phyfical  Defpe- 
rado  can  fet  up  :  for  if  in  great  Extremi¬ 
ty  the  Empiric  fteps  in  and  throws  the  Dje, 
that  is,  pours  down  the  Dofe,  admit  the 
Chance  Ihould  come  up  right,  and  the 
Sick  recover,  how  is  he  now  cry’d  up  as 
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the  nioft  famous  DoCior,  thus  curing  as 
it  were  by  Enchantment?  Suppofe  he 
dies,  tho’  perhaps  the  Relations  or  Friends 
may,  yet  is  the  Patient  himfelf  fecur’d 
from,  telling  Tales,  or  reviling  him  any 
way  ;  befides,  if  it  was  a  trading  Medi¬ 
cine,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  the  Au¬ 
thor.  The  Shop-keeper  who  fold  it,  will 
only  tell  you,  You  have  made  fame  Miftakey 
you  gave  too  much ,  or  you  repeated  it  too 
foon  ;  and  there’s  the  utmoft  of  your  Sa¬ 
tisfaction.  And  how,  indeed,  fhould  it 
often  happen  otherwife,  where  neither 
the  Sick  nor  the  By-ftanders  are  Judges 
whether  the  Cafe  requir’d  it,  nor  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Murtherer,  having  got  the  Money, 
and  keeping  out  of  fight  [as  fome  do]  re¬ 
garding  whether  it  did  or  not.  And  thus 
1  have  feen  within  thefe  feven  Years  paft, 
at  leaft  half  a  Dozen  of  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  fent  out  of  the  World  on 
this  fleepy  Errand,  when  Vomits ,  J harp  Cly~ 
JlerSj  Cupping ,  Blijiering ,  and  all  other 
helps,  were  either  too  late  call’d  in,  or  too 
weak  to  overcome  the  ftupefa&ive  Dofe  : 

Of  thefe,  fome  were  the  Quack  M - ’s5 

others  Mr.  W - ’s,  others  H - ’s,  0- 

thers  D - ’s,  and  others  G - -/s  ;  the 

two  laii,  among  their  ignorant  Admirers, 
being  reputed  for  the  molt  underitanding 
Phyftcians,  If  divers  others  have  efcaped, 

it 
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it  has  been  rather  the  Effeft  of  a  ftrong 
Habit  of  Body,  or  a  vigorous  Conftitution 
of  Spirits,  than  the  Medicine- Maker’s 
Mercy :  Or  if  others  again  have  not  pre- 
fently  received  Injury  thereby,  yet  being 
ill  fuited,  or  ill  timed  in  fome  other  re- 
fpe&s,  it  has  been  accompany’d  with  ve¬ 
ry  unhappy  Confequences  of  a  divers 
Nature  :  And  how,  as  I  laid  before, 
fhould  it  otherwife  fall  out,  when  a  Re¬ 
medy  of  this  Nature  is  taken  by  one  who 
knows  nothing  of  fuch  Confequence  like 
to  enfue,  and  deliver’d  by  another  little 
or  nothing  wifer.  For  preventing  then, 
what  1  can,  thefe  Mifchiefs  till  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  Medicines,  efpecially,  are  with¬ 
held  from  you,  and  the  Authors  of  them, 
as  they  ought,  condignly  punifh’ d,  I  will 
here  fet  down  fome  tew  of  thofe  particu¬ 
lar  and  more  obvious  Cafes,  wherein  thefe 
Stupifying  or  Compofwgy  thefe  Anodyne  or 
Pain  eafmgj  Or  Quieting  Cordials ,  as  they 
are  called,  are  abfolutely  hurtful,  and  for¬ 
bidden  by  Phyficians. 

I.  Without  preparing  the  Body ,  at  leajlj 
tv  hen  Cojlive ,  emptying  the  Bowels  by  Clyjlers , 
they  are  Jcaree  ever  to  be  given  at  all .  2.  All 

juch  as  are  reduced  by  long  Sicknejs ,  and 
brought  very  low ,  with  a  weak  and  trembling 
Puljej  mufi  never  meddle  with  them  j  thus 
in  Confumptions  far  advanced  j  as  alfo  in 
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Dropfles  they  are  dangerous  and  fatal,  In 
Malignant  Fevers ,  alfo  in  Pleurifies,  unlefs 
fome  urgent  Symptom,  as  a  Loofnejs ,  re  quire  s3 
you  mu  ft  avoid  them  ;  and  indeed  in  all  Fe¬ 
vers  till  the  Height ,  which  Phyficians  call  a 
Crifis,  is  over,  they  are  better  forborn,  un- 
lefts  indicated,  as  before,  by  the  Symptoms. 

4.  In  Childrens  Fevers,  or  thofte  oft  grown 
Perftons  ;  at  the  Inflant  oft  the  coming  out  of 
the  Meajles  or  Small-pox,  they  are  hazardous. 

5.  In  fome  Inflammatory  Cholicks,  as  I  have 

hinted  ftormerly,  there  is  danger  of  fixing  the 
Pain,  r endring  the  Caufte  more  permanent , 
and  bringing  on  a  Gangrene  upon  the  Bowels 
thereby.  6.  In  Phrenzies  or  violent  Head - 
achs ,  accompany* d  with  a  Fever ,  they  are  doubt - 
ful,  and  often  pernicious  or  deflruffive  Reme¬ 
dies.  7.  There  are  fome  Perfons 9  I  have  told 
you,  who  cannot  bear  them  at  all,  but  with 
great  Detriment .  8.  To  Women  in  Labour- 

Pains,  they  are  forbidden  ;  and ,  indeed,  in 
all  others,  if  the  fame  be  tolerable,  where 
fuch  Pain  is  tending  to  a  Crifis9  and  Nature 
overcoming  the  Difeafte  is  throwing  the  fame 
out  of  the  Blood ,  as  in  Abftcefjes,  called  other- 
wife  Apoflems.  9,  Jo  Virgins  and  Women 
at  fome  certain  times  they  are  likewife  mif- 
chievous  and  prejudicial.  10.  And  la  ft  ly,  To 
inftance  in  no  more ,  In  the  Difeafe  called  an 
Humoral  Afthma,  or  where  there  is  a  Catarrh , 
or  great  Defluxion  of  Rheum  attending,  e- 
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fpecially  that  which  is  thick  and  troublefome 
to  be  hawked  up  ;  here ,  I  fay,  a  Dofe  of  one  of 
thefe  Sleep  procuring,  or  rejling  Cordials 9  as 
fome  name  them  \_and  for  good  Reajon ,  fince 
by  the  taking  of  them ,  fome  Perfons  have  been 
fo  quiet  as  never  to  wake  more ]  is,  whatever 
you  may  think  on't,  much  the  fame  thing  as 
tying  the  Sick  freight  about  the  Neck  with  a 
Halter  ;  and  fever  a  l,  I  can  affure  you ,  l 
have  feen  upon  fuch  a  like  unfortunate  Acci¬ 
dent,  as  hard  labouring  for  Breath  when  1 
have  been  Jent  for  to  them ,  and  as  black  in  the 
Face,  as  if  in  reality  that  Experiment ,  by  the 
Hand  of  the  publick  Executioner,  fome  pru 
vate  Ruffian,  or  themfelves,  [fupp lying  that 
Place^  had  been  made  upon  them . 

By  thefe  few  fhort  Remarks,  I  have  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  convince  you  what  great 
Hazard  you  run  in  taking  thefe  Quack  Re¬ 
medies,  particularly  above  the  reft,  with 
which  none  of  thefe  Material  Cautions 
above-mention’d  are  deliver’d,  or  indeed 
any  other  Directions,  than  to  take  fo  much , 
and  repeat  it  Jo  often,  whether  to  your 
Health  or  Undoing  is  much  alike  to  the 
Cheat,  who  has  nothing  more  in  view 
than  to  enrich  himfelf  upon  your  Spoils. 
Believe  me  then  once  more,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  can  require  fo  much  of  your  utmoft 
Heed  and  diligent  Regard,  as  the  taking 
thefe,  and  all  fuch  like  Medicines,  upon  a 
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fimple  Advertifement ,  without  better  Ad¬ 
vice  than  you  can  gather  from  them,  or 
than  the  bafe  defigning  Authors  them- 
felves  of  fuch  Advertijements  [could  you 
come  at  them]  are  qualify’d  to  give  you. 

Having  thus  run  over  fome  of  the  Re¬ 
medies  I  call  Alterative  [for  it  was  a  Task 
I  never  fet  my  felf  to  fpeak  of  all]  I  fhall 
now  touch  upon  fome  of  thofe  which 
Empty ;  and  among  thefe,  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  fuch  as  work  by  Stool  and  Urine . 
Of  the  firft  fort,  I  have  already  acquaint* 
ed  you,  we  have  Elixirs,  Tin&ures,  E- 
leffuaries,  but  efpecially  Pills  in  great 
plenty  ;  and  each  fo  unhappily,  as  I  may 
fay,  fet  out  in  the  Catalogue  of  their 
Virtues,  as  being  good  almoft  for  every 
Thing,  that  even  fome  People  themfelves, 
fmelling  out  the  Defign,  are  fometimes 
apt  to  retort  the  common  Saying,  of  their 
being  for  that  Reafon,  very  probably, 
good  for  Nothing,  unlefs,  being  Well,  to 
make  them  Sick,  or  a  little  out  of  Order, 
to  make  them  much  Worfe. 

The  Ground  of  thefe  are  ufually  falapr 
Root,  Aloes,  Scant  many,  as  thofe  of  Dr. 
B- —  s,  and  fome  others  ;  or  Coloquin- 
tida,  in  De-lamis,  called  the  Scotch  Pill ; 
Antimony,  as  in  Lockyers;  very  few  of 
them  have  Rheubarb ,  the  fafeft  of  ail 
others,  and  indeed  the  fitteft  to  be  this 

way 
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way  intrufted ;  fome  with,  others  with- 
out  Mercury  ;  and  fornetimes  each  of  thefe, 
with  twenty  others  of  the  like  Nature, 
are  jumbled  together  injudicioully,  and  as 
indifferently  correfted  :  Witnefs  the  hor¬ 
rid,  Gripes  and  Tortures ,  the  over-purgings 
or  the  not  puffing  at  all ,  that  have  very 
often  attended-  Of  the  Liquors ,  one  of 
the  fafeft,  and  now  generally  known,  has 
Sena  for  its  Bafts,  corrected  with  Seeds , 
Licorijb  and  Raijons ,  however,  infufed, 
like  the  reft,  in  none  of  the  moft  whol- 
fome  Spirits,  I  mean  Daffy's  Elixir  Salutis . 

But  admit  we  fhould  grant  all  thefe 
Very  good  and  proper  in  their  Kinds,  yet 
isitfurely  the  higheft  Folly  and  Rafhnefs 
we  can  be  guilty  of,  to  meddle  with  any 
of  them  upon  thefe  Peoples  Recommen¬ 
dation  ;  who,  tho’  they  know  [and  as  I 
have  intimated  already,  fo  does  the  poor 
Patient  often  to  his  Sorrow]  that  they 
will  Purge  thofe  who  take  them,  yet  when 
P urging  is  neceffary ,  they  know  not  ;  nor  yet 
what  particular  Purge  wiE  bejl  fuit  the  fick 
Perfons  Cafe ,  the  Habit  of  Body ,  and  divers 
other  Cir  cum  fiances,  which  ought  to  he  known 
and  duly  weighed  before  fuch  Medicines  are 
prefcrih  d  5  and  for  want  of  which,  many 
troubled  with  the  Piles ,  and  other  Diforders 
contra-indicating  fuch  particular  Purges , 
have  been  thereby  alrnoft  deftroy7d«  How 

many 
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intin)  poor  Women  under  Weakneffes  of  ano¬ 
ther  kind,  have  bee n  as  nearly  ruined  by  the 
like  ill  fuited  and  ill  timed  Purges  ?  How 
many  over-purged?  How  many  torn  to  pieces 
with  violent  Cholicks,  or  ktlPd  outright  with 
Bloody  Fluxes  thereby  occafion'd  ?  How  many 
have  had  their  Blood  and  Humours  as  it 
were  fet  on  Fire ,  by  fome  of  thefe  devil  iff) 
[for  I  can  call  them  no  better]  Compofi - 
tions  ?  How  many  Hectic  and  other  Fevers 
thereby  kindled ;  with  a  fad  Train  of  other 
Conferences^  in  the  end  fatal,  as  1  formerly 
obferv'd  to  you ,  I  had  fometimes  known  ? 
And,  therefore  it  is  the  ftandrng  and 
well-eftablifh’d  Maxim  among  the  wifeft 
of  the  Faculty,  never  to  prefcribe  a  piirg* 
ing  Medicine,  without  enquiry  into  the 
Patient’s  Circumftances,  not  only  whither 
for  a  Man ,  a  Woman ,  or  a  Child ,  but  what 
fort  of  Man  ;  what  Habit  of  Body  \  how  ufed 
to  purging  Remedies ,  and  how  the  fame  havd 
formerly  work'd  upon  him  ;  fince  'its  plain , 
that  a  Jeemingly  flrong  Man  is  often  moved 
with  a  much  lejs  Dofe ,  and  may  happen  there& 
fore  to  require  &  differing  Medicine  alfo 
from  another  feemingly  weaker ,  who  can  yet 
bear  the  ftronger  Remedy,  Nor  is  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  at  all  leffead  by  faying,  the  harder 
to  work  on  may  take  more,  the  weaker 
lefs,  of  the  fame  purging  Medicine,  be 
their  Habits  or  other  Circurniiances  as 

F  they 
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they  will :  For  if  you  go  this  way  to 
work,  you  may  fooner  Deflxoy  fome  Peo¬ 
ple  than  Purge  them  at  all ;  there  being 
fome  Bodies  fo  conftituted,  as  that  Caffia 
[as  it  is  called]  Lenitive  Electuary,  a  Bit  of 
frefh  Butter,  three  or  four  Spoonfuls  of 
fweet  Oyl,  the  common  purging  Mineral 
Waters,  or  fuch  like  cooling  and  mollify¬ 
ing  Medicines,  will  give  feveral  Stools, 
when  the  ftrongeft  of  the  other  Purgatives 
fhall  fcarce  ftir  them  ;  and  thus,  altho’ 
with  fome  of  the  Cold  and  Phlegmatic, 
we  go  as  high  as  Scammony  and  Coiocynth, 
yet  muft  we  not  exceed  Sena  or  Rhubarb , 
with  fome  others  that  are  Hot  and  Dry  ; 
the  want  of  which  Pre-confideration,  has 
render’d  thefe  publick  Remedies,  not  on¬ 
ly  uncertain  but  unfafe  alfo.  One  Perfon 
takes  them,  they  fcour  him  luftily  ;  he 
fancies  therefore  they  have  done  him 
good,  and  fo  commends  them  to  his 
Friend  :  He  tries  the  Experiment,  and 
they  neither  work  at  all,  only  make  him 
defperately  Sick,  Vomit,  Gripe  him,  and 
throw  him  almoft  into  Convulfions,  and 
perhaps  it  is  fome  Days  [Nature  at  length 
furmounting  the  Difficulty]  before  he 
gets  over  it  and  recovers ;  when  fome- 
times  the  Purge  is  curfed ;  others  [fo 
unhappily  miftaken  are  the  greater  Num¬ 
ber,  that]  to  excufe  the  guack,  and  the 
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ehurlifh  Operation  of  his  Medicine,  they 
wilJ  take  the  Blame  upon  themfelves ;  it 
was  only  the  foulnejs  of  their  Stomachs  ;  their 
Guts  had  not  been  clean1  d  for  long  time  pajf9 
fo  that  much  Filth  being  now  heaped  up9  lefs 
wonder  that  the  Medicine  met  with  fo  much 
difficulty  to  remove  the  Ob fir ucl ions ,  or  unflop 
the  Dam  ;  but  having  now  at  lafl  made  way^ 
the  next  Doje  is  to  accompli fh  the  Work  with 
much  more  Eafe ,  [How  eafily  are  fume 
People  cheated  of  their  Health,  if  nor  of 
Life  it  felf?]  The  fecond  Dofe  is  ven¬ 
tur’d  on  perhaps,  and  with  no  better  Stio 
cefs  ;  when  now  upon  this  double  Tryal* 
the  reft,  very  probably,  [  if  there  were 
any  left]  are  thrown  out  of  Doors;  and 
what  cares  the  Quack  for  that  j  you  can¬ 
not  fpread  his  Difhonour  far ;  or  fliould 
you  cry  them  down,  another  who  efcaped 
better  fhall  commend  them,  and  fend  more 
Fools  to  Market,  efpecially  if  it  be  the 
Spring  or  Autumn,  for  then  feme  People 
readily  entertain  a  Notion  [ftrengthenM  by 
the  Empirics  In  vitation  thereunto}  chat  they 
muft  Purge  right  or  wrong,  for  fear  they 
fhould  be  Sick.  But  I  have  already  en¬ 
larged  farther  upon  this  Point  than  I  in¬ 
tended,  that  I  might  the  better  convince 
you,  no  Purging  Remedy  [how  high¬ 
ly  loever  extolfd  by  the  Quack  Author  tor 
ks  rare  Virtues,  or  how  infallible  foever 
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for  any  one,  or  all  Diftempers]  can,  after* 
this  manner  be  taken  with  Safety  ;  fince 
fome  Bodies,  we  have  formerly  obferved, 
will  fcarce  bear  any,  even  the  mildeft 
Purge  at  all,  as  Hyjlerical  Women ,  Weak 
and  Confumptive  Perfons ,  at  all  times ,  and 
upon  all  occafions,  fubjecl  to  Fluxes  ;  and 
many  fuch  I  have  known,  whofe  Deaths 
have  been  much  haften’d  meerly  thereby. 
Others  require  always  fomewhat  pecu¬ 
liar  in  a  Purge,  as  Caffia ,  Manna ,  Tama¬ 
rinds,  Myrcbalans ,  but  efpecially  Rhubarb 
[tho’  not  EleQively,  yet  by  the  Texture 
of  Parts  thereto  adapted]  for  the  Choleric. 
Agaric ,  Turbith,  Hermodacis ,  Carthamus 
Seeds,  &c.  for  the  Phlegmatic.  Sena,  Poly¬ 
pody,  Epithimum,  Ellebore  ’[but  with  good 
Advice  and  Caution  this  laft]  for  Melan¬ 
choly.  Jalap,  Elder-Bark ,  flower-de-luce , 
Gamboge,  Elaterium  [thefe  two  laft,  efpe¬ 
cially  the  laft  of  them,  with  the  higheft 
Prudence  and  Circumfpection  alfo]  for 
Watry  Humours. 

Thefe,  indeed,  may  be  thought  much 
out  of  the  way  of  common  Readers,  as 
being  hard  Names,  and  with  which  it 
may  be  i’uppofed  they  can  be  little  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  and  I  have  inftanced  them,  on¬ 
ly  to  fhow  the  Neceffity  that  there  is  of 
prefcribing  Purges,  where  fuch  are  necef- 
iary  [and  that  i  can  allure  you  is  not  fo 
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often  as  thefe  Pill  and  Elixir  Merchants, 
for  their  own  Ends  would  perfwade  you] 
out  of  divers  fimple  Ingredients,  beft 
fuited  to  particular  Humours,  Habits  and 
Difeafes,  with  their  fundry  Symptoms, 
which  thefe  dextrous  People  will  tell  you 
they  have  contrived  for  you,  and  lodged 
in  the  fameP/Y/;  and  if  you  refolve  thus 
to  be  impos’d  on,  it  will  be  no  Fault  of 
mine,  who  am  endeavouring  to  convince 
you  of  fo  grofs  and  dangerous  an  Error 
you  may  be  led  into  by  defigriingEmpirics : 
But  if,  notwithftanding  all  I  can  fay,  you 
refolve  to  run  thus  inadvertently  upon  fuch 
Remedies,  you  may  for  Six-pence,  nay, 
I  know  for  Three-pence  [the  pooreft  of 
you]  have  a  better  and  much  fafer  purg¬ 
ing  Pill ,  at  any  one  of  your  Neighbour 
Apothecaries,  than  you  muft  perhaps  give 
a  Shilling  or  Eighteen-pence  for,  to  iome 
of  thefe  vile  ignorant  People. 

Before  I  quit  this  Head  of  Purging  Re¬ 
medies ,  I  may  well,  I  think,  fubjoin  a 
few  Words  relating  to  the  purging  Pow¬ 
ders,  Lozenges ,  and  Sugar  Plumbs ,  parti¬ 
cularly  fold  for  the  Worms ;  which  Name, 
as  I  faid  of  the  Scorvy ,  is  now  in  like 
manner  become  a  Subterfuge  of  Ignorance 
for  every  lefs  apparent  Diitemper,  or  the 
more  hidden  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafes, 
cfpecially  qf  Children,  and  fome  grown 
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Perfons;  of  which,  rather  than  affign  no 
Caufe  at  all,  we  prefently  fay,  the  great 
People  have  got  the  Scorvy  \  and  the  little 
Ones  the  Worms ,  and  accordingly  fet  upon 
the  Encounter,  either  by  Spirits  of  Scorvy- 
gtifs  or  Worm-powder  Purges  ;  and  un¬ 
doubtedly,  many  under  this  dangerous 
Miftake  of  both  forts,  are  lamentably 
faarrafs’d,  alfo  Scores  of  little  Infants 
yearly  deftroy’d,  by  the  very  Remedies 
the  unhappy  Parents  were  prevailed  on 
to  admimffler,  in  order  to  deftroy  thefe 
fuppofed  Worms.  5Tis  chiefly  for  thefe 
poor  Infants  and  young  Children,  thefe 
Comps  or  Confects  have  been  prepar’d., 
which  under  a  fweet  Coyer,  contain  fre¬ 
quently  a  conceal’d  Poifon  ,  and  inftead 
df  being  a  Bait  for  the  V ermine ,  they 
fometimes  have  proved  the  Child’s  Bane. 
'rTi$  not  that  I  think  the  Mercury  fome- 
times  put  in,  as  fuch  directly,  which  [not- 
withftanding  the  Quack  M— — -r’s'  Re¬ 
marks]  is  by  the  abieft  Phyficiaiis  daily 
order’d  and  allow’d  to  be  the  moil  noble 
Of  all  others,  provided  the  fame  is  rightly 
prepared ,  duly  dofed ,  cautipufly  prefer  iked 9 
■and  overlooked  in  its  Operation ,  to  obviate 
Tome  Accidents  that  may  happen  to  arife  j 
?tis  not,  I  fay,  for  that  in  it  felf  the  Medi¬ 
cine' is  improper,’  but  when  taken,  as  they 
fa|3  Hand  over  Head,  or  rafhly  upon 
"  5'  "  every 
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every  fimple  Perfons  Advice,  being  mix’d 
up,  as  it  is  ufually,  with  the  Refine  of 
Jalap  or  Scammony  [two  brisk  Purgatives 
fo  called]  and  no  Cautions  or  proper  Di¬ 
rections,  as  ought  to  be  therewith  given, 
it  is  utterly  to  be  rejected  ;  as  are  raoft, 
if  not  every  one,  of  thefe  Compofitions  ; 
For  admit  you  go  upon  a  wrong  Suppo- 
fition,  you  certainly  encreafe  the  Hectic 
Fever,  the  Cough ,  Cholick ,  or  Belly-ach ,  the 
Loofnefs ,  Sweats ,  and  all  the  Tribe  of 
threatning  Symptoms  of  perhaps  an  al¬ 
ready  far  advanc’d  Conjumption  ;  and 
throw  your  Child  very  probably  into  thofe 
very  Convulfions  you  were  hoping  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  cure. 

’Tisnot,  I  fay,  fufficient,  becaufeyour 
Neighbour  tells  you  her  Child  was  juft  like 
yours ,  his  Nofe  itch'd,  or  he  rubb'd  his 
B—h,  and  fhe  gave  him  feme  of  Mr,  M- — v's 
Powder ,  which  brought  away  a  Worm,  and 
the  Child  grew  '  well\  or  for  that  another's 
Breath  fmelt  ftrong  like  yours ;  his  Belly 
ach'dy  and  he  was  thus  recover'd  :  A  third 
grated  his  Teeth  exactly  like  your  Child  ;  he 
flatted  in  his  Sleep  ;  fiept  with  the  White  of 
his  Eyes  difeover'd  or  half  open  ;  lay  ftupid  ; 
was  jometimes  Bound ,  at  others  Loofe ,  and  had 
the  like  Succefs  upon  taking  the  purging  Sugar 
Plumbs ;  for  altho’  thefe  and  fome  others 
are  common  Symptoms  of  the  Diftemper 
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we  now  fpeak  of,  yet  may  they  alfo  attend 
upon  others,  as  they  do  particularly  fome 
of  them,  upon  Fevers  preceeding  thofe 
t\yo  very  common  ones,  the  Meajles  and 
Small-fox  ;  and  if,  whilft  Nature  is  prepa- 
ring  thefe  for  breaking  forth,  you  lhould 
be  forcing  down  the  fatal  Dofe  [as  it  has 
happen’d  at  fome  times]  what  unfpeakable 
Concern  mu(t  it  be  to  a  tender  Parent  to 
have  been  thus  acceffary  to  a  Child’s 
Death,  I  will  leave  fuch  Parent  to  con¬ 
fides 

Let  not  then,  I  fay,  the  long  Catalogue 
of  Cures  in  an  half  Sheet  Advertifement, 
any  longer  amufe  you  ;  for  it  is,  I  have 
told  you,  the  Cufiom  of  thefe  cheating 
Fmfirjcs  and  knavifh  Quacks,  to  furnifh 
you  with  thefe  kind  of  Regifters,  the 
eafier  to  deceive  you  ;  and  if  One  only 
out  of  a  Score  have  chanced  to  receive 
Benefit  [  and  I  may  well  juftify  the 
Word,  the  odds  being  much  larger  againft 
you]  you  hear  not  a  Word  of  th Nineteen, 
who  either  received  none  at  all,  if  they 
were  not  injured  ;  but  that  One  /ball  fur- 
pifii  a  Tale  for  them  to  tell  a  quarter  of  a 
Year  after;  and  I  knew  they  have  been 
fa  diligent  to  get  Intelligence  of  the  Sug- 
cefs,  that  there  are  Perfons  employ’d  by 
them  for  that  purpofe  ;  tho’  1  deny  not 
but  fuch  aa  acceptable  piece  of  News  may 
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be  fent  them,  for  Joy  that  the  poor  Child, 
was  thus  [as  they  call  it]  miraculoufy  de¬ 
liver'd  of  a  Urge  Worm ,  of  fuch  or  fuch  a, 
Size,  to  be  fure  always  the  largeft,  tho’ 
that  is  little  material.  This  ftrait  alarms 
the  whole  Neighbourhood,  and  every  fick 
Child  in  the  Parifh  [fome,  tho’  never  fo 
well  by  way  of  Prevention]  is  deem’d 
immediately  full  of  Worms,  when  away 
prefently  to  Powders.  Lozenges ,  or  Sugar- 
Plumbs. 

Upon  fuch  a  fimple  Hint  as  this,  a  wor¬ 
thy  Citizen  was  infnar’d  to  give  four  of 
his  Children  fome  of  thefe  Worm  Medi¬ 
cines-,  in  the  Operation  whereof,  one  of 
them  having  voided  a  Worm,  the  reft 
[who  were  well  before]  were  forced  to 
go  to  Pot,  but  with  no  better  Event,  than 
that  the  youngeft  dy’d  in  the  working  of 
the  Medicine  repeated  the  fecond  Day 
[becaufe  the  Worms  it  feems  would  not 
appear  upon  the  firft  Summons]  two  o- 
thers,  being  formed  of  better  Clay,  efca- 
ped  ;  and  as  if  the  Devil  had  ow’d  the 
Comfit- maker  a  Shame,  the  Scout  return¬ 
ing  Home  in  a  fort  of  Triumph,  with 
the  great  Succefs  of  the  firft  Operation, 
minuting  down  the  Size  of  the  Worm, 
and  other  Circumftances,  to  drefs  up  a  Re¬ 
lation  ;  and  coming  again  fome  Days 
after  to  hear  more  good  News,  upon 

enter- 
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entering  the  Threfhoid  of  the  Door,  and 
finding  the  Family  all  in  Tears,  went 
away,  as  the  People  fay,  prefently,  like 
a  Dog  that  had  burnt  his  Tail.  In  few 
Words,  Can  you  believe  it  any  thing 
wonderful,  that  forty  or  fifty  of  thefe 
fuccefsful  Cafes  fhould  be  mufterM  up  to 
ferve  a  Turn,  when  more  than  one  thou¬ 
sand,  I  may  fay  truly  two  or  three,  have 
taken  the  fame  Medicines,  fome  to  very 
little  Advantage,  others  to  none,  and  the 
larger  Number  to  their  great  Detriment 
or  Hurt  ?  And  certainly  were  every  Phj - 
jfcian,  Surgeon ,  or  Apothecary ,  to  give  out 
printed  Lifts  of  thofe  who  have  recover’d 
of  Sundry  Diftempers,  even  this  in  parti¬ 
cular,  under  their  Hands,  you  mayaffure 
your  felves,  there  is  not  one  that  has  much 
Bufinefs,  but  might  inform  you  after  the 
feme  way,  of  twenty  to  one  that  thefe 
forry  People  are  able  to  produce  ;  and 
what  they  do,  Yis  plain,  muft  be  at  a  hap 
hazard,  for  Ys  rare  they  ever  fee  the 
Patient,  or  enquire  into  any  Circum- 
ftances,  that  might  forbid,  as  well  as  en¬ 
tourage  the  giving  fuch  Remedies ;  or  if 
they  did,  would  it  [through  their  Igno¬ 
rance  of  the  fame]  fare  better  with  them ; 
but  fend  your  Money  and  the  Medicine 
is  deliver’d  right  or  wrong;  if  it  cures,  ic 
will  be  cry’d  up;  if  otherwife,  you  are  to 
JU-Y  blame 
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blame  your  own  Credulity,  and  there 
ends  the  Difpute.  I  cannot  better  fhut 
up  this  Paragraph,  than  I  did  one  ot  the 
laft  ;  that  if  you  will  take  thefe  forts  of 
Medicines  rafhly,  of  your  own,  or  with¬ 
out  better  Advice,  there  are  other,  and 
much  better  Apothecaries  than  Mr.  M — r 
[of  late  called  it  feems  Dr.  M—.r']  who 
can  furnifh  you  either  with  thefe  purging 
Lozenges  or  Powders,  which  were  ftoleri 
at  firft  from  a  Difpenfatory  ;  or  even  the 
faid  M - -r1  s  black  Powder  alfo,  upon 


eafier  Terms  than  he  will  part  with  it, 
and  with  this  farther  Advantage,  that  if 
any  Accident  fhould  happen,  the  former 
will  not  dildain  to  call  in  better  Advice, 
while  the  Quack  will  fooner  let  you  die 
[if  it  were  in  his  Power  to  prevent]  than 
to  fuffer  a  Phyfician  to  come  to  your  Af- 
fiftance,  for  fear  his  Roguery  being  de¬ 
tected,  he  fhould  be  called  to  account  for 
the  fame. 

The  next,  and  laft  kind  of  Medicines 
of  this  fort,  of  which  i  (hall  take  a  view, 
are  thofe  that  evacuate  or  empty  by  Vrine  ; 
and  thefe  commonly  are  intended  for  the 
Gravel  and  Stone ;  in  fpeaking  to  which 
Diftemper,  I  faid,  I  think,  fo  much  as 
might  convince  any  reafonable  Perfon, 
that  moll  of  them  are  extremely  hazard¬ 
ous,  and  all  of  them  in  general  unfit  to 

be 
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be  taken  from  the  Hand  of  a  Quack,  or 
indeed  any  other  than  the  learned  Phy. 
fiaan,  feeing  the  Sick  upon  the  Spot ,  and  ex? 
am  wing  the  Cafe,  how  circumfianc’d  in  every 
Ref  peel,  what  particular  kind  of  Remedies  his 
frefent  Complaint  requires  ;  for  he  that  does 
otherwife,  or  is  drawn  in  like  the  reft,  by 
Hi  ft ories  of  Recoveries,  great  Stones 
voided  upon  the  Ufe  of  fuch  or  fuch  fa¬ 
mous  Quack  Remedies  and  Specif cks,  fences 
quite  in  the  Dark,  or  in  another  as  com¬ 
mon  a  Phrafe,  toiTes  up  like  the  Boys, 
Heads  or  Tails,  whether  he  fhall  be  kill’d 


or  cur’d ;  for  I  can  make  it  appear  at  any 
time,  that  for  one  having  the  good  hap 
to  be  reliev’d,  ten,  who  have  fallen  under 
my  own  Obfervation,  have  been  endan¬ 
ger’d,  and  two  of  them,  I  might  fay,  di- 
reflly  murder’d.  But  I  proceed  : 

Among  the  Chief  of  thefe  Remedies, 
is  the  famous  Tipping’s  Liquor  [he  too,  for- 
footh,  I  fhould  have  called  Do£tor]  dir 
ftilFd  from  feme  of  the  common  Plants, 
called  by  Phyftcians  Diuretics ,  that  is,  fuch 
as  are  remark’d  for  their  fingular  Property 
tn  caufng  us  to  make  Water .  A  Remedy, 
of  which  I  can  only  fay  thus  much  in  its 
behalf,  that  I  believe  it  to  have  done  as 
little  hurt  to  the  Body,  and  as  much  to  the 
Pocket,  as  moft  that  have  been  this  way 


yen 
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mend  it  fo  univerfally,  for  that  the  late 
Difpofers  thereof  have  been  meer  Trades¬ 
men,  pretending  [and  in  that  refpecl  I 
confefs  fo  much  the  Honefter]  to  know 
nothing  of  the  Matter,  farther  than  that 
by  a  fort  of  Tradition  it  was  handed 
to,  or  bequeathed  them  as  a  Legacy  [and 
a  good  one  too  it  has  been  if  I  am  right¬ 
ly  inform’d]  and  farther,  that  the  firft 
Proprietor  had  obferv’d  it  to  do  great  Ser¬ 
vice  in  Cafes  of  the  Stone  and  Gravel; 
notwithftanding  which,  if  a  Lift  had  been 
taken  of  all  who  have  try’d  it  [I  infer  on¬ 
ly  from  my  own  Knowledge  of  it]  if  five 
out  of  five  and  twenty  have  been  any 
ways  helped,  it  would  be  the  higheft 
Number  would  arife  upoa  the  Calcula¬ 
tion. 

Rogers  his  Powder  is  another  of  them, 
and  a  Suitable  Medicine  too  at  fome  times, 
or  duly  adminifter’d,  that  is,  when  a  pro¬ 
per  Judge  is  by  to  give  the  Direction,  I 
mean  the  learned  Phyfician,  who  knows 
of  twenty  better  than  either  of  thefe 
two,  whofe  Compofitions  you  may  find 
in  Dr.  Groenvelt  [ one  of  the  heft  Judges  of 
this  Subjeff  we  ever  had  in  England]  his 
compleat  Treatife  of  the  Stone  and  Gravely 
and  fee  how  dearly  [confidering  prims 
Coft]  you  pay  for  thel'e  Remedies,  which 
much  oftner  injure  than  any  way  help 
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you,  unlefs  off  with  your  Money.  From 
thence  alfo  you  would  clearly  fee,  were 
you  vers’d  in  Phyfick,  that  neither  one 
nor  t’  other  can  anfwer  all  the  Intentions 
requir’d,  to  a  (lift  a  Per  foil  labouring  un¬ 
der  this  cruel  Diftemper,  If  the  Froprie- 
tors  fhall  tell  us  thefe  Receipts  are  not 
genuine,  I  will  not  difpute  it  with  them, 
being  certain  there  are  thofe  in  Company 
with  them,  that  every  jot  will  ferve  as 
well,  and  with  whofe  Afliftance  [if  you 
can  believe  there  is  nothing  farther  requi- 
fite  thereto  than  to  know  what  will  make 
a  Man  pifsj  you  may  fet  up  for  as  famous 
a  Stone-breaker  as  any  of  them  all. 

There  are  abundance  more  of  thefe 
Remedies  both  Altering  and  Purging ,  forne 
6f  which  I  find  have  been  borrow’d  from 


the  Difpenfator /  of  Dr.  Bates ,  fuch  as  the 
Lozenges  for  the  Piles,  called  Trochifci  Hd- 
morrhoidales ,  but  by  their  firft  Author, 
Tabu  ia>  Divina  ;  the  He  art -burn  Lozenges , 
named  Tabula  Cordulgica  ;  the  Worm  Con « 
feifsj  or  Tabula  Infant  turn,  and  the  Tabula 
Termifuga  ;  the  Ague  Stomach  Plaifler ,  or 
EmpUftrum  tebnfugum  Magnum ,  which 
the  Romancing  Tranflator  of  that  Book 
tells  you  in  a  hundred  Examples,  it  has 
not  failed  once,  tho’  I  my  felf  who  have 
prefcrib’d  it  about  as  many  times,  cannot 
fay  it  has  anfwer’d  in  little  more  than  a 
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tenth  part;  but  it  is  natural  to  a  Quack 
to  fet  forth  any  Remedy  a  twentieth  be¬ 
yond  its  Merits,  by  which  the  Reader  of 
fuch  Treatifes  is  often  mifguided,  and 
drawn  into  an  Error,  fometimes  of  dange¬ 
rous  Confequence. 

Thefe,  with  others  I  could  mention, 
difguis’d  under  borrow’d  Names,  have 
been  [as  I  faid  juft  now]  ftolen  out  of  a 
Difpenjatory ;  and  for  which,  fome  of 
thefe  ignorant  Pretenders  fetting  up  for 
Doctors,  are  much  beholden  to  William 
Salmon,)  Ring- leader,  or  King  of  the 
Quacks  y  who  by  profaning,  as  it  were, 
this  moft  excellent  Science,  fo  far  as  lay 
in  his  Power,  was  for  teaching  every  one 
to  turn  Empiric ,  at  lead:  to  be  his  own 
Phyfician  ;  with  what  Succefs  the  many  fa¬ 
tal  Mij carriages  by  means  of  one  Drug  taken 
for  another  [  four  flout  young  Fellows  in  one 
Day  thus  lately  deftroy^d']  the  many  Scores  who 
have  loft  their  Lives  by  Miftakes  of  another 
forty  that  is ,  taking  one  Diftemper  for  ano¬ 
ther  ;  the  many  hundreds ,  more  efpecially  of 
the  young  ones,  carrj7d  off  in  the  Meafles 
and  Small-pox  by  their  skilful  Nurfes  [as 
they  are  called]  Sack  and  Saffron,  with  their 
Treacle ,  but  rather  treacherous  and  plaguing 
Waters ,  together  with  the  Worm  Medicines  j 
the  thoujands  of  old  ones  in  common  Fevers , 
as  much  butcheFd  by  the  large  Dofes  of  Ve- 


So  The  Modern  Quacks. 

nice  Treacle  and  Mithridate,  Snake*root  and 
Brandy ,  or  the  like,  given  indiscreetly  right 
or  wrong  to  make  them  Sweat ;  and  the  ten 
thoufands  of  ad  forts ,  under  the  Notion  of 
Reftoratives  or  rich  Cordials  [barbaroufly 
fo  denominated]  drfd  up  with  Hetties,  or 
elfe  drown'd  with  Dropfies .  Thefe,  I  fay* 
with  divers  others,  do  fufficiently  inform 
ns,  what  have  been  the  dire  Effe£ts  of 
teaching  ignorant,  but  bold  Men,  to  be 
tampering  out  of  their  Sphere,  or  med¬ 
dling  with  Medicines,  and  of  inftrufting 
the  good  Women  to  diftil  Strong-waters. 
Happy,  doubtlefs,  had  it  been  for  hundreds 
of  great  and  good  Families  in  this  King¬ 
dom,  if  neither  the  Man  nor  Woman 
therein,  had  dipp’d  into  an  Affair  of  this 
weighty  Confequence,  but  continu’d  in 
their  fafer  Ignorance  of  thefe  Matters ; 
and  happier  ftill,  had  they  not  been  re¬ 
duced  or  drawn  away  by  the  fair  Pro- 
mifes  of  fome  villainous  Pretender  to  this 
Knowledge  :  Than  which,  indeed,  it 
might  be  allow’d  nothing  was  eafiertobe 
attain’d,  if  nothing  were  required  thereto 
but  knowing  what  would  move  by  Vomit  $ 
purge  by  Stool ,  force  Urine,  or  make  us 
Sweat  ;  or,  on  the  contrary,  what  will 
flop  or  refrain  thefe  fever  al  Evacuations .  If 
Phyfick  terminated  here*  What  need  of 
turning  over  large  Volumes  ?  Of  attend* 

ins 
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ing  upon  Diffe&ions?  Of  torturing  or 
racking  our  Brains  about  Phyfical  DifquU 
fitions  ?  Since  one  Hour’s  convef  fe  with 
Culpeper ,  or  his  Brother  Salmon ,  would 
lufficiently  inltru£t  us  in  thofe  Matters. 
But  doubdefs,  many  of  you,  however 
foreign  the  Subject  is  to  your  common 
Study  and  Converfation,  will  not,  after 
what  has  been  already  faid  thereon,  need 
Arguments  to  convince  you,  that  to  knp# 
when  thefe  fever al  Intentions  of  evacuating 
or  emptying  either  rvay ,  mu (l  be  an  fiver' dy 
when  Jufier’d  at  all ,  horv  far  to  run  ony  and 
whett  to  be  taken  tip ,  Jo  as  may  be  ft  conduct, 
to  the  Sick  Man's  Profit ,  and  re-efiablifb  lofi 
or  impaired  Healthy  are  Bill  greater  and 
farther  Requifues  to  this  difficult,  Pro- 
femon  ;  and  that  this  Knowledge  is  noc 
to  be  obtain’d  but  by  great  Learning,  pro¬ 
found  Meditation,  diligent  Study,  con-; 
Ifant  Enquiries  into  the  fecret  Recedes  of 
Nature,  a  thorough'  Knowledge  of  the 
Parts  [even  the  minute  in  of  our  Bodies, 
as  well  in  their  States  of  Sicknefs  as  of 
Health;  without  which,'  the  latter  can 
be  but  lamely  fet  to  rights  ;  tartly,  mul- 
tiply’d  Experience,  and  faithful  Registers 
of  Practice,  are  abfolucely’neceffary  to  a 
Phylician  ;  whillt  as  profound  an  Ignorance 
of  all  thefe,  provided  there  be  a  large 
Stock  of  Atfurance,  called  otherwife  un - 
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daunted  Impudence,  is  all  that  is  neceffary 
to  the  Sellers  of  thefe  Remedies,  of  to 
fet  up  a  Quack. 


THE 

SUPPLEMENT. 

CONTAINING, 

A  Difplay  of  the  prefent  Set  ef  Pretenders 
to  Ci&p -curing,  giving  Judgment  upon 
Urine,  See.  with  their  Frauds  and  Ahufes  * 
Rules  alfo  to  know 9  and  Cautions  againfi 
them . 

AMong  many  others,  I  think  fcarce 
any  Difeafe  has  given  greater  En¬ 
couragement  to  Quacks  and  Empirics 3  than 
this  called  the  French-Pox ;  which  detailed 
and  loath  fame  Diftemper  has  this  Pecu¬ 
liar  [as  if  Heaven,  to  (how  a  more  than 
common  Difpleafure  thereat,  had  fo  ap¬ 
pointed  it]  that  even  in  this  Life  the  fick 
Perfon  fhould  be  doubly  punifh’d,  firft 
of  all  with  his  Difeafe,  and  after  by  the 
ignorant  and  knavifh  Management  of 

fome 
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fome  Quacking  Pretender  to  the  Cure 
thereof. 

What  has  chiefly  given  Opportunity  to 
thefe  People,  I  mean  the  faid  Pretenders, 
has  been  the  Difgrace  and  Infamy,  with 
which  [not  without  Reafon]  the  modeft 
and  fober  Part  of  the  World  have  enter* 
tain’d  it :  And  hence  the  poor  Sinner  takes 
Sanctuary  any  where  rather  than  among 
his  Friends  and  Acquaintance ;  and  being 
told  by  one  of  Satan* s  Emilfaries,  thefe 
Sons  of  Belial ,  in  a  Bill  deliver’d  him  as 
he  walks  the  Streets  ;  or  perhaps  looking 
up  at  fome  of  their  Letters  Patents  ftuck 
upon  a  Poll  where  he  is  making  Water* 
that  at  fuch  a  Place ,  the  Golden  Head  or 
Bally  a  Light  at  the  Door  in  the  Eveny  and 
good  Shelter  to  holt  iny  or  fome  Back-door  in* 
to  fuch  an  Alley y  left  open  for  that  purpofe ; 
that  herey  I  fay,  with  a  three  half  Crown 
BoluSy  two  or  three  of  them  at  mofl  ;  a  half 
Crown  Box  of  Pillsy  or  a  five  Shilling  Pot 
of  Electuary  up  one  Pair  of  Stairs ,  & o 
or  if  they  are  minded  to  go  higher  [for 
there  are  Medicines  of  all  Prices  as  well  as 
Mifireffes ]  one  Guinea  for  a  Specifick  Gaily * 
poty  with  another  for  a  little  Bottle  of  three 
or  four  Spoonfuls  of  Hodge-podge,  they  may 
prefently  be  put  in  order :  By  thefe  Means** 
I  lay,  the  poor  unfortunate  Patient  is  de¬ 
coy’d*  and  being  once  enter’d  [efpecially 
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with  feme  of  them]  mull  not  only  con¬ 
tent  himfelf  to  accept  oftentimes  of  a.  Pox 
in  the  room  of  his  Cl  dp,  but  at  fome  times 
alfo,  that  he  may  purchafe  his  Liberty  to 
apply  fomewhere  elfe,  mull  compound 
upon  what  Terms  the  Undertaker  pleafes ; 
at  the  bed,  when  his  Pocket  has  been 
drain’d  perhaps  of  fifty  infteadof  one  half 
Crown,  oithreefcorei'ov  three ,  or  of  four  or 
five  Guineas  in  the  place  of  one  [for  here, 
tho7  they  begin  high,  they  have  fooner 
done,  the  Quack  playing  at  Hide  and 
Seek,  and  not  daring  to  own  himfelf] 
they  may,  I  lay,  [and  glad  they  come  off 
fo]  withdraw  in  much  worfe,  at  bed  in 
the  fame  Plight  they  came.  And  thus  I 
have  known  fome  of  thefe  miferable  Pa¬ 
tients  run  up  and  down  the  Town,  from 
one  Quack  to  another,  in  hopes  of  finding 
more  Skill  and  Honedy,  till  they  have 
been  half  ruined,  fome  of  them  quite  un¬ 
done  ;  and  had  not  fome  charitable  Phy« 
iician,  or  compadioaate  Surgeon  dept  in, 
an  Hofpital  mull  have  been  their  lalt  Re^ 
fuge  ;  where,  tho7  very  many  are  yearly 
recover’d,  yet  do  great  Numbers  perifli 
under  this  Didemper,  now  grown  too 
powerful  for  Art,  and  fall  as  Victims  to 
the  Ignorance,  firft  of  all,  of  fome  Empi¬ 
rical  Pretender* 

You 
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You  will  fay  probably,  that  fome  of 
tbeje  People  who  put  out  Bills ,  and  print  Ad¬ 
vertisements.  muft  furely  he  able  Men ,  for 
that  they  publifh  Books  concerning  the  Diflem - 
per ,  and  apply  folely  or  chiefly  to  the  Study 
thereof  :  I  grant  they  do  indeed  put  up  for 
Authors,  and  fee  forth  Books,  but  were 
your  felves  Judges  of  the  Subject  they 
debate,  you  would  need  no  greater  Evi¬ 
dence  of  their  Ignorance,  as  well  as  evil 
Defign  ;  for  tho’  they  have  fome  tolerable 
good  Books  to  Steal  from  or  Plunder,  yet 
fo  wretchedly  unskilled  are  they  in  both 
Terms  of  Art  and  Method,  that  they 
have  only  jumbled  up  a  heap  of  incohe¬ 
rent  Matter,  interlarded  with  falfe  Latin, 
flat  Nonfenfe,  or  Senfe  infipid,  which  is 
only  fit  to  amufe  poor  ignorant  People, 
who  are  ready  to  take  for  granted,  that 
he  who  can  write  a  Book,  muft,  as  the 
Objection  implies,  be  fome  great  Scholar ; 
and  having  touched  upon  this  Subject  of 
Book-writing,  fo  ingenious  in  their  Con- 
feflions  have  fome  of  them  been  in  this 
Point,  that  being  ask’d  theQueftion  by 
fome  of  their  particular  Acquaintance  of 
more  Knowledge,  How  they  could  pub- 
lifh  fuch  Impertinencies  to  the  learned 
World!  they  have  anfwer’d  with  their 
Predeceffor  Saff'old ,  They  writ  only  to  amufe 
the  unlearned  *  if  Scholars  laugh'd  they  va- 
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lued  not 9  there  being  Fools  enough  to  ferve 
their  Ends  therein.  And  indeed  to  be 
plain,  they  have  never  printed  any  thing 
upon  this  Topick,  unlefs  foolifh  Defcrip- 
tions  of  the  Diftemper  in  general,  and  as 
ridiculous  Notes  [the  greateft  part]  by 
which  you  are  to  know  your  felves  in¬ 
fected ;  [uch  as  when  you  have  a  Heat  or 
Pricking  of  your  Urine ,  with  a  Running  of 
fome  Matter  from  your  private  Parts ,  or 
$ores  about  the  fame,  after  you  have  been  de- 
ferving  for  it,  it  is  a  fhroud  fign  you  have 
got  the  Difeafe ,  which  the  molt  Ignorant 
can  now  tell  as  well  as  themfelves,  and 
amounts  to  no  more,  than  that  when  you 
are  Clapt,  you  are  Clapt.  To  thefe  are 
added,  feme  which  have  no  more  Rela¬ 
tion  to  this,  than  to  fome  other  Dillem* 
pers ;  but  truly  their  main  Defign  is  not 
only  to  make  it  appear  you  are  Clapt,  but 
if  you  ever  were  fo,  and  have  been  how¬ 
ever  well  cur’d,  that  you  now  are  Poxt, 
as  the  Author  of  the  Syphilis  [I  don’t 
mean  the  Modern  one ,  for  that’s  as  much  a 
Trick  upon  you  as  the  reft]  has  well  cb^ 
ferv’d ;  and  now  it  fliall  efcape  them 
hard,  if  taking  Advantage  of  your  Weak- 
nefs,  or  your  own  natural  Fear  and  Jea~ 
loufy,  they  Dofeyou  not  again  ;  nav  well 
for  you,  if  you  can  avoid  one  of  their  Sa¬ 
livations,  by  which,  wore  you  to  know 

how* 
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how  many  unhappy  Creatures  [kill’d  un¬ 
der  this  Courfe  through  meer  Unskilful- 
nefsj  werecarry’d  out  of  their  Houfes  at 
Midnight,  [fome,  their  Friends  not  know¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  what  was  become  of 
them]  into  a  Church-yard  which  tells  no 
Tales,  it  would  make  you  much  more 
Ihy  of  coming  under  thefe  Peoples  Roofs, 
than  at  Noon-day  you  were  of  fneaking 
into  the  Brothel ,  where  the  firft  Scene  was 
laid  for  the  enfuing  Tragedy. 

In  fhort,  there  are  none  of  thefe  Books 
have  other  Meaning  than  one  of  their 
Bills  deliver’d  about  the  Streets  ;  for  you 
may  find,  as  they  are  continually  aifper» 
fing  one,  fo  are  they,  in  fome  News-Paper , 
as  conftantly  Advertifing  the  other,  [for 
few  People  would  come  to  thefe  prick’d 
and  vappid  Wines,  if  a  new  Buflj  were  not 
conftantly  to  be  hung  out]  and  the  Ad¬ 
vertifing  of  thefe  Books,  is  much  more 
expenfive  to  them  than  the  whole  Impref- 
fion  was  at  firft,  which,  without  this  wav 
of  Trumpeting  to  gather  a  Crowd  and 
get  them  off,  mu  ft  either  be  fold  to  the 
Chandlers  Shops  at  two  Pence  per  Pound, 
or  lie  upon  their  Hands.  The  true  Defign? 
as  I  have  told  you,  is  only  to  promote  the 
Sale  of  their  Quack  Remedies ,  which  you 
are  therein  acquainted  they  have  to  dif- 
pofe  of;  and  altho’  one  of  their  Chiefs 

G  4  has 
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has  lately  told  you  in  a  doughty  Perform¬ 
ance  of  this  kind*  that  he  publifheth  the 
feme  for  the  Common  Good ,  as  he  Prints  his 
Bills  to  -prevent  your  being  impofed  on  by 
Pretenders  fof  which  Number  he  himfelf 
is  one]  ;  or  as  another  tells  you  in  his,  the 
Story  of  the  wonderful  Virtues  of  his  Bolus , 
may  found  like  a  Quack  Romance  [as  ip 
Truth  it  is];  neverthelefs,  I  fay,  there  is 
rio  one  [uniefs  they  be  Fools  or  Children] 
but  may  eafily  fee  they  mean  the  direft 
contrary,  or  rnftead  of  the  Fublick  Good , 
their  own  Private  Interejl :  And  truly  what 
better  is  it  that  you  can  expeft  from  fuch 
People,  not  one  of  which  was  ever  bred 
up  either  to  Fhyfic  or  Chirurgery ,  but  were 
originally  Weavers ,  Taylors,  Merry  Andrews 
or  Jack  Puddings  to  fame  Mountebank  of 
the  like  or  the  fame  ExtraQion.  Th£  Rife 


of  the  pfefent  Set  [ when  R- 
fall  out,'  Truth  comes  to 


■s,  they  ftj , 
we  have 


from  one  of  their  own  Gang  ;  thus  one 
of  them  has  told  us  in  Print  alfo,  That 
Spink,  who  bad  got  an  M.  D.  in  the  Title 
Page  of  his  Pamphlets f  and  had  Impudence 
enough  'to  dedicate  the  Tail  he  writ  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Surgeons ,  was  a  Taylor  ;  that  the  fa¬ 
mous  Dr.  Rivers  [as  he  ftiles  himfelf] 
was  a  Foot-boy,  and  a  fed  to  deliver  out  his 
Matter  Carmif  j  Quack  Bills  :  Camm  him- 
jilf  tells  usf  He  knows  more  than  ull  of  them y 
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for  that  he  liv'd  a  Tear  or  two  with  a  Country 
Apothecary  ;  and  having  learnt  to  wipe 
the  Counter  on  a  Market  Day  againft 
the  Cuftomers  came  in,  as  well  as  the 
Pots  and  dalles,  by  a  fort  of  Infpira- 
tion,  he  was  gifted  with  the  Knowledge 
qf  the  Virtues  of  their  Contents ;  and  for 
fome  Reafon  or  other  [beft  known  to 
himfelf]  being  tir’d  with  the  Servitude, 
he  It  roles  to  London  [the  beft  Quack- 
Market  in  the  Kingdom]  falls  to  conning 
of  his  Books,  where  he  prefently  found 
Mercurius  Dulcis ,  mix’d  up  with  any  Purg¬ 
ing  Pill ,  would  cleanfe  off  the  Matter  of  a 
Clap  ;  that  Salt  Peter  would  remove  the  Heat 
of  Vrine ,  and  Turpentine  heal  up  the  Breach . 
With  this  fmall  ftock  of  Underftanding, 
but  much  greater  of  what  the  World  calls 
Cunning ,  he  opens  Shop,  that  is,  falls  to 
publifhing  Quack  Bills ;  and  now  at  laft 
he  fays  he  has  procur’d  [that  is  for  his 
Money  purchas’d]  an  Vniverfity  or  College 
Cap ,  tho’  in  likelihood  it  is  no  better,  if 
it  be  other,  than  a  Scotch  PedleTs  Bon¬ 
net.  The  third  of  them,  I  mean  the  no¬ 
ted  Dr  .Wright  [(  have  been  told  by  one 
who  had  it  from  his  Fellow  Clerk]  was 
put  out  to  a  Scrivener,  fo  that  his  Know¬ 
ledge  alfo  in  this  part  of  Medicine,  came 
by  Infulion  :  and,  indeed,  if  all  be  true 
he  fays,  he  has  perform’d  greater  Won- 
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ders  with  his  Medicaments  than  all  the  refr  ; 
for  he  tells  us,  they  will  difcharge  the  Pox 
Urinally ,  i.  e.  by  the  way ,  or  under  the  (hape 
of  a,  Vrinal9  or  in  plainer  Terms,  that 
they  will  make  you  pifs  Vrinalsy  for  this  fure- 
ly  is  the  true  ConftruClion  of  this  learned 
Do£tor’s  Phrafe ;  being  a  concife  Man, 
be  was  unwilling  to  add  another  Syllable 
for  fear  of  fpoiiing  the  found  of  the 
Word.  But  leaving  the  Education  of 
fome,  I  will  now  let  you  into  the  vil¬ 
lainous  PraCHces  of  others  of  them,  by 
which  you  may  be  inform’d,  they  have 
more  ways  to  get  Money  than  by  felling  of 
a  Box  of  Pills  *,  which  is  by  means  of  their 
Setting  Dog ,  or  Servant  fo  call’d.  Thus  if 
they  fee  a  Perfon  in  good  Habit,  one  of 
thefe  who  is  placed  for  that  purpofe  hard 
by,  in  the  Clofe  of  the  Evening  [the 
ufual  Time  of  Bufinefs]  watches  his  co¬ 
ming  out,  dogs  him  Home,  and  brings 
back  Intelligence,  who,  or  what  he  is  ;  of 
which  Knowledge  the  Quack  is  now  to 
make  his  Advantage  ;  for  fome  Days  after, 
as  if  palling  accidentally  by,  he  looks  in¬ 
to  the  Shop,  if  a  Tradefman,  and  feeing 
the  Mailer  behind  '  the  Counter,  or  per¬ 
haps  at  his  Door,  he  makes  a  Nod  and  fo 
goes  on  ;  or  if  a  private  Houfe,  the  next 
time  he  comes,  he  gives  kim  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  Day  before ,  his  Bufinefs  cal¬ 
ling 
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ling  him  to  fuch  a  Place ,  he  durfi  have  fworn 
he  fee  him  go  into  fuch  a  Houfe  ;  but  no  mat¬ 
ter,  for  he  was  always  tender  of  a  Gentleman's 
Reputation .  By  this  the  poor  Geptleman 
finding  himfelf  difcover’d,  muft  now  buy 
his  Peace  as  well  as  he  can  ;  that  is,  he 
muft  either  take  more  Dofes  to  as  little 
purpofe  as  before,  for  which  he  paid  his 
Money  as  he  had  them  ;  or  the  Quack  tel¬ 
ling  him  his  Cafe  is  uncommon ,  a  Pox  of  the 
worjl  fort ,  and  he  mufl  be  Salivated :  In  or¬ 
der  to  which  he  offers  him  the  beft  Cham¬ 
ber  and  Bed  in  his  Houfe,  provides  every 
thing  for  him,  telling  him  farther,  that 
now  knowing  him  to  be  an  honefl  Gentleman , 
and  a  Man  of  Worth ,  he  will  have  nothing 
more  of  him  till  he  is  well .  Under  this  Di¬ 
lemma,  the  unhappy  Patient  muft  com¬ 
ply,  or  if  he  leaves  him,  compound  for 
Secrecy,  and  lie  at  a  Knave’s  Mercy. 

To  confirm  this,  I  fhall  make  a  fhort 
Recital  of  a  Cafe  I  had  from  the  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Mouth  who  was  concern’d.  A 
Perfon  of  good  Subftance  and  Figure  alfo 
in  his  own  Country,  coming  up  to  London 
upon  fome  Suit  in  Law,  in  jeeking  for 
Pleafure  [give  me  leave  for  once  to  quote 
one  of  the  Quack  Bills]  met  with  a  Clap , 
and  one  of  the  like  Bills  being  a  few  Days 
after  put  into  his  Hands,  as  he  was  a 
Stranger  to  the  1 


[own,  and  taking  all  for 

Gofpel 
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Gofpel  he  read  in  Print,  efpecially  finding 
the  Doftor  was  one  of  our  before- menti¬ 
oned  Licenfed  PbjJicians,  he  trudges  away  in 
the  Evening,  ana  by  the  help  of  the  Light 
in  the  Lanthorn  over  the  Door,  prefently 
gets  under  Covert  in  the  Paffage,  knocks 
at  the  inward  one,  when  being  admitted, 
the  Servant  rings  a  Bell,  and  down  comes 
the  D* — -1  of  a  Do£tor,  in  his  Velvet  Cap, 
Silk  Gown  and  Slippers,  where  the  Bargain 
was  quickly  (truck;  initead  of  an  eighteen 
Penny  Box  of  Pills.,  five  Guineas  were 
paid  down,  and  [it  being  found  in  the 
ufual  Cant,  a  hot  apd  fiery,  or  dry  corro¬ 
ding  Pox,  at  the  firft  of  the  Infedionj 
upon  Difmiffion  five  more;  for  which, 
tiiis  modeft  Undertaker,  feeing  him  ap¬ 
pear  like  an  honeit  Gentleman,  would 
credit  him  upon  Honour :  But  to  go  on 
with  our  Story  ;  when  he  had  purg’d 
him  pretty  well,  a  Swelling  fell  down 
upon  his  private  Parts,  at  which,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  [as  alfo  the  Doctor]  was  alarm’d, 
not  knowing,  doubtlefs,  what  Method  to 
take  with  it  ;  however,  he  gives  him 
fome  Ointment,  and  goes  to  work  with 
his  Turpentine  Pills  >  as  the  Gentleman  by 
their  Smell  apprehended  them  to  be,  and 
as  they  after  appear’d  to  a  better  judge: 
The  Swelling  (till  encreafing,  and  the 
pqor  Man  in  great  Mifery,  he  acquaints 
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his  Landlord,  the  Inn-keeper,  with  his 
Misfortune,  and  was  by  him  perfwaded 
to  fend  away  prefently  for  a  reputable 
Surgeon  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  in 
few  Days  unftopp’d  the  Dam,  that  is,  re¬ 
moved  the  Obftru&ion  of,  and  finifh’d 
his  Cure.  The  Patient  having  conceal’d, 
as  he  thought,  both  who  he  was,  as  well 
as  where  he  lodg’d,  took  no  farther  No¬ 
tice  of  his  Quack  Doff  or,  thinking  the  five 
Guineas  he  had  already  paid  him  fufR- 
cient  for  the  Work  done,  especially  fo  in- 
compleat  ;  but  a  Setting  Dog  long  before 
had  brought  Intelligence  of  his  Name  and 
Place  of  Refidence,  as  well  here  in  Town 
as  in  the  Country ;  and  he  was  no  fooner 
got  Home,  but  a  Letter  came  after  him 
to  demand  the  other  five  Guineas,  or  that 
he  mud  expe£t  by  the  next  to  hear  far¬ 
ther.  Upon  which,  the  Gentleman,  for 
fear  his  Repute  might  fuffer  by  fuch  a 
Story  taking  Air,  writes  immediately  to 
his  Hoft  in  Town,  and  orders  him,  for 
Peace  fake,  togoandpay  the  fiveGuineas, 
and  take  a  Receipt  for  the  fame  as  he 
fhould  think  fit,  which  was  accordingly 
done ;  and  Matters  lay  now  quiet  for 
about  three  Months,  when  a  fecond  Let¬ 
ter  was  fent  down  to  let  him  know,  that 
being  in  great  want  of  Money,  he  was 
obliged  to  fend  him  Word,  that  there 

were 
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were  ftill  twenty  Guineas  due  to  him,  and 
which  he  expefted  in  a  few  Days,  or  elfe 
he  might  fee  caufe  to  repent  perhaps  that 
he  had  not  complied  with  the  Contents. 
Hereupon  the  frighten’d  Gentleman  rides 
Port  to  London,  and  in  Company  with  his 
Landlord  [having  the  Receipt  with  him] 
haftens  to  the  Quack' s  Houfe,  expoftulates 
the  Cafe,  fhows  the  Receipt,  and  defires 
to  know  what  he  meant.  The  other  tells 
him,  he  fhould  not  make  many  Words,  for 
that  would,  be  to  little  Purpofe  ;  it  was  true , 
he  had  received  the  ten  Guineas  as  were  con¬ 
tracted  for  firfi  of  all,  but  he  mujl  have  twenty 
more  for  keeping  Council,  or  elfe  both  Town 
and  Country  jhould  know  he  had  been  a 
Whoring ,  as  they  would  if  he  pretended  to 
/land  Tryal.  Here,  in  Ihort,  was  the 
Conclufion,  either  to  prepare  for  putting 
in  Bail,  or  to  pay  the  Money,  and  take  a 
Penal  Bond  of  what  Forfeiture  he  pleafed, 
if  any  farther  Trouble  was  given  upon 
this  Account,  for  which  the  next  Day 
was  allow’d  to  confider.  His  Landlord 
advis’d  him  by  all  means  to  ftand  the 
Rifque,  offering  readily  to  be  his  Bail* 
and  told  him  he  was  fure  the  Rogue  would 
be  Hang’d,  before  he  would  go  forward 
with  a  Suit,  in  which  he  mult  appear  fo 
notorious  a  Villain.  But  the  Country 
Gentleman  was  faint  hearted,  and  [as  h@ 
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told  me  after]  would  fooner  have  paid 
five  hundred  than  have  appear’d  in  Court, 
or  had  his  Name  to  have  been  only  men¬ 
tion’d  upon  this  Score  ;  and  fo  for  his  own 
Eafe,  through  this  foolilh  Timoroufnefs, 
the  Matter  was  compremis’d,  as  it  were 
next  Day  betwixt  themfelves,  the  Inn¬ 
keeper  knowing  nothing  of  the  Matter, 
and  he  thought  he  came  off  tolerably 
well,  confidering  what  Hands  he  was  got 
into,  by  the  Abatement  of  five  Guineas; 
fo  here  were  twenty  five  Guineas,  of 
which  fifteen  were  paid  for  Secrecy,  and 
ten  for  a  pretended  Cure.  The  fame 
Fellow  [as  I  heard  it  whifper’d  fome 
years  ago]  demanded  one  hundred  Pound 
for  keeping  Council  [call’d  Hu/h-Money] 
of  a  wealthy  Citizen  he  had  firft  Dog’d  or 
Set,  to  know  who  he  was ;  upon  which 
a  Suit  of  Law  commenc’d,  but  was  fti- 
fted,  as  the  other,  before  the  Tryal  came 
on,  by  a  Compofition ;  the  Defendant  be¬ 
ing  partly  fearful  of  being  expos’d,  and 
alTur’d  that  the  Plaintiff  was  already  a 
Prifoner  ;  fo  that  by  futng  this  Beggar 
after  for  Coft  and  Damage,  he  fhould  on¬ 
ly  meet  with  a  Beggar’s  Portion,  and  be 
made  a  Town  Talk  into  the  Bargain. 

Thefe,  I  can  allure  our  Reader,  are 
Matters  of  Faft ;  and  tho’  I  cannot  lay  all 
of  them  are  arriv’d  to  this  Height  of  Vil¬ 
lainy  ; 
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lainy  ;  I  will  fay  this,  and  juftify  it  too, 
that  the  moll  knowing  of  them  are  not 
able  to  do  you  half  the  Service  [notwith- 
ftanding  the  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thir¬ 
ty  Years  Experience  they  daily  boaft  of] 
as  one  of  the  meaneft  Surgeons  about  the 
Town,  I  might  fay  an  Apprentice  of  three 
Years  Handing,  whofe  Matter  is  conver- 
farit  in  that  way  of  Bufinefs,  and  with 
whom  alfo  you  are  much  fafer  as  to  Re« 
putation,  and  keeping  of  your  Council 
[as  they  call  it]  thofe  great  Motives  to 
your  engaging  firft  of  all  among  thefe 
Back-door  People,  with  their  Lamps  and 
Lanthorns,  fome  of  them  very  dark  ones 
too,  but  therein  fuited  to  their  dark  De- 
figns. 

As  to  an  Objection  that  may  be  raifed, 
that  if  fome  of  thefe  People  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  Patient’s  Expectation,  or  were 
not  cured  by  them,  their  Trade  muff 
foon  be  at  an  end,  and  no  Body  would 
come  near  them?  This,  I  fay,  iseafily  re¬ 
mov’d,  by  what  many  of  them,  over 
their  Liquor  have  acknowledg’d,  viz. 
thac  they  never  expeft  the  fame  Perfon, 
in  the  common  way  of  asking  for  a  Box 
of  Pills,  a  Pot  of  Electuary,  or  a  Bolus,  to 
come  twice  ;  if  they  will  be  fo  civil,  they 
are  welcome,  but  unexpected  ;  there  are 
new  Faces  enough  to  fupply  the  old  one? 

Places,- 


/ 
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Places,  who,  as  I  have  told  you,  run  front 
one  of  thefe  Folks  to.  another,  till  they 
have  not  one  Penny  left  in  their  Pockets 
when  at  length  having  no  Friends  neither 
to  aflift  them,  St.  Bartholomew  and  Stt 
Thomas  are  the  Patron  Saints  they  pray 
unto  for  Relief',  and  if  fuch  Prayers  are 
heard,  I  would  fay,  are  regarded,  they  are 
fome  of  them  fent  thence  to  Kjn°Jland$ 
others  to  the  Lock  in  Southwark .  But  yet 
admitting  fome  have  the  good,  I  might 
fay  rather  the  bad  Hap,  to  remove,  your 
prefent  Complaint,  yet  it  is  generally  by 
thp  way  of  Exchange,  flopping  your  Run¬ 
ning  at  any  Rate,  as  fome  Books  they  have 
direft  them,  and  damming  up  the  Poifon; 
When,  if  after  you  complain,  they  tell 
you  that  you  are  cur’d,  but ,  you  hav$ 
now  either  the  Scorbutic  Itch  [if  you  axe 
broke  out]  or  the  Rkeurnatijm  [if  pain'd 
in  your  Limbs]  when  ftill  if  yoti  go  from 
them  to  others  of  their  Brethren  in  Iniquity^ 
were  it  really  no  other,  you  are  now  told 
you  have  a  thorough  Pox  ;  however  3  alt  ho7 
you  are  truly  in  bad  Condition ,  if  you  can 
fpare  three  half  Crowns ,  you  miy  have  & 
Bolus  will  drive  it  out  Of  your  Plefhj  nay 
your  Bones  themfelves9  back  again  [ whence  it 
came  laft ]  into  your  Blood ;  raife  him  btft 
three  more,  the  fecond  f ball  whisk  it ,  all 
thence  into  the  Skin  ;  and  being  come  thus 

n  f**a 
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far,  methinks  ’tis  great  pity  [tho’  you 
borrow  the  Money  of  three  feveral 
Friends]  you  fhould  not  carry  this  honeffe 
Man  the  three  laft,  that  fcoures  your 
Hide  of  all  the  Pocky  Filth ,  and  is  to  make 
you  cleaner  [  at  leaft  in  your  Pocket  ] 
than  a  Penny. 

It  would  be  too  tedious,  fhould  I  pre¬ 
tend  to  acquaint  you  with  all  the  Wiles 
and  Stratagems,  made  ufe  of  by  thefe 
fcandalous  and  moll  ignorant  People,  to 
beguile  you  of  your  Money,  and  if  that 
were  the  worft,  among  the  Wealthier 
fort,  the  Abufe  might  be  the  eafier  put  up ; 
but  here  lies  your  Misfortune,  in  that 
having  a  falfe  Ground  Work  laid  among 
them  for  Cure,  whilft  you  are  over- purg’d 
by  fome,  not  fufficiently  by  others,  and 
with  fome  ill  fuited  Purgatives  by  all,  at 
leaft  fuch  as  are  lefs  fit  for  your  particular 
Cafe  in  fome  refpeft  or  othfer,  the  Diftem- 
per  infinuates  farther ;  and  then  you  mud 
after  undergo  a  harder  Penance,  per¬ 
haps  to  the  utmoft  Prejudice  of  your  Af¬ 
fairs  in  the  World,  being  now  ftriftly 
kept  up  to  clear  you  of  fome  inveterate 
'Dicers ,  finking  JMofes ,  loft  Palates ,  rotten 
Skulls  and  Shin-bones ,  pocky  Confurnptions9 
with  other  the  lamentable  Offspring  of  this 
cruel  Diftemper,  fir  ft  of  all  ill  treated  by  thefe 
defigning  Men. 

Let 
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Let  me  but  appeal  to  your  own  Rea- 
fon  ;  how  can  you  think  it  poflible,  a  poor 
forry  Taylor,  a  Rafcally  pretending  Fortune-¬ 
teller  or  knavifh  AJlrologer ,  an  ignorant 
Foot-man,  a  mad  runnagade  Scrivener ,  a  poor 
Country  Apothecaries  Boy  [however  now 
enrich’d  by  your  Spoils]  fhould  be  more 
able  to  help  you,  than  the  great  Number 
of  learned,  experienc’d,  judicious  and 
honed:  Phyftcians  and  Surgeons  with  which 
this  City  does  every  where  abound ;  to 
whom  you  may  apply,  and  with  whom 
you  have  no  need  to  fear  thefe  Impolitions 
upon  you,  and  taking  all  together,  for 
much  lefs  Expence  you  are  often  at  [thus 
running  from  one  Quack  to  another,  under 
this  cover  of  Secrecy  being  more  expos’d] 
you  might  have  a  well-grounded,  and 
confequently  a  found  Cure ;  and  ’tis  in- 
deed  to  thefe  you  mult  have  recourfe  very 
frequently  at  long  run,  when  the  former 
have  done  all  they  can  [under  pretence  of 
Cure]  to  fpoil  and  beggar  you. 

Be  not  then  any  longer  beguil’d  ot 
drawn  in,  to  expert  Relief  from  thefe 
fpecious,  but  vain  and  empty  Promifes  by 
a  fingle  Bolus ,  a  Box  of  Pills ,  a  Pot  of  F- 
le binary,  or  the  like ;  for  they  know  in 
their  own  Confciences  [ii  they  know  any 
thing  of  the  Matter]  that  forty  of  them 
in  many  of  your  Cafes,  will  do  no  Service  j 
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nor,  if  they  can  fix  you  by  their  Setters ,  at 
your  firft  coming,  will  you  find  that  you 
can  get  off  fo ;  or  admit  you  do,  to  What 
purpofe  do  you  throw  away  a  half  Crown 
for  a  Box  of  Pills  ?  five  Shillings  for  a  Pot 
of  Ele fluary?  a  Guinea  for  another  not 
worth  one  half  of  the  former  ?  three  half 
Crowns  for  three  Pennyworth  of  Turpeth. 
Miner  ale  [a  Chymical  Preparation  of  that 
Name]  another  Guinea  for  two  Penny¬ 
worth  of  nafty  Spirits,  impregnated  with 
fome  Virtue  of  one  fort  or  other,  but  even 
the  Author  knows  not  rightly  what,  from 
a  few  dry  Chips  ?  Buc  indeed,  as  I  have 
laid  already,  his  not  only  fo  much  Money 
flung  away,  but  running  from  one  of 
thefe  Ignorants  to  another,  the  Opportu¬ 
nity  lott  of  a  fubftantialCure,  whilltyour 
Difeafe  was  recent ;  whereas  the  fame 
may  be  now  probably  fo  fix’d  upon  you, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  a  Salivation  will 
throw  it>  off. 

From  thefe  Guinea  Packets,  called  other- 
wile  the  Specific  Elefluary  and  Elixir ,  I 
think  it  neceffary  to  deliver  a  few  Words, 
before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  Subject,  be- 
caufe  I  perceive  they  have  made  more 
Noife  than  any  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  two  are,  I  think,  the  fame  ho- 
neft  Man’s  [if  they  are  not  a  Club  of 
■K— s]  who  is  the  Author  of  the  fa¬ 
mous 
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mous  Anodyne  Necklace ,  and  feveral  other 
Curiofities,  left,  as  we  fay,  if  his  Knave 
of  Spades  won’t  do  to  win  the  Game,  he 
may  be  ready  to  play  Pans,  and  together 

with  his  Partner  Dr.  C  — - to  fnack 

all  the  Money  was  laid  down  ;  whether 
the  firft  was  the  Inventer,  and  the  laft 
only  to  Hand  or  Midwive  it  into  the 
World,  is  uncertain;  but  fure  enough 

that  P —  C - Name  was  thought 

very  expedient  to  fet  off  the  Goods,  and 
promote  their  Sale  ;  and  by  which  ’tis  as 
evident,  many  hundreds  have  been  en« 
fnar’d ;  for  the  unfortunate  and  heedlefs 
Patient,  being  inform’d  daily  by  fome 
Advertifement ,  that  a  little  Gally-pot  of  a 
new  dij cover'd  Remedy  will  ref  ore  himy  after 
fo  many  others  he  had  taken  ineffectually ; 
fending  now  for  one  of  the  learned 
Dodtor’s,  or  the  Prieft’s  Books,  and  finding 
here  the  nice  Divijionsy  with  the  Phylofophical 
Defcriptions  of  the  Caufes ,  Signs  and  various 
Symptoms  of  this  Difiemper ,  he  cannot  now’ 
think  otherwife,  but  that  doubtlefs  he 
muft  be  fafe,  and  as  fecret  as  he  pleafes, 
becaufe  he  need  but  ftep  into  a  Tavern, 
and  tip  the  Drawer  a  Teller  for  himfelf, 
with  a  Guinea  [the  purchafe  Money]  to 
fetch  him  the  Sovereign  all-healing  Specif  ck, 
which  having  fwallow’d  by  little  Morfels, 
according  to  the  Direction,  and  finding 
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himfelf  no  better  than  from  his  Pill-a- 
cbffjee  [as  he  calls  it]  he  had  bought  of 
the  Apothecary  forlefs  than  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  Price,  but  rather  that  he  is 
growing  dill  worfe  ;  however,  looking 
again  over  the  bewitching  Treatife,  he 
there  finds  the  Author  fo  honeft  a  Man 
as  to  tell  him,  there  are  different  Poxes,  ac¬ 
cording  as  there  are  differing  Habits,  and 
therefore  [juft  Man]  he  does  not,  nor  can¬ 
not  warrant  that  one  Pot  (hall  cure  all ;  fome 
need  but  half  one  [the  Remainder  may  be 
fav’d  for  the  next  Clap,  and  fo  you  may 
cheat  the  Quack  Prieft  if  you  can]  fome  a 
whole  one,  fome  two  [oh  rare  Bite]  and  fome 
■probably,  but  they  mujl  be  exceedingly  unlucky , 
may  require  three.  Now  our  Patient  afore- 
faid,  believing  himfelf  one  of  thefe,  the 
fecond  Pot  is  fent  for  to  as  little  Advam 
cage,  and  then  the  third  in  like  manner ; 
when  perceiving  himfelf  bubbled,  he  has 
his  Choice,  either  to  keep  his  own  Coun- 
fel  and  fay  nothing  of  the  Matter ;  or 
if  minded  to  be  recorded  for  a  Fool  or  a 
Whore-monger,  to  take  the  Specif ck  feller 
before  a  Magistrate  [for  the  Money  now 
will  not  be  return’d  Qtherwife]  at  lead 
to  tell  who  he  is,  and  make  Oath,  or  de¬ 
clare  he  might  as  well  have  taken  the 
Contents  of  the  three  Gaily- pots  and 
thrown  them  into  the  Privy  at  the  firft 

hand, 


The  Modern  Quacks.  i  o  3 

hand,  as  he  had  at  the  fecond,  for  any 
Benefit  he  had  receiv’d  thereby.  Now 
who,  I  fay,  thinks  fit  to  do  this,  among 
the  many  hundreds  who  have  been  thus 
impos’d  on  ?  No,  no,  the  Junto  knew 
this  too  well,  for  even  the  pooreft  Sinner 
that  has  perhaps  borrow’d  the  Money  [as 
feveral  l  know  have  done  who  have  been 
thus  abufed]  if  but  a  menial  Servant,  is 
afraid  to  be  feen  upon  this  Errant,  much 
more  the  Man  of  Note,  the  eminent  Ci¬ 
tizen,  or  the  little-fufpedfed  Merchant. 

I  have,  I  own,  as  I  thought  it  a  piece  of 
Juftice,  advifed  forty  of  thefe  cheated 
and  deluded  People,  to  go  and  demand 
their  Money  :  To  fome  who  ventur’d,  it 
was  refus’d,  and  there  was  no  Remedy 
but  by  a  Warrant  to  have  them  before 
my  Lord  Mayor,  or  fome  other  Juftice  of 
the  Peace  ;  when  rather  than  go  thus  far, 
they  have  chofe  to  fit  down,  as  we  fay, 
by  their  Lofs,  curfing  the  Quack  and  his 
Accomplices,  who  for  very  good  Reafon 
play  leaft  in  fight.  7  , 

I  have  had,  within  ten  Days  of  the 
WHting  of  this,  two  Examples  of  this 
kind,  the  one  a  poor  Woman  abufed  by  her 
Husband ,  finding  herfelf  out  of  Order ,  and 
having  caufe  to  fujpecl  the  Matter ,  applies 
rvith  the  deluded  Multitude  to  the  Spectfick 
Remedy,  which  not  anfvering  the  end ,  (he 
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ft? as  told  J he  fhould  have  bought  the  Elixir , 
fold  at  the  fame  Place  ;  when  having  pawn'd 
her  Cloaths  to  advance  another  Guinea ,  this 
like  wife  was  purchas'd)  but  as  ineffectually  as 
the  former ,  and  fo  would  fifty  more,  if 
flic  had  laitl  them  out  at  the  fame  Market. 
Taking  Pity  of  this  honeft,  but  miferably 
poor  Creature,  Iprefcrib’d  what  I  thought 
her  Cafe  requir’d  to  the  Apothecary,  and 
coming  about  a  Fortnight  after  to  thank 
me,  fhe  told  me  fhe  had  now  her  Cure ; 
the  Apothecary  taking  her  Word  for  feven 
Shillings  fo  foon  as  file  could  pay  him  : 
The  feCond  a  poor  Errand  Boy  at  a  Tavern ? 
had  borrow'd  the  Guinea  of  three  of  his  Ac- 
quaint ance.)  which ,  tho '  he  had  little  reafon 
for  it)  he  might  as  well  have  thrown  into  the 
Thames,  as  the  infignif cant  Electuary  down 
his  Throat ,  for  any  Belief  he  was  like  to  have 
by  it.  ' 

I  have  now  bv  me  a  Lift  of  forty  odd 
of  thefe  deluded  Patients ;  feme  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  fort  being  cur’d  afterwards  by  my 
own  Prefcriptions  to  their  Apothecary; 
others  drain’d  of  their  Money  before-hand 
by  thefe  Means,  and  now  Objects  of  the 
publick  Charity,  were  recommended  to 
the  Hofpitkls .  A  Woman  of  the  Town ,  whilft 
1  was  Writing  this ,  applying  for  Advice  on 
the  tike  occafion ,  during  my  vifiting  her  un¬ 
de?  q  SalivdtiqP)  told  me  of  her  own  accord , 

that 
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that  more  than  a  Score  of  her  Acquain - 
t'ance  of  both  Sexes ,  had  been  cheated  by 
theje  Books  and  Medicines ;  and  tho }  fome 
of  them  tvere  enough  fcandalous ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  Account  of  their  Converfation 
in  this  Nature,  yet  none  of  them  had  Af- 
furance  enough  to  make  their  perfonal  Ap¬ 
pearance  and  demand  their  Money ,  as  the 
Pamphleteer  infinuates  they  may  do,  yet  under 
fome  certain  Rejlrictions,  if  they  are  fo 
minded. 

It  remains  that  I  take  off  one  mighty 
Objection  raifed  in  their  behalf,  That  fo 
many  People  coming  in,  and  that  volun¬ 
tarily,  as  the  Advertifers  make  us,  at 
leaft,  believe,  to  return  their  publick 
Thanks  for  fignal  Recoveries ,  fuch  Cures , 
as  Uf  you  can  believe  them\  have  been 
look'd  on  by  the  mofl  e?ninent  Bhyficians  as  in¬ 
curable  •  left  off  as  fuch  by  others  ;  broke  out 
in  five  hundred  Places  ;  fome  the  Evil ,  fome 
the  Scorvy,  fome  the  Pox ,  and  fome  again  the 
Rheum  at  ifm :  But  ftay,  I  think  we  have 
another  Specifick  for  this  laft,  and  the  Gout ; 
and  the  Bait  being  readily  fwallow’d, 
doubt  you  not  but  you  will  quickly  have 
either  thefe  already  invented,  to  perform 
every  thing  ;  or  fome  others,  after  like 
manner  trump’d  upon  you,  to  make  the 
Bed-ridden  ftart  up  and  cut  Capers,  and 
every  old  Man  or  Woman  as  blith  and 
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bonny  as  their  Grand  Children  ;  Bat 
flattening  to  my  Argument,  I  fay  it  may 
be  obje&ed,  if  there  were  not  fomething 
in  this  Medicine  extraordinary,  how  comes 
it  thefe  mighty  Feats  are  thus  perform’d, 
as  the  Certificates  here  imply  ?  To  which 
the  fame  Anfwer,  or  much  like,  will 
ferve  that  was  made  before  to  thofe  Bed¬ 
rolls  of  Recoveries,  fome  true,  feme  falfe, 
or  Catalogues  of  Cures  by  Worm-Powders, 
and  other  Quack  Remedies  difpers’d  in 
publick,  or  after  the  fame  way* 

That  the  Medicine  may  he  good  in  many 
r effects,  tho’  not  fo  good  as  you  may  have 
from  any  legal  PraQitioner  [where  you 
have  clearer  Directions  by  Word  of 
Mouth,  and  your  Cafe  rightly  imparted, 
are  upon  lefs  hazardous  Grounds,  than 
going  thus  hit  or  mtfis  to  work]  for  an 
eighth  part  of  the  Expence.  That  many 
People  have  had  Sores  drfd  up  by  ufimg  it , 
which  have  made  great  Appearance ,  and  are 
never  leffen’d,  you  may  be  fure,  in  the 
Certificates ,  that  fome  in  particular  Scorbutic 
\ Breakings  out  ;  others  with  Evil  ones ,  fo 
called  ;  others ,  lajllj ,  with  Venereal  ones  may 
have  found  Relief \  all  this  I  acknowledge 
poffible:  And  yet  at  the  fame  time  can 
fee  nothing  more  than  our  common  Calo- 
rnelanos  [the'Name  of  a  Mercurial  Prepa¬ 
ration,  and  the  Bafis  mod  likely  of  theirs} 
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incorporated  with  other  Medicines,  and 
prudently  adminifter’d  [which  thefe  Peo¬ 
ples,  I  can  afiure  you,  are  not,  for  they  nei¬ 
ther  know  who  the  Patient  is,  nor  what 
particular  or  direct  repugnant  Indication 
he  or  fhemay  labour  under]  will  perform; 
and  it  would  be  very  ftrange,  if  they 
could  not  cull  out  one  or  two  in  a  Month 
to  flourifh  with,  out  of  the  Scores,  if  not 
hundreds,  who,  durfl:  they  appear,  efpe- 
daily  in  Cafes  of  the  Foul  Di/eafe ,  are  at 
the  fame  time  curfing  them  in  their 
Hearts,  for  picking  their  Pockets,  and  do¬ 
ing  them  no  manner  of  Service. 

But  farther,  as  in  thofe  of  the  other 
kind,  if  you  obferve,  you  will  find  the 
Generality  of  their  Scenes  are  laid  amongft 
none  of  the  mod  Creditable,  or  Perfous 
of  almoft  any  Repute,  even  in  Diftempers 
where  it  were  no  Scandal  to  have  it 
known,  but  ufually  with  poor,  filly,  yet 
fome  of  them  perhaps  well-meaning  Per- 
fons.  Of  jome  I  have  enquired  my  felf ,  and 
found  fo  little  of  the  Miracle ,  that  the  Dif- 
eaj'e  never  had  any  thing  in  it  formidable  or 
difficult  of  Cure ,  under  the  Infpecfton  of  an 
Artifl ;  but  having ,  very  likely ,  baffled  fome 
ignorant  Barber ,  or  fir  cling  Empirical  Pre - 
tender ,  which  they  have  oftentimes  the  Folly 
[to  gwe  it  the  mildejl  Name  I  can\  to  call 
the  woft  learned  Phyficians  or  Surgeons ; 
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nay ,  I  have  known  twenty  timesy  when  three 
fych  Quacks  have  been  called  the  whole  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyfi  clans,  or  if,  fuppofing  they  had 
once  given  Attendance  here,  and  taken  but 
*ne  fingle  Dofe  of  Phyfick  by  their  Directions 
[cho’  more  probably  they  might  only  go 
for  Advice,  as  many  of  them  come  to  us 
daily,  and  go  back  again  without  any 
Prefcription,  only  hearing  what  we  have 
to  fay  to  them]  they  here,  I  fay ,  make  bold 
with  this  venerable  Name,  as  if  that  learned 
Body  were  unable  to  accompli fb  the  Work  that 
had  been  now  done  •  Some  others  /  found  wa~ 
v  eying  in  their  Stories,  dif owning  many 
things  of  Moment  alfo  in  the  Certificate , 
and  which  [having  had  a  view  of  their  parti* 
cular  Circumfiances  before ;  tho *  no  otherwife 
concern'd  than  by  advifing  fome  of  them  to  the 
Hof  petal,  being  very  poor"\  I  knew  to  be  fo : 
Others ,  a^ain,  being  confeffedly  corrupted  or 
brib'd  thereto ,  had  given  Liberty  to  the  Ad - 
vertifer  to  put  in  what  he  pleas'd ,  promifing 
if  there  fhould  be  Enquiry  [yet  many  times 
there  is  none ,  fome  People  taking  all  upon 
Truft,  as  believing  no  Perjon  could  fo  f niffy] 
they  would  vouch  all,  if  they  f'ent  them  firjl 
a  Copy  of  fuch  Advertifement,  that  they 
might  be  prepar'd  for  the  Work . 

Upon  thefe,  and  the  like  fandy  Foun¬ 
dations,  is  the  wretched  Superftru&ure 
laid,  and  by  thefe  Wiles  the  unthinking 
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Multitude  enfnar'd,  great  Numbers  of 
indigent  or  neceflitous  People  to  their  ut¬ 
ter  Undoing ;  and  a  reafonably  good  Me¬ 
dicine  [if  this  were  to  be  allow’d  as  fuch] 
given  thus  at  random,  might  very  likely 
have  no  better  Succefs ;  for  none  can  aSt 
beyond  the  proper  Sphere  of  its  Activity, 
and  a  much  better  than  this  is,  I  can  af- 
fure  you,  deliver’d  out  this  way,  where 
the  Patient  only  can  judge  for  himfelf,  of 
has  no  other  Encouragement  than  that  it 
has  done  fuch  a  Per  [on  good ,  who  was,  as  he  is 
told ,  juft  in  his  Condition ,  [‘ho’  in  reality  it 
might  ejfentially  be  diver fify’ d]  and  therefore 
why  fbould  it  not  cure  him .  The  bed  Re¬ 
medy,  I  fay,  on  Earth,  thus  only  com¬ 
mended  by  one  unskilful  Perfon,  and 
taken  by  another  ftill  more  ignorant  of 
the  Cafe  in  all  its  Cirumftances  ;  for  one 
that  receives  Benefit,  nine  fhall  be  no 
whit  the  better,  and  five  of  this  Number, 
not  improbably  prejudiced  by  its  particu¬ 
lar  Impropriety  one  way  or  other,  to  their 
as  particular  or  Angular  Habits,  or  fome 
other  unheeded  Circumftances  not  to  be 
provided  for  in  this  way  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  think,  did  the 
People  who  go  to  buy  either  this  Eletfu- 
ary  which  may  have  fome,  or  the  Elixir 
which  has  not  one  good  Property,  fen: 
each  of  which  they  are  to  lay  down  a 
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Guinea,  did  they  believe,  I  fay,  it  were 
nine  to  one  that  it  would  hit  their  Cafe, 
they  would  doubtlefs  confider  farther  of 
it ;  and  I  am  fully  fatisfy’d  I  have  made 
the  modefteft  Computation  the  fame  will 
bear ;  for  were  it  poflible  to  difcover  the 
Truth,  by  the  Touchftone  of  every  fingle 
Teftimony  of  thofe  who  have  try’d  it,  I 
would  lay  thefe  odds  my  felf  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  Guineas  to  ten,  that  not  fo  much  as 
one  in  ten  were  one  Pin  the  better  for  ei¬ 
ther  of  them :  But  no  Matter,  whilft 
the  Latin  Proverb  implies,  That  the  Smell 
of  Gain,  even  from  any  things  is  to  fome 
People  in  the  World,  exceeding  frveet  and 
grateful. 

Before  I  bid  adieu  to  this  Remedy,  I 
mull  let  you  know,  that  a  Surgeon  of 
my  Acquaintance,  perfonating  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  applied  himfelf  to  Dr.  C- - n, 

feigning  very  great  Complaints,  efpecial- 
ly  of  NoSturnal  Pams  in  his  Head,  Shoul¬ 
ders  and  Shins,  arifing  from  a  pretended 
Infeftion  gotten  fome  Years  before,  and 
therefore  he  defired  he  would  be  fo  can¬ 
did  as  to  let  him  have  his  real  Thoughts 
whether  or  no  he  might  depend  on  the 
Specific  Remedy,  fo  much  recommended, 
for  this  Cure,  or  what  other  Courfe  he 
muft  take  to  obtain  the  fame,  for  he  was 
minded  to  put  himfelf  under  hisDire&ion; 

to 
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£o  whom  the  Doftor,  believing  doubtlefs 
he  fhould  make  better  Earnings  than  in 
fnacking  part  of  the  Profit  of  a  Guinea, 
Gaily -pot,  Sir,  jays  be ,  the  Specific  is  a  very 
pretty  Compofition  in  fome  Infections ,  but  to 
deal  plainly  with  you ,  it  mil  not  reach  your 
Cafe  ;  nor  tvill  any  other  Remedy  [if  there 
were  a  better  than  the  Specific ]  than  a  Saliva - 
lion.  Truly,  Do&or,  fays  the  Surgeon, 
now  making  himfelf  known ,  I  am  of  your 
Mind,  yet  cannot  chufe  but  wonder  that 
you,  who  know  much  better,  fhould 
fuffer  your  Name  to  be  ufed  to  counte¬ 
nance  that  Roguilh  Cheat  that  is  earry’d 
on  to  the  great  Detriment  of  fo  many 
poor  People,  feveralof  whom  I  have  had 
under  my  own  Care,  when  you  and  your 
Accomplices  have  got  all  the  Money  they 
had  from  them.  Upon  this  more  Words 
arifing,  great  Threats  alfo  following  off 
both  fides,  the  Conteft  ended,  and  the 
Surgeon  left  him  to  do  what  he  thought 
fit,  which  was  to  take  all  in  good  part, 
and  put  up  the  Affront,  leaft  more  Noife 
might  have  been,  attended  with  fome 
other  Difadvantage. 

I  cannot  fee  there  will  need  farther  Ar¬ 
guments  to  convince  any  Man,  who  is 
not,  as  they  fay,  wilfully  deaf  to  all ;  that 
there  is  no  Security  in  a  Depertdance  up¬ 
on  any  one  of  thefe  Empirical  or  pfuack 

Re  me - 
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Remedies ;  or  to  prove,  that  the  Authors 
of  them  have  any  more  in  view,  than  to 
raife  their  own  Fortunes  upon  the  Rums 
of  fome  poor  People,  and  tricking  others 
by  their  plaufible  Tales  and  Inventions 
out  of  their  Money  ;  and  that  confequent- 
iy,  whoever  is  at  firft  able  to  raife  five 
or  ten  Pounds  for  feeing  a  Phyfician,  or 
to  fatisfy  an  able  Surgeon,  will  not  only 
lay  out  his  Money  better,  but  find  himfelf 
alfo  atlefsExpence  [all  things  confider’d] 
by  the  one  half ;  chiefly  in  that  he  will 
much  fooner  have  a  good  and  fubftantial 
Cure,  and  be  fet  out  of  danger  of  a  Re- 
laple ;  for  what,  alas !  will  it  avail,  if  you 
fliould  be  patch’d  up  a  little  by  one  Quack's 
Box  of  Pills ,  a  fecond’s  Bolus,  or  a  third’s 
Elettuary ;  throwing  away,  fourthly,  two 
or  three  Guineas  for  the  Specific  Bottles 
and  Gaily -pots,  lofing  feveral  Weeks,  if 
pot  as  many  Months  of  your  Time; 
fifthly,  lumping  it  with  another  for  the 
Sum  I  at  firft  mention’d  ;  hence  worfe 
than  ever  taken  in  by  a  fixth  to  be  Sali¬ 
vated,  there  rifquing  your  Life,  or  if  e- 
fcaping,  yet  [  for  want  of  Skill  in  this 
nice  Point  of  Practice,  for  there  is  more 
in  it,  believe  me,  than  knowing  what  will 
make  you  Spit]  fome  time  after  relapfing 
and  growing  worfe  than  ever;  fpoil’dthus, 
at  length  a  larger  Sum  may  be  requir’d, 
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and  well-deferved  too,  by  the  judicious  Ar~ 
rift,  if  poffible  to  recover  you ;  Befides,  we 
have  already  told  you,  that  this  Method 
of  thus  retailing  their  Remedies  by  the 
half  Crown,  five  Shillings;  three  half 
Crowns,  ten  Shillings,  or  the  Guinea 
and  thirty  or  forty  Shilling  Packets  [fof 
fuch  alfo  there  are  fold  by  the  Generous 
and  Charitable  Quacks ,  under  the  Titles 
of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons],  is  but  tqf 
draw  you  in;  and  being  once  enter’d)  you 
muft  ftill  repeat  where  you  began,  or  be¬ 


gin  again  with  a  fecond,  third,  fourth,  &c% 
as  aforefaid  ;  when,  carting  up  your  Sum 
total,  it  is  a  Chance  if  you  don’t  find  thai 
before  you  are  got  half  way  to  your  Jour^ 
nies  end,  it  has  coil  you  more  Pounds 
than  you  were  told  in  their  lying  Bills  and 
Books ,  it  would  do  Shillings.  To  how  many 
[finding  who  they  are]  have  they j  not  under 
Pretext  of  Credit ,  made  themfelvesi  as  it 
mere,  Penf oners  for  Jome  Tears9  receiving  by 
the  Week ,  the  Months  or  Quarter ,  fo  much 
Moneys  what  they  pleafe  now  to  demand  t 
How  many  have  been  forced  to  pawn  iheit 
Watches ,  their  Cloatksj  nay ,  the  Beds  they 
Uy  upon 9  to  make  Satisfaction ,  rather  than  be 
expos'd  to  the  World,  or  lofe  fome  for ry  live* 
lyhood  by  the  Lofs  of  their  Reputation ,  now 
lying  at  thefe  Peoples  Mercy  ? 
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If  thefe  or  the  like  Relations,  grounded 
upon  real  Faffs,  and  many  fad  Inftances 
of  which  are  Weekly  brought  into  our 
Hofpitals,  having  fir  ft  been  ftripp’d  of  all 
by  fuch  like  Methods ;  if  thefe,  I  fay,  are 
not  fufficient  to  open  your  Eyes,  and  let 
you  fee  where  you  are  going,  when  you  ap¬ 
ply  your  felves  to  thefe  moft  ignorant,  and 
bafely  defigning  People,  what  will,  unlefs 
your  own  dear  bought,  and  now  perhaps 
too  late,  Experience  thereof? 

I  know  it  is  the  fettled,  not  only  Saying, 
but  real  Opinion,  of  fome,  If  the  People 
will  be  deceiv’d,  let  the  People  be  deceiv’d  ;  „ 
but  I  think  the  Exprefiion  harfh  and  utter¬ 
ly  Uncharitable  ;  nor  can  I  believe  any  of 
you  would  willingly  be  thus  impos’d  on  : 
but  that  it  is  always  through  fome  kind  of 
Ignorance  of  the  Subject,  wherein  a  Cheat 
is  difficultly  difcover’d  ;  or  an  over  Credu¬ 
lity,  by  taking  Falfhood  for  the  T ruth  [a 
Snare  being  fo  cunningly  laid  in  your  way, 
and  the  fame  fo  artfully  difguifed]  that 
you  fuffer  your  felves  to  be  thus  abufed. 
From  all  which,  that  I  may  farther  refcue 
you,  and  fee  you  out  of  the  Power  [if 
you  perfift  not  in  fthe  fame  Credulity  or 
Eafinefs  of  Belief  ]  of  thefe  Deftroyers 
both  of  yourHeakh  and  Wealth,  I  lhall 
here  [according  to  my  Promife]  lay  down 
fome  Rules,  by  which  the  meaneft  Capa- 

^y* 
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city,  may  be  able  to  diftinguifh  between 
an  Able  and  Honejl  Phyfician  or  Surgeo/ty 
and  an  Ignorant  and  Kjiavifh  Empiric  or 
Impoflor . 

Firft  then,  if  you  happen  to  meet  with 
any  Phyfick  Book ,  how  learnedly  foever 
the  Author  may  feem  to  you  to  handle  his 
Argument  ;  yet  if  you  find  him  talking  of 
any  Secret ,  of  which  he  is  Mafler ,  or  way  of 
Cure  peculiar  to  himfelf  which  for  'very  par¬ 
ticular  Reafons  he  is  not  to  divulge  \  and 
more  efpecially ,  if  in  any  part  of  the  Jaid 
Treatife  he  boafls  of  his  own  Remedies ,  enters 
their  Names  with  great  Encomiums  of  their 
Virtue Sy  but  tells  you  not  exprefly  what  they 
are ,  as  well  as'what  they  will  do,  or  in  (hort 
jignifeSy  that  you  can  purchafe  them  of  him 
only ,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  Author, 
let  him  be  who  he  will*,  is  nb  other  than  a 
Quack,  and  the  very  Defign  of  publifhing 
fuch  Book,  means  nothing  more  than  a 
Quack  Bill:  If  you  obferve,  you  will  find 
the  fame  as  often  Advertis’d  in  the  News 
Papers  [fometimes  the  Title  Page  alfo  of 
the  Book  ftuck  upon  Polls]  as  his  own, 
or  others  Bids  are  given  about  the  Streets,, 
by  which  he  finds  his  Account  [drawing 
in  the  unwary]  fo  great,  as  to  think  it 
worth  while  to  be  at  twice  the  Charge 
perhaps  in  Advertifing,  as  the  whole  im* 
preflion  of  his  Pamphlet  coft  at  firft. 

1  2 
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I  have  already  told  you,  if  a  Man  can 
but  write  a  Book,  that  is,  very  common¬ 
ly  tranferibe  great  part  at  leaf!:,  [as  the 
Modem  Syphilis  has  done]  Word  for  Word 
out  of  another,  and  give  it  a  new  Name, 
efpecially  if  the  People  fee  M.  D.  at  the 
Bottom,  he  is  reckon’d,  by  a  fort  of  Con- 
fequence,  fome  famous  Do&or:  But  let 
none  of  thefe  poor  Shifts  or  Slights  deceive 
you,  mark  but  this  Hint  I  have  given  you, 
and  you  will  quickly  fee  the  Drift  of  luch 
Publication,  was  only  to  fell  off  fome 
Packets  of  Quack  Remedies,  and  hedge  you 
into  his  Clutches,  where  ’tis  odds  but 
he  will  Pinch,  if  he  does  not  Gripe  you  to 
Death. 

I  have  been  the  longer  upon  this  pecu¬ 
liar  Sign,  becaufe  I  find  almoft  all  of  them 
have,  of  late,  taken  up  this  Trade  of 
writing  Books.  Thus  one  comes  out  to 
catch  you  with  his  Venus  deceiv'd  -f  a  fe- 
cond,  his  Tomb  of  Venus a  third,  his  true 
and  fuccinct  Recount  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  ; 
a  fourth,  A  fhort  Account  of  the  fame 
[mind  here  the  Bait]  publifh'd  for  the  Com' 
mon  Good,  and  with  this  farther  Infinua- 
tion  [oh  monftrous  Impudence,  mix’d 
with  as  great  Ignorance]  that  if  you  apply 
to  him ,  hiyvill  dtrebl  you  next  time  you  pick 

up  a  VC- - re,  how  you  may  efcape  being  Cl  apt  -f 

a  fifth,  with  his  Modern  Syphilis  [  in  Gp- 
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portion  to  the  Ho ned  Syphilis  printed  juft 
before]  who  tho7  he  is  fo  Modeft  as  not  to 
boaft  of  his  Noftrums ,  is  as  much  a  Plagi¬ 
ary  [called  other  wife  a  Theif]  as  any  of 
the  reft ;  and  who,  left  you  fhould  not 
fmell  out  his  Defign,  gives  you  to  under- 

ftand  that  he  is  Mr.  M - 7s  Partner  [fie 

upon  him ]  in  Venereal  Practices ;  a  fixth  • 
has  had  the  Confidence  to  write  a  Hiftory 
of  Quackery ,  a  London's  Medicinal  Informer , 
yet  himfelf  as  errant  an  Empiric  as  ever 
the  Town  bred  :  So  that  you  fee  by  thefe 
Wolves  appearing  in  the  Cloathing  of  the 
Sheep,  it  behoves  you  to  (land  upon  your 
Guard,  left  [as  I  told  you  before]  thefe 
pretended  Angels  of  Light ,  but  in  reality 
more  nearly  [by  their  bafe  Aftions]  re- . 
lated  to  theD — /,  fhould  happen  to  in- 
fnare  you. 

Secondly ,  fhould  it  chance  at  any  Time 
fome  printed  Piece  of  Paper  or  Bill,  fliould 
be  thruft  into  your  Hand,  or  thrown  in  at 
your  Shop  Window,  containing  a  long 
Scroll  of  pretended  or  real  Cures,  per¬ 
form’d  by  fuch  or  fuch  Medicines,  fold 
at  fuch  particular  Places ;  or  fome  Ca¬ 
pital  Letters  at  the  Top,  importing,  that 
at  fuch  or  fuch  an  Houle  [whether  Gol¬ 
den  Heads  or  Balls,  or  whatever  other 
Signal  is  hung  out,  as  Lamps  and  Lant horns 
over  the  Doors ]  you  may  have  certain ,  fafe 
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and  fpeedy  Cure  for  the  Grand  Pox  or  Clap , 
with  all  their  Attendants ,  know  for  certain 
this  is  a  Trap  laid  for  you  and  other  credu¬ 
lous  People  ;  and  as  you  value  your  Health, 
or  Comfort  of  your  Lives,  defpife  and  con¬ 
temn  their  treacherous  Invitations,  with 
an  avoid  Satan ,  get  thee  behind  me  •  at  leaft, 
put  the  fame  in  your  Pockets  till  you 
may  ufe  it  there  upon  a  fitter  Occafion. 

I  have  already  told  you  who  are 
their  Authors,  with  their  Qualifications, 
and  that  as  fure  as  you  liften  to  them,  or 
are  drawn  in  by  them,  you  will  repent 
you  had  not  taken  this  Advice. 

The  like  Warning  I  muff  give  you  a- 
gain  ft  Advertifements  in  the  News-Papers , 
or  other  publick  Prints ,  to  put  off  Medi¬ 
cines  of  any  kind  ;  but  I  think  I  need  not 
fay  much  upon  this  Subjeft,  becaufe  I 
have  already  made  it  appear,  that  no  Re¬ 
medy  how  valuable  foever  in  it  felf  [much 
Ids  thefe  Tradesmens  Traffick ,  with  fair 
cut-fides,  fine  Bottles,  Pots,  and  famous 
Coats  of  Arms,  to  prevent  what  they  call 
Counterfeits ,  and  yet  are  nothing  more 
themfelves]  can  be  fo  order’d,  but  that 
fome  particular  Circurn fiance  in  the  Sick 
of  one  kind  or  other,  will  inevitably  ren¬ 
der  them  more  hurtful  than  helpful ;  or 
that  for  one  who  can  receive  Benefit,  ma¬ 
ny  will  be  iojurkh  This,  I  fay,  will  hold 

true 
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true  of  the  beft  Medicine,  but  there  are 
few  or  none  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  that 
are  fit  for  much  better  purpofe  than  to 
load  a  Dung-Cart ,  and  as  fuch  to  bfc 
buried  in  fome  Layfiall  at  the  Town’s  end. 
Nor  let  [as  abovefaid]  any  of  their  Tales 
of  wonderful  Cures  wrought  by  them, 
of  which  very  probably  you  may  have 
a  new  one  in  two  or  three  Months, 
but  every  Day  fome  old  one,  fome  too  of 
a  twelvemonth,  and  frequently  fix  Months 
ftanding,  dreft  up  as  if  of  yefterday,  on 
purpofe  to  deceive  you :  Nay,  you  will 
find  the  whole  Lift  of  perhaps  their  ten  or 
fifteen  Years  fetting  up  for  Doftors  [which 
fome  of  them  diftribute  once  a  Year]  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  fuch  a  Number, 
when,  if  the  Truth  could  be  come  at,  it 
would  appear  they  had  moft  grofly  cheat¬ 
ed  many  hundreds  in  half  the  Time  :  Let 
not  thefe,  I  fay,  have  any  weight  with 
you,  for  were  it  not  that  the  deluded  Peo¬ 
ple  are  alham’d  the  World  fhould  know 
how  they  have  been  bubbled  by  thefe 
Stories,  for  one  in  their  behalf,  you  would 
fee  fifty  Advertifing  that  they  had  been 
cheated,  or  that  they  had  flung  away  half 
a  Crown,  a  Crown,  ten  Shillings,  a 
Guinea  [not  to  mention  the  many  Pounds 
they  had  the  fame  way  confounded]  to 
buy  more  Wit. 
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I  am  told  there  is  an  honeft  and  war- 
thy  Gentleman,  a  Pra£iitioner  [whether 
for  his  own  private  Satisfaction,  or  for 
ferae  other  Ufe  hereafter  intended  to  be 
made  thereof,  is  not  the  Queftion  here] 
has  made  it  his  Bufinefs  to  get  Intelligence 
of  this  kind  ;  and  fix  Months  pa  ft,  his 
Lift  of  thofe  abufed  by  the  Scheme  Mer¬ 
chants,  under  colour  of  curing  the  Pox, 
and  the  Childrens  Teeth,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  two  hundred  ;  of  thofe  im¬ 
paled  on  by  M - — ~r  in  J—c — —  L — , 
to  one  hundred  and  odd  ;  thofe  cheated 
by  Dr.  W-. — t  the  S— — r,  near  one  hun¬ 
dred  ;  fomewhat  about  the  fame  Number 
by  the  quondam  Country  Apothecaries 
Boy  in  — —  C% - 2— ;  and  not  ma¬ 

ny  lefs  by  his  Footman  in  the  E>  ■  -t ; 
befides,  great  Numbers  by  others  preten¬ 
ding  ;to  Knowledge  in  fome  parts  of  Phy- 
fick  or  Surgery,  fuch  as  Cancer  and  Kjng^s 
Evil  Quacks  *  OccuUJls  both  ordinary  and 
extraordinary,  with  the  like. 

The  Method  of  colk&ing  this  Intelli¬ 
gence,  has  been  from  Phyficians ,  Surgeons 
and  Apothecaries ,  as  well  in  the  Town  as 
In  the  Country,  to  whofe  Care  thele  de¬ 
luded,  and  many  of  them  utterly  ruin’d 
Patients,  happen’d  to  be  committed,  when 
they  had  tr  ied  ineffectually  thefe  Empirical 
Remedies ,  or  beqn  abandon’d  by  toms  Quack 

.  U"n? 
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Undertaker,  after  the  Payment  of  a  good 
round  Sum  in  hand,  which  is  all  thefe 
People  aim  at,  well  knowing  they  have 
no  title  by  their  Articles  to  what?s  be¬ 
hind.  Confider  now,  that  it  is  fcarce 
poflihle  any  more  than  one  in  ten  of  thefe 
Relations,  has  yet  come  to  Light  ;  fince 
?tis  little  more,  I  am  inform’d,  of  whom 
the  Queftion  has  been  ask’d  to  communi¬ 
cate  what  they  know  of  this  Affair  ;  fo 
that  if  this  well  deferving  Perfon  goes  on, 
and  the  Gentlemen  of  theProfeffions  afore- 
faid  will  affift  him,  efpecially  thofe  be¬ 
longing  to  our  Hofpiuls ,  with  what  they 
know  concerning  the  fame,  his  Account 
muft  ftill  vaftly  increafe  ;  and  for  one  Re¬ 
covery,  with  which  thefe  People  can  pre- 
fent  you,  this  Gentleman,  if  he  pleafes, 
will  furnifh  you  with  twenty  [upon  the 
indifputable  Teftimony  of  Men  of  the 
greateft  Learning,  Judgment  and  probity 
in  the  Kingdom]  who  have  been  noways 
better’d,  but  moft  of  them  prejudiced  ex¬ 
ceedingly  by  the  fame  Hand. 

So  fond  indeed  of  Novelties,  of  a  1  moft 
any  fort,  are  our  Englijh  People  more 
elpecially,  that  any  Pretence  to  a  new 
Method  of  Healing,  or  fome  new  Re¬ 
medy  [at  leaft  an  old  one  with  a  new 
Name}  is  greedily  entertain’d  by  them  ; 
of  which,  great  Advantage  is  made  by  de~ 
”  ;  fjgnin 
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figning  Men,  who,  when  the  old  Cheat 
will  take  no  longer,  are  put  upon  fome 

new  Invention.  Thus  the  Quack  M - n 

in  H- - G- — — ,  when  he  firft  fet  up  this 

Trade,  began  with  Book-writing ,  at  leaft 
printing  Title  Pages  thereof  inftead  of  Bills, 
and  polling  of  them  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
Town  ;  fcarce  the  Trunk  of  an  old  Tree 
in  Moorfields  but  could  eccho  forth  the 
Praife  of  his  new  Difcovery  to  cure  the 
Pox.  This  being  worn  threadbare,  the 
famous  Atyla  comes  forth  ;  now,  by  the 
way,  my  Dictionary  tells  me,  this  Atyla 
was  a  famous  Warlike  Scythian  Prince, 
who  kill’d  himfelf  with  a  Debauch,  whe¬ 
ther  by  Wine  or  Women  is  not  mention’d, 
either  of  them  might  bring  him  to  the 
Gout ,  and  that  put  him  upon  Enquiry 
after  a  Remedy,  which  having  difcover’d, 
and  our  DoCtor  lighting  upon  his  Original 
Manufeript,  where  this  Prince  had  enter’d 
it  with  his  own  Hand,  very  happily  found 
out  the  fame. 

This  Game  being  play’d  a  little  while, 
not  without  the  Lofs  of  fome  Lives,  as  the 
Town  talks,  there  next  appears  a  Powder 
to  fupply  the  Rafcally  je/uits  Bark  [whofe 
very  Name  has  been  enough  to  frighten 
many  People  away  from  it, and  confequent- 
ly  to  make  them  defirous  of  any  thing  to 
fupply  its  Place]  which,  however  gather’d 

under 
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under  the  moft  fortunate  Planet  [as  it  was 
furmifed]  would  not  take  at  all.  I  had 
forgot  to  tell  you,  that  long  before  this, 
we  had  a  Grand  Steritton  [who  this  Ute¬ 
ri  cion  was  I  know  not,  hut  take  him  to 
be  a  Foreigner,  very  probably  related  to 
King  Atyla  aforefaid]  an  Elixir  Exonerans ; 
and  now,  lately,  we  have  a  Chymical  Eng- 
UJh  Spirit  [I  wilh  it  may  cure  the  Itch  for 
Novelties]  to  overcome  the  LeproJ),  Itch , 
and  all  the  Tribe  of  Cutaneous  Difeafes  ; 
and  I  dare  believe,  if  he  were  to  drefs  up 
a  dry  Pojl,  and  chriften  it  Pantagogon,  or  by 
fome  other  uncouth  Appellation,  fetting 
forth  its  admirable  Virtues,  for  this  or  the 
other  Diftemper,  there  would  not  want 
fome  fhort-fighted,  or  unthinking  Cufto- 
mers  to  enquire  after  it. 

Before  I  pafs  on  farther,  I  think  it  here 
expedient  to  obferve,  that  a  late  Quack  has 
taken  great  Advantage  to  juftify  his  Em¬ 
pirical  Method  of  fcribling  over  Boohy 
but  efpecially  giving  Bills  about  the  Streets, 
by  inftancing  the  like  Pra&ice  in  Dr. 
Pechey,  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  Dr. 
Salmon  [as  he  calls  him]  likewife  in  Mr. 
Needham  the  Surgeon ;  he  might  have  alfo 
added  his  Brother  Martin ,  and  Mr .Moor 
among  the  Apothecaries.  For  the  firft  of 
thefe,  I  can  only  fay  I  am  forry  that  any 
Man  of  a  liberal  Education,  Ihould  have 

thus 
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thus  difhonour’d  his  Profefllon  ;  I  am  fure 
he  has  been  reprehended  by  the  College 
for  fo  doing  ;  and  if  each  of  the  learned 
Members  thereof  do  number  him  there¬ 
fore  among  Quacks  and  Empiric s,  he  muft 
blame  no  body  but  himfelf ;  as  for  Salmon, 
he  never  was  any  other  his  whole  Life¬ 
time  ;  the  beft  that  can  be  faid  of  him  is 
this,  that  he  was  a  good  Chjmift ,  but  like 
them,  Empirical ,  lmmethodical ,  and  en¬ 
tirely  unacquainted  with  Rules  of  Art ; 
he  was  neither  Surgeon  nor  apothecary ,  nor 
Would  either  of  thofe  Corporations  ever 
admit  him  a  Member  of  their  Societies, 
much  lefs  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 
altho’  he  pretended  to  be  a  great  Profi¬ 
cient  in  all  three  ;  he  was,  indeed,  ^ 
great  Friend  to  the  Paper  Manufacture , 
large  quantities  of  which  he  wafted  in 
his  Collections  and  Tranfcripts  from  other 
Writers  ;  nor  can  it  be  faid  truly,  that  he 
was  ever  the  real  Author  of  one  good 
Book,  tho’  he  fpoiled  a  great  Number  by 
his  fooiifh  Translations,  Alterations ,  Addi¬ 
tions,  Comments ,  Explanations ,  or  Anno¬ 
tations,  together  with  the  extravagant 
Characters  of  his  Medicines,  by  which 
lie  has  made  his  Readers  pay  five  Shillings 
inftead  of  one,  and  taught  every  one  to’ 
be  as  much  a  Quack  as  himfelf,  which  he 
ealFd  their  Birth-right ,  that  is,  a  Right  to 

run 
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fun  from  their  own  honeft  Mechanic  Em¬ 
ployments,  and  fet  up,  under  pretence  of 
Doctors  and  Surgeons,  to  play  with  Peo¬ 
ples  Lives.  He  might  very  well  have  left 
out  Needham ,  who  never  was  of  any  Re¬ 
pute  among  the  Surgeons,  nor  knew  as 
little  of  the  Art  they  profefs  ;  but  having 
ralhly  deftroy’d  fome  of  his  Neighbours 
at  one  part  of  the  Town,  by  throwing 
them  into  Salivations,  which  was  his  Cure 
for  almoft  all  Difeafes,  he  was  forced  td 
fly  into  another,  where  he  skulk’d  [as  I 
have  heard]  up  and  down,  till  having 
entirely  forfeited  the  little  Reputation  he 
ever  was  Mafter  of,  he  fet  up  for  Quack , 
giving  Bills  about  Town  to  cure  the  Foul 
Difeafe :  But  furely  after  all  this,  admits 
ting  the  Phyficians  have  had  a  Pechey  •  the 
Surgeons  a  Needham  and  a  Martin  ;  and 
the  apothecaries  a  Moor  [take  Salmon  who 
pleafes]  this  I  fay,  certainly,  is  a  very  pi¬ 
tiful  Plea  for  this  kind  of  Practice,  fince 
every  of  thefe  have  been  juftly  reprehend¬ 
ed  and  condemned  by  their  feveral  Bodies 
or  Societies,  and  treated  alfo  [  as  they 
have  deferred]  no  otherwife  than  with 
Scorn,  Ignominy  or  Contempt,  To  pro¬ 
ceed  now  : 

Thirdly,  Whoever  hangs  out  a  Pifs-pot 
for  his  Standard,  i.  e.  the  Sign  of  a  Urinal, 
or  pretends,  upon  fight  of  your  Water,  to 

tell 
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tell  your  Infirmities,  and  direflt  Medicines 
without  feeing  the  Sick  Perfon,  or  other 
Scrutiny,  by  asking  the  Patient  or  his 
Friends,  fuch  proper  Queftions  as  may  let 
them  into  fome  better  Knowledge  than  is 
commonly  to  be  had  thereby,  believe 
them  not,  they  are  Cheats,  and  intend  to 
pick  your  Pocket  not  only  of  fix  Pence  or  a 
Shilling  for  what  they  call  c  aft  ing  your  Vrine 
[which  they  deferve  much  better  fhould 
be  caft  in  their  Faces]  but  by  drawing  you 
in  with  fome  fearful  Story  or  other  of  your 
Danger,  to  take  a  Packet  with  you  of 
their  Mundungus ,  their  Stuff,  as  one  of 
them  himfelf  very  well  names  it,  that 
may  recover  you  from  this  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger  they  fee  [with  both  their  Eyes]  very 
plainly  in  your  Urine,  you  labour  under. 

There  are  many  Perfons  fo  bewitch’d 
with  thefe  Fooleries,  or  drawn  in  by  thefe 
Water-flingers ,  conceiving  it  fo  eafy  a  way 
of  coming  at  the  Knowledge  of  their  Di- 
ftempers  [  fome  to  know  whether  they  are  with 
Child,  without  the  neceffity  of  appearing  in 
the  Cafe  themfelves  ;  others ,  whether  they 
(ball  recover  of  the  Sicknefs  they  labour  un¬ 
der,  with  fuch  like ] ;  that  one  of  thefe  Fel¬ 
lows,  a  Weaver  I  think  by  Trade,  and  a 
french  Man,  fome  where  about  Spittle- 
fields,  falling  upon  this  Method  of  decei¬ 
ving  the  People,  under  pretence  of  finding 

their 
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their  Difeafes  in  their  Water,  has  acquir’d 
[as  I  am  inform’d  by  fome  who  know 
him]  fome thoufands  of  Pounds;  having 
now  raifed  his  Price,  and  altho’  fo  very 
illiterate  as  that  he  can  fcarce  Read  or 
Write  intelligibly,  has  fuch  Crowds  of 
People  flocking  to  him  of  all  forts  to  be 
eafed  of  their  Money,  and  know  their 
Doom  from  this  infamous  and  lying  Oracle , 
that  his  Door,  they  fay,  is  feldom  free 
from  one  or  other  of  thefe  Ample  People, 
who  taking  their  Turns,  one  at  a  time  as 
they  firfl  came ;  he  puts  on  his  Conjuring 
Cap ,  lifts  up  the  Urinal,  (hakes  his  Head, 
and  begins  very  gravely  his  Speech,  Dis 
Perfon  very  bad ;  Yes,  indeed  Docf  or  re¬ 
plies  the  old  Woman,  fo  he  is :  Hence  he 
gathers  it  is  a  Man’s  Water,  and  goes  on  ; 
Dis  be  de  Man’s  Water ,  good  Woman ,  is  it 
not  ?  Yes,  Sir,  anfwers  the  Meflenger. 
Then  very  demurely  looking  thereon 
again,  he  runs  over  his  common  Cata¬ 
logue  us’d  at  all  times,  as  thus :  Here  be 
much  Pain  in  de  Head ,  then  looking  wifh- 
fully  in  the  Woman’s  Face,  to  fee  if  (he 
contradi&s  him,  if  (lie  fay,  not  much, 
Sir,  in  the  Head,  then  here  be  great  Pain  in 
deBreaft  :  Very  much  indeed,  Sir,  replies 
old  Nurfe  :  Me  fee  here  be  very  great  Dtjor- 
der  in  de  Breafl,  and  alfo  in  de  Stumaach. 
Yes,  truly,  Sir,  fays  lhe,  he  has  not  eat 

a  Bit 
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a  Bit  of  Victuals  thefe  ten  Days.  Then 
Mon  fie  ur  goes  on  ,*  here  be  de  great  eft  Pain 
in  de  Stumaach  and  de  Bowels ,  de  Liver  be 
decay,  de  Spleen  half  rotten',  and  that,  Sir, 
fays  the  old  Nurfe,  is,  I  fuppofe,  theRea^ 
fon  makes  him  cry  out  of  his  Back,  does 
it  not,  Sir  ?  Hold,  hold,  fays  the  Dodior, 
you  do  no  well  to  interrtipt  what  me  going  to 
tell  you  :  Here  he  looks  again,  and  taking 
hold  of  this  new  Advantage  Ihe  had 
given  him  j  Dis  Man's  Kjdney  be  de  wor/l 
me  feen  dis  Morning  «  he  be  Dicer  in  de  Kjd¬ 
ney  ;  great  Pain,  oh  very  great  Pain0  poor 
Man .  Truly,  Sir,  fays  Nurfe,  making  a 
low  Courtefy  at  every  turn,  fo  great 
Pain  he  cannot  fleep  Night  nor  Day  :  Dit 
poor  Man  be  hkemfe  fallen  away  in  de  Body 
and  all  his  Limbs  ;  and  who  can  fuppofe 
lefs  from  a  Hint  of  his  great  Pain,  and 
want  of  Nourifhment,  by  way  of  Re¬ 
cruit,  for  fo  many  Days  paft  ;  in  fhort,  the 
Dodtor  being  aifo  in  hafte  to  difpatch  the 
reft  of  the  Fools,  waiting  to  be  ca!Fd  for, 
concludes  thus Dis  Man  be  very  bad  indeed * 
he  will  fall  into  de  Conjunction  ij  you  no 
take  great  Care  ;  but  if  he  take  me  Stuffs  it 
will  by  God's  Bleffing  [this  facred  Name  is 
ever  ufed  to  give  a  Sanflnon  to  their  Vil¬ 
lainy]  do  him  great  Good  •  me  purging  E* 
lixir  ana  me  Gaily -pot  of  Stuff,  me  Wife  can 
give  yoUj  for  your  Monty j  for  you  Jee  dare 
be  many  o  tiers  fay  0s  ioming*  Tllfe 
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,  This  Harangue  finifh’d,  here  is  firft  a 
Shilling  for  casing  the  Water ,  and  four  or 
five  if  (he  has  fo  much  about  her  [if  no£ 
fhe  mu  ft  hafte  Home  and  fetch  it ;  for 
who  would  let  a  poor  Man  die  for  warn 
of  this  good  Stuff]  to  pay  for  the  Medi* 
tines. 

After  this  manner  has  this  French  Mon¬ 
key  impofed  upon  ten  thoufand  fimple 
People,  and  fent  them  Home  alfo  with 
not  fo  good  as  a  hit  or  mifs  Remedy  $  yet 
Full  Satisfaction  of  his  great  Abilities  in 
the  Pifs -predict  ion,  or  cafling  of  Urine ,  as 
they  word  it  ;  becaufe  having  huddled 
over  [as  is  his  way]  all  parts  of  the  Body 
[for  the  Diftemper  mull  be  fomewhere] 
and  taking  fome  Advantage  of  a  filly  Wo¬ 
man’s  Ignorance,  getting  hold  of  fome 
Hint  as  above-mention’d,  he  at  length 
goes  over  again  in  a  more  particular  Man¬ 
ner  with  hfs  Gibbariflh,  and  now  fixes 
the  Main  of  the  Diforder  in  thofe  Paro 
he  gather’d  from  fuch  Hints,  excufing 
himi'elr,  if  he  fees  cccafion,  by  faying^ 
that  notwithftanding  the  Sick  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  take  Notice  as  yet  of  thoft 
Parts  [where  he  happen’d  to  be  out  as 
his  random  Guefs]  yet  thefe  are  begin* 
ning  to  be  touch’d  with  the  Difeafe,  and 
if  care  be  not  taken,  that  is ,  if  he  will  mi 
tah  fome  Stuff,  it  will  foon  difcoVer  it  jetf 
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by  thefe  Complaints  alfo,  and  endanger 
his  Life. 

’Tis  not  above  a  Month  paft  from  the 
fetting  down  this  Relation,  fince  a  no¬ 
table  fhrewd  Country  Man  brought  up 
his  Son’s  Urine  to  this  French  Man* 
whofe  Fame  had  occafion’d  his  Jour¬ 
ney  of  ten  Miles:  The  Country  Man 
being  exceedingly  referv’d,  and  expecting 
the  Conjurer  could  find  every  thing  out 
in  the  Pifs  •  it  happen’d  that  the  Dodior 
going  over  his  Lift  of  de  Head ,  de  Breajl7 
de  de  Stumaachj  de  Liver ,  de  Spleen^ 

de  Kjdnejj  &c .  and  finding  the  Country 
Man  made  not  one  Word  reply,  but 
feem’d  to  fmile  ;  Pray,  Sir,  fays  the 
Doctor,  How  long  has  jour  Wife  [for  he 
reckon’d  of  Courfe,  the  Husband  had 
brought  his  Wife’s  Water],  been  Sick? 
The  Country  Man  frauds  mute  a  little 
while,  and  the  Doctor  looking  again  up¬ 
on  the  Water,  cries  out  [as  finding  the 
Country  Man  would  be  too  many  for  him] 
Dis  be  de  flrange  Pater  me  ever  fee :  Surely 
dis  be  no  C hr i pens  Pater  ;  Are  you  fare  dis 
be  de  Chrifiens  Pater  ?  Me  no  know  what  to 
'make  of  dis  Pater .  Here  the  Country 
Man  difcovering  the  Do&or’s  grofs  Igno¬ 
rance,  told  him  it  was  his  Son’s  Urine; 
but  he  perceiv’d  him  utterly  out  in  ail  he 
had-faMof'  hisDiftemp^r.  Upon  this  he 
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pours  out  the  Water,  and  fays,  Are  you 
jure  dis  be  your  Sort  s  Pater?  Yes,  fays  the 
old  Man,  I  fee  him  make  it,  and  put  it 
up  my  felf  this  Morning.  Then,  fays 
the  Doctor,  Me  forry  for  you ,  your  Soft  got 
de  Grand  Pox,  Upon  this,  the  Country 
Man,  in  great  Paffion,  was  ready  to  fall, 
upon  him,  calls  him  [as  he  deferved]  ait 
ignorant  Rafcal  ;  and  told  him,  had  his 
Wife  been  there,  Ore  would  have  pull’d 
off  his  Conjuring  Capy  if  not  his  Eyes  Gilt* 
Upon  a  little  foftening,  the  Doctor  pray’d 
him  not  to  be  fo  warm,  feem’d  to  recant^ 
and  defir’d  him  to  let  him  know  what  un¬ 
common  Difeafe  it  was  that  had  thus 
puzzled  him  ?  Hereupon ,  the  honed 
Country  Man  tells  hint,  he  believ’d 
he  knew  all  Difeafes  alike  by  feeing  their 
Urine,  that  was  as  much  as  came  to  no¬ 
thing  that  the  Country  People  faid  his 
Son  was  under  an  ill  Tongue,  which  he 
now  found  true,  in  that  he  had  thus  fcan- 
dalized  a  virtuous  and  fober  Youth,  with 
faying  he  had  got  the  Foul  Difeafe .  Others 
faid  the  Diftemper  was  Lunacy ,  and  that 
his  Son  Was  in  danger  of  going  Mad. 
Upon  which,  the  Doctor  thinking  he  had 
now  fome  Hole  to  creep  out  at,  replies  prd- 
fently,  Me  thought  it  was  fome  very  ft  range 
D'ljeaje  ;  Me  cure  all  Di jeaj isy  but  me  no  pte~t 
tend  to  de  cure  of  mad.  hoiks  •  you  mult  go  to* 
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de  Mad  Doctor.  Truly,  fays  the  Country 
Man,  I  am  furely  right  then,  for  ’tis 
plain  if  you  are  riot  a  Mad  Do&or,  you 
are  either  Fool  or  Knave  ;  and,  I  think,  I 
was  either  Mad  or  Bewitch’d  my  felf,  to 
take  a  journey  of  ten  Miles,  to  hear  a  Fel¬ 
low  talk  ten  times  more  foolifhly  than  our 
Country  Apothecary,  who  will  have  him 
under  an  Ill-Tongue.  Thus  ended  the 
Parley  ;  the  Doftor  inilfted  upon  his  Shil¬ 
ling  [for  there  was  no  room  for  his  Stuff] 
hut  the  Country  Man  railing  a  Stir  about 
the  Door,  they  were  glad  to  get  rid  of 
him  without.  From  this  fa  mans  Urine - 
C after,  the  Water  [being  put  up  again  in  the 
Bottle]  was  brought  ftraight  to  my  Houfe; 
upon  light  whereof  I  told  the  Country 
Man  I  could  tell  him  nothing  to  his  Purpofe, 
for  it  was  all  Cheat  and  Roguery  in  the 
Pretence:  Truly,  Sir,  fays  he,  I  am  now 
convinc’d  that  it  is  fo  •  but  is  there  nothing 
indeed,  continueshe,  to  be  drawn  thence? 
Yes,  I  told  him  there  was,  but  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  direct  a  Phyfician  of  it  fdf  in  his 
prefcribing  for  the  Sick  ;  however,  find¬ 
ing  the  Country  Man  more  than  ordinari¬ 
ly  inquifitive  after  the  Certainty  of  thefe 
Matters,  1  told  him  all  i  could  infer  from 
the  Water  he  now  brought  [which  ap¬ 
pearing  exceeding  crude  and  pale,  as  in 
forme  Nervous  Duiempers  it  always  is,  as 
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alfo  in  fome  kinds  of  Obftrudions]  wa^ 
that  it  might  poffibly  be  his  Wife’s  Water, 
troubled  with  Vapours;  his  Daughters  in 
the  Green  Sicknejs ;  his  own,  or  his  Son’s 
under  Hypochondriac  Melancholy :  Ah,  Sir, 
fays  he,  there  you  have  hit  it ;  your  Chon- 
dr  Ack  I  know  nothing  of,  but  the  Melan¬ 
choly  is  my  Son’s  Cafe.  Upon  this  he  told 
me  all  that  had  pafs’d  juft  before  with 
his  French  Dodor,  and  feem’d  now  well 
pleafed  that  he  had  taken  his  Journey,  if 
only  for  the  Satisfaction  he  had  receiv’d 
in  the  Affair  of  iVater-Cajling . 

There  have  been,  perhaps,  as  many 
Tricks  put  upon  this  Monsieur  the  Pijs- 
Prophet ,  as  all  others  about  the  Town  be- 
fides.  Thus  fome  for  their  Diverfion, 
have  fent  him  Cows-pifs,  others  Horfe- 
pifs ;  when  the  Bodor  going  over  his 
Catalogue  as  cuftomary ;  the  Meffenger, 
when  he  had  done,  told  him,  fhe  was 
fent  only  to  know  whither  the  Gentle¬ 
woman  fhe  came  from  was  with  Child  i 
and  if  he  could  difeover,  by  his  great 
Skill  in  Waters ,  if  it  was  like  to  be  a  Son 
or  Daughter?  Hereupon  he  calls  for  a 
clean  Glafs,  pours  the  Water  back  and 
forwards  feven  times,  then  lets  it  fettle  a 
Minute ;  then  again  putting  on  his  Spe- 
dacles,  more  narrowly  examining  the  fame 
at  the  Window,  he  returns,  Fell  your 
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fldiflres,  very  gravely  fays  the  Conjurer., 
(he  be  with  Shi  Id,  it  be  fo  (mall  me  over-look 
it  at  firff  me  petty  fure  it  be  de  Man  Shild 
[that  being  generally  the  moil  acceptable 
News  to  the  good  Woman]  but  de  Shild 
be  fo  weak  that  it  no  live  ;  jhe  mifcarry  if 
j]je  have  not  me  Stuff  to  prevent  it ;  fo  pay¬ 
ing  her  Shilling,  and  promifing  to  come 
again  for  the  Stuff  \  Ale  returns  and  makes 
the  Company  laugh  heartily  who  fcnt 
|iei% 

:  ;  Almoft  infinite  are  the  Blunders  this 
B4an  commits  daily,  and  when  fooie  Gen* 
tjemen  tell  him  that  they  had  fent  him 
fiich  and  fuch  Tryalsof  bis  Skilly  as  now 
related,  perhaps  ahufe  him  too,  and  call 
firm  ignorant  Fellow,  he  is  ftill  ready  to 
take  ail  in  good  part,  and  feldom  retorts 
otherwife  than  with  ajeft,  as,  What  care 
me ,  me  win  jour  Money ,  me  let  you  laugh* 
Another  of  this  Tribe,  has  exercis’d 
more  cunning,  and  got  an  Eftate  alfo  by 
the  knavifh  way  of  infpeciing  the  Vrinal  « 
by  whom,  more  than  all  others,  the  com¬ 
mon  People  have  been  encourag’d  to  run 
about  with  their  Pifs-Bottles ,  and  even  to 
bring  them  to  Phyficians  themfelves  ;  not 
one  of  which,  ’tis  certain,  could  ever  this 
way,  give  them  half  the  Satisfaction  j  for 
at  the  tirft  light.  He  difcovers  the  Sex9  the 
Jige^  whether  Married  or  &  Virgin 5  how  long 
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they  have  been  Sick  to  half  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour ,  as  well  as  of  what  Dijlemper ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  divers  other  Circumftances  you 
would  think  impoflihle  ;  infotnuch  that 
fome  of  them  have  reported  him  to  be  a 
good  Man,  and  has  thefe  Matters  fuper- 
naturally  reveal’d  to  him ;  others,  that  he 
ufes  Magic ,  which  they  call  the  Black 
Jrt,  and  deals  with  the  Devil ,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  are  almoft  afraid  of  him,  fling¬ 
ing  down  their  Money,  as  I  have  heard 
fome  have  done,  and  running  out  of  the 
Houfe,  have  look’d  back  to  fee  whether 
any  evil  Damon  was  not  purfuing  them. 

This  Vrine-Profhet’’ s  Cuflom,  as  I  heard 
it  at  the  fecond  hand,  from  one  who  had 
it  from  his  Servant,  who  had  liv’d  in  the 
Houfe  fome  time,  and  tho’  fworn  to 
Secrecy,  it  fee  ms  by  the  Mafter,  did, 
upon  a  Squabble  betwixt  them  [after 
quitting  the  Place]  difcover  this  Piece 
of  Roguifh  Confederacy,  I  am  to  re¬ 
late. 

The  Contrivance  was  this  [a  Cheat  I 
find  pra&is’d  many  Ages  part]  he  had  al¬ 
ways  an  old  Woman  [fometimes  two  or 
three,  when  Buiinefs  was  very  flufh] 
whom  he  named  his  Decoys ,  drell  up  in 
the  Habit  of  a  Nurfe,  with  an  old  Ri« 
dinghood  and  a  Bottle  of  Pifs  under  it, 
whofe  Bufinefsit  was  from  nine  to  twelve 

K  4  [the 
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[the  Hours  he  gave  out  he  would  belpoke 
with]  to  attend  in  the  common  Waiting 
Room,  and  as  any  frefh  Cuftotner  came 
in,  fhe  was  to  fift  them,  firft  telling  her 
own  Errand,  that  fhe  had  brought  a 
Man’s,  Woman’s,  or  Child’s  Urine,  who 
had  been  Sick  fo  long,  of  fuch  or  fuch  an 
Jilnefs  ;  then  enquiring  after  theirs  [if  they 
did  not  open  of  their  own  acccords,  tho’ 
ufually  this  way,  the  good  Women,  and 
tailing  Ntirfes  efpecially,  are  very  com- 
iBunicatlve^  and  want  little  prefiing  upon 
them  for  a  Difcovery].  :  The  one  lets 
her  know  fhe  was  come  about  her  Daugh¬ 
ter  ;  a  fecond,  her  Husband  *  a  third,  her 
Son  ;  a  fourth,  herMidrefs;  a  fifth,  Mr0 
fuch  an  one’s  Wife,  Husband  or  Child, 
each  having  lain  fo  long,  of  this  or  that 
Difeafe ;  defcribing  prefently  the  feyeral 
Symptoms.  All  this  while  the  Doflor  be¬ 
ing  planted  on  the  other  fide  the  Parti¬ 
tion,  banifter’d  a  Top,  whereby  theSound 
has  eafy  Admittance,  and  his  Peep  hole 
conveniently  befides  fo  order’d,  that  he 
can  both  hear  the  Voice,  and  fee  each 
particular  Habit  or  Brefs,  at  lead  enough 
to  know  them  prefently  ;  here  he  enters 
the  Heads  of  each  Complaint  in  his  Mi¬ 
nute  Book  kept  for  that  Purpofe. 

When  Matters  are  thus  prepar’d,  the 
Boctor  already  drefs’cl,  deals  out  at  His 
:  :  ■  *  •• ; ... ,  Back. 
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Back-door,  comes  round,  and  [as  if  juft 
return’d  from  fome  of  his  Patients]  knocks 
at  the  Fore-door,  where  the  poor  Fools 
through  the  Glafs  can  plainly  fee  him. 
Being  let  in,  he  ask§,  perhaps,  which  of 
them  was  in  the  greateft  hafte,  or  had 
come  fooneft?  When  now  the  Decoy ,  to 
prevent  ftill  any  Jealpufy  in  the  reft,  ex- 
cufes  herfelf,  as  a  very  poor  Woman  who  had, 
often  troubled  his  Worfhip ,  and  had  Advice 
fome  times  for  nothing ,  /he  was  not  in  fo  much 
hafle ,  hut  could  flay  till  he  was  at  Leijure * 
The  Reft  entering  the  Parlour  on  the 
ether  fide,  one  after  the  other  as  they 
were  difpatch’d :  So  foon  as  one  of  them 
comes  in,  he  retires  [after  viewing  her 
for  a  Minute]  to  his  Study  at  the  end  of 
the  Room  ;  and  looking  on  his  Minutes 
to  find  the  Story  belonging  to  this  parti¬ 
cular  Habit,  he  returns,  takes  the  Water 
and  fteps  to  the  Window,  where  he  re¬ 
counts  Rich  particular  Circumftances  of 
the  Cafe,  that  the  poor  filly  Creature 
ftands  amaz’d,  and  cries  out,  Indeed ,  Sir? 
if  you  had  been  within  him  [or  her  as  it  hap¬ 
pens]  you  could  never  more  truly  have  dif- 
cover1  d  the  Cafe .  Well  then ,  good  Woman , 
fays  his  Worfhip,  the  Difeaje  being  found 
cut ,  the  Cure  will  be  eaficr  to  be  performed 
alfo  j  fit  you  down?  and  my  Servant  fhall 
give  you  for&e  Remedies  presently* 


Here 
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Here  to  {how  yet  more  Cunning,  and 
farther  to  fpread  his  Fame,  he  calls  for 
another,  and,  as  before,  flopping  back  to 
his  Minutes  to  fee  that  no  Miftake  was 
committed,  and  to  know  what  Heads  of 
them  file  belongs  to,  he  juft  takes  the 
Water  into  his  Hand,  and  ftrait  returns 
Its  faying,  Mi f  refs ,  what  do  you  bring  me 
this  Water  for9  jour  Daughter  carPt  recover 
without  much  difficulty  ;  ftje  hasy  I  find  it  at 
the  Top  of  the  Water ,  a  defect  from  her 
Birth  which  cams  be  rented/ d  ;  fie  is  crooked 
and  bunclPd  out  in  her  Breafy  has  a  great 
Hough  and  Pain  in  her  Side  ;  fie  mu  ft  be 
purged^  for  fie  has  not  had  a  Stool  theje  five 
Days  ■  her  Pain  is  under  her  left  Breafl  •  and 
u  ferns  by  the  Water  [which  he  now  takes 
up  again]  to  fljoot  quite  through  to  her  Back * 
All  this  while  the  poor  Woman  ftands  as 
one  confounded  ;  atlaft,  when  he  has  de~ 
fcribM  all  to  a  tittle,  {lie  cries,  God  blefs 
your  Worfhip}  I  am  fare  by  what  you  fay ,  if 
any  Man  can  cure  her  it  mu  ft  be  your  felf: 
Pray  good  Doctor  let  me  have  Jome  of  your 
Medicines ,  for  the ?  1  am  a  Working  Woman , 
I  full  think  nothing  toe  much  for  my  Daugh¬ 
ters  good » 

I.  have  given  you  only  a  Tafte  of  thefe 
Peoples  villainous  Praftices  to  amufe  and 
cheat  you  ;  for  it  were,  doubtlefs,  both 
uneafy  to  my  Reader,  as  well  as  tirefome 

to 
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to  my  felf,  to  repeat  more  of  the  fame 
kind- 

Somewhat  related  to  this  Gang,  was 
our  late  Conjuring  Fortune-teller  as  well 

as  lVater-C after  Dr,  T~ - r  in  M — rf—s9 

who  had  formerly  carried  a  Yoke  with 
Tubs  from  a  Brew-houfe,  and  afterward 
kept  a  little  Tippling  Houfe  on  the  Road- 
fide;  A  Fellow  To  wretchedly  Ignorant  as 
not  to  know  his  Letters,  yet  boafted,  that 
by  fuch  Pranks  as  thefe,  he  laid  up  two 
hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  and  fpent  twice 
as  much.  I  fliall  only  relate  one  pleafant 
Tale  of  him,  which  I  have  been  inform'd, 
was  the  Foundation  of  his  fetting  up  for  a 
Conjurer ,  a  Fortune-teller ,  a  Helper  of  Peo« 
fie  to  their  flolen  Goods  ;  Ladies  [and  fuch 
I  can  allure  you  came  frequently  incognito 
in  Hackney  Coaches]  to  confult  him  who 
were  to  be  their  Husbands  ?  and  whether  the 
Match  in  hand  ahead)  was  like  to  prove 
projperous  ?  what  Land  was  bejl  to  live  in 
for  thoje  who  were  bent  upon  leaving  their 
own  l  the  Sick  alff  whether  for  Life  or  Death ? 
with  twenty  Queftions  of  this  Nature, 
which  none  but  Fools  ask  after,  and  none 
but  forry  ignorant  Knaves  pretend  to  re- 
folve.  The  Tale  is  this : 

A  young  Gentleman  [asitfhould  feem 
better  flock’d  with  Money  than  fomewhat 
dfe]  riding  very  frequently  by  this  Con¬ 
juring 
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jar  mg  Ale-feller’s  Door,  would  fometimes 
flop  and  call  for  Drink ;  being  pleas’d 
with  the  Fellows  way  of  Talk,  and  ha¬ 
ving  always  at  his  Horfe  Heels,  a  {port¬ 
ing  Dog  he  much  efteemed  :  Now  it  hap¬ 
pen’d  fome  time  after,  this  Dog  was  ei¬ 
ther  loft  or  ftoln,  when  our  Fortune-teller 
in  his  Rambles  out  of  Town,  looking  ac¬ 
cidentally  through  the  Iron  Pallifades,  e- 
fpies  the  Dog  following  a  Servant  about 
the  Court-yard  of  a  Gentleman’s  Houfe  ; 
upon  which,  taking  no  Notice  now  to 
any  Body  whatever  :  The  next  time  the 

Mailer  rode  by,  T~ - —r  ask’d  him  if 

lie  had  heard  any  News  of  his  Dog  ?  the 
Gentleman  told  him  he  had  not,  but 
would  willingly  give  any  one  two  Gui¬ 
neas,  that  could  give  him  any  Notice  of 
him:  Mafler?  replies  the  Knave,  I  mil 
puzzle  my  Brains  for  you  till  l  find  him  :  I 
have  hotyen  many  to  their  Goods  floln  by  my 
Skill  in  AJlrology  ;  and  I  mil  erect  a  Scheme 
again  ft  you  come  again ,  whereby  I  doubt  not 
hut  to  get  Intelligence .  The  Week  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  young  Gentleman  very  fc- 
rioufly  comes  to T ■ — ■  -r  to  know  what 
he  could  find  by  his  Scheme ;  to  whom 
this  Arch-Cheat '  replies,  Siry  I  am  got  thus 
far  for  certain ,  that  either  he  is  carry1  d  away 
and  fold  to  fome  Gentleman  that  Lives  feven 
Miles  Eajf  or  / even  Miles  Weft *  Upon 
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this  Encouragement,  the  Spark  prefently 
difmounts  his  Footman,  as  the  Story  is 

told,  and  fets  up  T - r  in  order  to 

the  Peregrination  ;  when  to  colour  the  Ro¬ 
guery  the  better,  he  carries  the  Gentle¬ 
man  firft  of  all  the  wrong  Circuit,  which 
was  the  Eaftern,  looking,  as  they  rode 
along,  one  on  the  Right-fide,  the  other 
on  the  Left,  the  Matter  ftill  whittling  and 
calling  his  dear  Dog  by  his  Name  ;  but 
Quixot  and  Sancho  like,  returned  difap- 
pointed  in  this  firft  Adventure  ;  the  third 
Day  after  was  appointed  for  the  Weftera 
Circuit,  when  riding  as  before,  and  cal-' 
ling  at  every  Gentleman’s  Door  they  came 
at,  but  without  Succefs;  fo  foon  as  they 
came  within  a  Mile  of  the  Place,  Sir ,  fays 
the  Knave,  be  not  difcourag’d,  my  Life  for 
yours  we  have  the  Dog  home  with  us  this 
Night.  Then  taking  out  his  Scheme ,  and 
looking  very  earneftly,  he  mumbles  over 
what  came  next,  Saturn  in  the  fixth ,  in 
Opposition  to  Jupiter  in  the  fourth  Houfe ? 
Mercury  in  J  fine,  hut  Mars  has  fill  the 
jiJ cendant :  M after ,  fays  he,  rve  are  right $ 
your  Dog  I  am  Jure  is  not  a  Mile  from  this 
Crojs-rvay  ;  do  you  ride  gently  on  whifthng 
and  calling  out  for  him ,  rvhilft  I  ride  down 
here  a  quarter  of  a  Mile ,  to  yonder  Houfey 
and  do  toe  fame.  In  fhort,  the  poor  de¬ 
luded  ’Squire  taking  each  Houle  in  his 

way  ; 
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Way;  at  laft  looking  through  the  Pall  h 
fades  afore-mention’d,  fets  up  his  wonted 
Call  and  Whittle,  when  immediately  at 
the  Sound  of  the  Matter’s  Voice,  out 
comes  the  Dog  from  the  Houfe  to  the 
Rails,  ready  to  fly  over  them  :  The  Gen¬ 
tleman  over-joy’d,  knocks  boldly  at 
the  Door,  and  demands  his  Dog,  and 
wlultt  he  was  parlying  with  fome  of  the 
Family,  the  Conjurer,  as  if  knowing  no¬ 
thing  of  the  Matter,  rides  up,  fwears 
heartily  he  knew  the  Dog  to  be  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  ;  and  after  fome  high  Words, 
he  was.  let  at  Liberty  From  his  Confine¬ 
ment,  giving  every  one  fufficienc  Evi¬ 
dence,  by  his  frisking,  jumping,  and  run¬ 
ning  after  the  Horfe  he  was  ufed  to  fob 
low,  that  he  was  got  to  his  proper  Owner. 
And  thus,  in  great  Joy  they  both  ride 
Home,  the  Gentleman  for  having  got  his 

Dog,  and  T - r  as  well  pleafed,  not  only 

for  that  he  had  out-witted  the  ’Squire,  and 
fo  ealily  earned  his  two  Guineas,  but  that 
hence  forward,  among  ignorant  People, 
he  fhould  be  deem’d  [as  he  was  indeed 
ever  after  to  the  Day  of  his  Death,  when 
by  thefe  Cheats  of  Fortune-telling,  Water- 
cajling ,  and  the  like,  he  left  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  Pounds]  a  very  Conjurer. 

But  leaving  thefe  Stories,  into  which  I 
have  been  led,  as  it  were,  unawares,  by 

the 
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the  Contrivances  of  one  kind  or  other, 
of  thefe  Knavifh  People,  to  impofe  upon 
the  unwary  :  ft  may  be  ask’d  by  fome^ 
fince  the  Pra&ice  is  So  common,  not  with 
Quacks  only,  but  feme  Phyficians  alfo,  to 
have  the  fame  brought  to  them  for  In- 
fpeCtion,  if  I  believe  no  Knowledge 
more  than  I  have  before  hinted  in  the 
late  Story  of  the  Country  Man,  can  be 
taken  from  the  Sick  Perfori’s  Urine  ?  I  an- 
fwer,  in  focne  Cafes,  very  little ;  in  others, 
more  ;  in  others,  none  at  all  •,  and  in 
none,  fuch  fufficient  Intimations  as  [with¬ 
out  farther  inquiry  before  alfo  remark’d* 
feeing  the  Patient,  examining  his  Pulfe, 
and  taking  the  State  of  his  Cafe  in  feve- 
ral  other  Interrogatories,  from  his  own 
Mouth]  fhould  induce  a  prudent  Practi¬ 
tioner,  to  order  any  Remedy  for  the  fame 
for  it  is  apparent,  fo  very  uncertain  is  this 
Guide,  that  oftentimes  a  Perfon  in  per¬ 
fect  Health,  unlefs  perhaps  feme  little 
Cold  upon  him,  as  ’cis  called,  yet  Eating, 
Drinking,  and  Sleeping  well,  lhall  make 
a  turbid  or  foul  Urine  ;  whilft  others  la¬ 
bouring  under,  fome  dangerous  Sicknefs, 
or  perhaps  nigh  the  Point  of  Death,  lhall 
make,  to  all  Appearance,  one  much  bet¬ 
ter  ;  and,  truly,  in  fome  Malignant  Fevers 
[which,  of  all  others,  are  the  molt  fatal] 
the  Urine  will  frequently  appear  like  to 
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that  in  the  Time  of  Health,  the  Difeafe 
being  here  feated  rather  in  the  Spirits,, 
than  the  groffer  Humours  of  the  Blood. 
A  high  colour'd  Vrine  fhews  commonly 
fome  great  Inflammation  therein  ;  but 
whether  the  Complaint  be  in  the  Head, 
the  Breajl,  Belly ,  or  univerfally  all  over 
the  Body,  is  uncertain;  and  no  Man  can 
fay  [but  by  meer  Guefs]  that  the  Perfon 
who  made  the  fame,  has  an  Inflammation 
on  the  Membranes ,  particularly  of  the  Brain , 
or  a  Pleurify,  a  Cholick ,  or  a  Rkeumatifm ♦ 
A  very  pale  Water  on  the  other  hand,  is 
often  made  in  Fevers  alfo,  portending 
great  danger,  by  the  Matter  taking  to 
the  Head,  and  threatening  Convulflons ; 
yet  the  fame,  or  like  Water  is  made,  as 
I  have  obferv’d  before,  by  Hyftencal  Wo¬ 
men,  and  fome  ohfiruffed  Virgins ,  alfo  after 
drinking  French ,  White ,  and  Rhemfb 
Wines  ;  fo  that  it  would  be  the  Height  of 
Raftmefs,  to  ground  our  Judgment  folely 
upon  this  wavering  and  uncertain  Bot¬ 
tom  ;  or  to  diredl  Medicines  by  a  Specu¬ 
lation  of  Colours ,  or  Confi/iencies  either  in 
the  Patient's  Vrine  *  which  may  Be  fo 
many  ways  diverfify’d,  and  have  fo  many 
little  Accidents,  unforefeen  by  the  niceffc 
Judgment,  concurring  to  their  producti¬ 
on*  'Tis  allow’d,  that  a  bloody  Water 
fhows  commonly  the  Kjdney to  be affeflted. 
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efpecially  if  in  great  quantity,  the  Blad¬ 
der  feldom  furnifhing  hut  little  ;  yet  it  is 
not  irhpolftble  for  other  Caufes,  out  of 
the  Blood,  to  fupply  the  like  Appear-* 
ance;  fo  that  without  farther  Enquiry*' 
it  would  be  rafh  to  lay  pofitively,  fuch  a. 
Perfon  has  therein  [L  mean  his  Kjdney'} 
either  Stone  or  Gravel.  A  Water  with 
Corruption,  or  which  Phyficians  call  pu¬ 
rulent,  indicates  fome  Dicer  ;  a  rvbeyijlf 
Jlimy  one ,  and  fometimes  branny  Scales ,  & 
Stone  therewith  ;  yet  even  here  art  En¬ 
quiry  after  the  Seat  of  the  Pain,  whether  id 
the  Loyns  or  bottom  of  the  Belly,  al'fo  after 
the  Way  of  rendering  the  Urine ,  the  Courfe 
of  Life ,  Diet ,  and  fevefal  other  Queries^ 
are  neceffary  to  give  us  a  farther  and  more 
Certain  Inflight;  A  large  Meal  like  Settling, 
gives  Notice  of  an  inward  Decay  or  Wait¬ 
ing,  arid  confequentfy  threatens'  a  Con* 
fumption  ;  yet  there  are  fame  [and  more 
efpecially  the  Female  Sex,  whofe  Water 
is  feldom  fo  well  con/tituced  this  way  ai 
the  Man’s}  who  lead  an  urraftive  Life| 
Feeding  and  Sleeping  much,  that  fcarce 
ever  make  any  other,  yec  fee  nr  not  to  lofe 
their  Fiefh  [at  lealt  do  not  at  prefemj 
but  rather  grow  it  ill  more  Corpulent  and 
fJnWeildy.  One  alio,  under  a  Fit  of  the 
Cbohck  [efpecially  the  fame  going  of?} 
fhaflt  make  a  higb-tolouy'd  hxividl  Vrinei 

L  an  A 
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and  in  fmall  quantity  too,  as  does  another 
in  the  Dropfy .  He  who  has  taken  Rhubarb , 
fliall  be  deem’d  the  fame  Day,  upon  only 
feeing  his  Urine,  to  have  the  Jaundice  j 
and  every  body  knows,  that  a  common 
bfiftering  Plaifter  apply’d  to  the  Neck* 
fhall  give  mod  exquifite  Pains  in  the  Blad¬ 
der,  occafioning  Strangury ,  bloody  Water , 
Slime  and  Skins ,  like  thofe  from  an  Ulcer 
or  Stone  in  the  faid  part.  But  why  do  I 
fpend  time  upon  a  Subjedl,  about  which 
iione  of  you  are  proper  Judges,  or  of 
which  you  have  fcarce  any,  at  lead  no 
right  Ideas  ?  The  Ardft  knows  all  this 
to  be  liri&ly  true,  and  he  who  tells  you 
Other  wife  [ 'or  that  by  his  particular  Know¬ 
ledge  this  way,  he  can  find  out  all  your  Di~ 
Jlempers)  the  fever al  Parts  affecled  :  whether 
it  be  a  Man's,  Woman’s,  or  Child's  Water ; 
whether  a  Woman  be  with  Child  ;  nay  fhll 
farther  [as  you  fee  fome  have  done]  whe¬ 
ther  of  a  Boy  or  Girl  ;  with  twenty  other 
lying  Stones  and  Fooleries  of  another  kind ] 
intends  only  to  cheat  you  at  belt  of  your 
Money,  and  7cis  odds  [if  trotting  farther  to 
his  Judgment]  he  bereave  you  not  of  Life. 

Fourthly  and  Lafily ,  Having  fpoken  fo' 
much  of  other  Matters  in  fome  wife  there¬ 
unto  related,  I  hope  there  will  be  need 
now  of  the  lefs  Caution,  if  any,  that  you 
take  care  you  are  not  drawn  in  by  a  Fool 

or 
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or  Merry-Andrew,  as  he  is  called  by  you, 
upon  a  Mountebank’s  Stage,  where  you  are 
in  double  danger  of  having  your  Pocket 
pick’d,  either  by  the  lelfer  Knave  aiuf 
much  honefter  Craftfman  below  in  the 
Crowd,  whilft  you  are  gaping  at  the 
Tumbler,  or  liftening  to  the  Fool’s  Dia¬ 
logue  ;  or  by  the  Greater  above  in  the 
Laced  Coat  or  Cloak,  who  tells  you  not 
one  Word  of  Truth  in  his  fulfomeiy  re¬ 
peated  Story  of  the  great  Virtues  of  each 
particular  Medicine  lh  his  Budget,  which 
if  you  rightly  underftood,  you  would  not 
fin  the  common  Phrafe]  give  unto  the 
Dog  you  had  any  regard  to ;  nor  has  he 
truly  any  other  Defign  at  the  Bottom,  than 
by  his  gawdy  Tinfel  Appearance,  like  the 
ftroling  Comedians,  to  amufe  your  out¬ 
ward  Senfes,  whilft  with  his  poor  dull 
Rhetorick,  he  is  flourifhing  you  out  of 
your  inward,  I  mean  your  Intellects,  in 
order  to  put  off  a  Parcel  of  mo  ft  unwhol- 
fome  Trafh,  made  up  into  Packets,  which 
tho9  in  Truth  and  Reality  good  for  no* 
thing,  uniefs  to  make  you  Sick  or  Lame, 
and  fo  confequently  more  Work  for  the 
Phvfician  or  Surgeon,  he  would  have  you 
believe  will  cure  you  ail  of  Sicknds  of 
Lamenefs,  and  fave  you  the  Charge  of 
both.  By  naming  the  Comedian ,  1  was 
put  in  Mind  of  a  Set  of  thofe  People  I 

L  2  '  have 
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have  heard  of,  who  making  no  Earnings 
of  their  Play,  alter’d  their  farce,  and  be¬ 
ing  drefs’d  for  the  Work,  [the  Doctor  in 
his  fine  laced  Cloak,  another  like  a  Jack? 
Pudding,  others  in  Liveries,  perfonating 
his  Wor (hip’s  Servants]  at  another  Coun¬ 
try  Market  they  had  a  Stage  built  up, 
and  fold  as  many  Packets  the  firft  Hour 
or  two  of  their  Entrance  upon  this  new 
Contrivance,  as  they  expeQed  they  mult 
have  been  a  whole  Day  in  putting  off, 
Thefe  Remedies  were  only  three  feveral 
Powders  in  one  Packet ,  the  firft  a  little 
Chalk,  pall’d  their  White;  the  fecond,  a 
Brickbat  finely  fifrecl,  called  their  Red; 
and  the  third,  a  piece  of  Charcoal,  finely 
powder’d  after  the  fame  manner,  call’d 
the  A'jhiopidtt  or  black  Powder,  which 
were  all  to  have  their  feveral  Shares  in  cu¬ 
ring  their  dear  Countrymen  [who  hood  iq, 
much  more  need  of  worming  or  cutting  out 
their  Eye-Teeth]  of  alt  their  Diftempers  ; 
and  after  which,  the  Ample  Multitude  ran 
a  Madding  in  fuch  manner,  that  no  one 
Reckon’d  himfelf  now  fare  who  had  not 
perhaps  half  a  Dozen  Packets  in  PolTeffion, 
his  Worfhip  giving  out,  he  was  going  the 
Week  following  to  attend  upon  fome  great 
Prince  who  had  fent  for  him  ilbroad  ;  fq 
fhat  now  or  never  was  the  Time  to  come 


into  PoJTeifion  of  this  iqvaluable  Treafure. 

’  ‘  W  rr  t 
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To  the  fame  Purpofe  is  the  Story  of  our 

Mad  E —  of  R - r,  who  [to  (how  the 

Eafinefs  of  our  common  People  to  be  taken 
by  thefe  Guiles]  himfelf  in  one  of  his 
Frolicks,  putting  on  his  Velvet  Jacket 
[much  uled  inthofe  Days  by  the  Mounter 
banks]  afcends  the  Stage,  and  being 
Mafter  of  a  fmooth  Tongue,  could  in  this 
way  have  taken  what  Money  he  pleas’d, 
and  fold  off  a  common  Tintfure  of  Saffron 
for  an  Aurum  potabile  [prepar’d  for  the 
Good  ftill  of  the  Publick]  at  a  good 
round  Price, 

To  this  Gang  belongs  the  middle  Form 
of  thefe  Phyfic-Pedlers ,  thofe  who  ride 
about  our  Streets  on  Horfeback,  and  the 
loweft,  the  poor  Rogues  on  Foot,  with 
their  Trumpeters  to  gather  the  Crowd, 
to  whom  they  fell  a  little  Pitch  and  Rofin 
daubed  over  a  brown  Paper  for  their  out¬ 
ward  Maladies  of  all  forts,  and  a  Horfe 
Purge,  as  I  have  remark’d  before,  for  all 
their  inward.  Upon  thefe,  I  fay  [the 
very  Dregs  of  Mankind]  1  fhall  not  en¬ 
large,  there  being  few,  I  hope,  fo  weak, 
to  be  taken  in  this  Snare,  comparatively 
with  the  reli  ;  and  to  conclude,  if  what  I 
have  already  deliver'd  to  them  in  the  fore¬ 
going  Pages,  will  not  fuffice  to  forewarn 
them  of  the  Danger,  I  fball,  however, 
have  this  Satisfaction  to  my  felf,  that  the 

Coji- 
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Confequence  will  not  reft  at  my  Door, 
who  never  pretended  to  find  them  better' 
Underftandings,  only  plain  Arguments  to 
work  on  thofe  they  have  already.  Yet: 
farther  to.  take  away  all  Qbftacles  of  this 
Nature,  and  to  Ihow  them  where  they 
may  be  fafe  in  their  feveral  Diftrefles, 
and  not  be  impofed  on  by  fome  empty 
Show  or  vain  Pretenfion,  I  fhall  here  [as 
I  fir  ft  promis’d]  infert  an  e^a£l  Lift  of  the 
feveral  Members  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Fhyficians  in  London,  as  I  find  them  upon 
the  laft  printed  Catalogue,  by  Order  of 
the  Worfbipful  Prefident  and  the  Learned 
Cenfors ,  with  the  feveral  Places  of  their 
Residence  or  Habitations,  which  was  per¬ 
fectly  unneceffary  as  to  Apothecaries  and 
Surgeons ,  the  former  keeping  open  Shops 
in  all  parts  of  the  Town  ;  the  latter,  tho’ 
more  private,  having  Signs  with  their 
Names,  by  which  they  are  commonly  as 
well  known  to  all  thole  who  ftand  in  need 
of  their  Afliftance. 

Postscript. 

Upon  fupervifing  the  foregoing  Trea- 
tife,  1  find,  through  fome  Occalion 
or  other,  in  almoft  every  Page,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  make  life  of  the  Words 
Quack  and  Empiric  [for  I  take  them  pro- 
j  mifcuoufly 
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mifcuoufly  the  one  for  the  other]  fo  that 
fome  Perfons  might  reafonably  have  ex¬ 
pected,  I  fhould  firft  of  all  have  laid 
down  my  own  particular  Definition  there¬ 
of;  to  comply  with  which,  altho’  the 
fame  happen’d  to  be  poftpon’d,  I  have  here 
in  my  own  way,  enter’d  fuch  Explication. 

Firft  then,  ftri&ly  fpeaking,  I  call  him 
a  Quack,  who  having  been  bred  up  to  a 
Mechanic  Employment,  or  it  may  be  to 
none  at  all,  does  after,  with  fome  Receipt 
left  to,  or  given  him,  or  taken  out  of  a 
Book  of  Phyfick,  fet  up  for  a  Do&or  or 
Surgeon,  printing  of  Bills,  and  pretending 
therein  to  the  Cure  of  any  one  or  more 
Difeafes. 

t  1 

Secondly,  in  a  fomewhat  larger  Senfe 
I  call  him  a  Quack,  who  altho’  pofiibly 
he  may  have  liv’d  a  Year,  two,  or  three, 
with  one  or  other  of  the  Profeffion,  yet 
after  quits  the  fame,  at  leaft  lies  by,  till 
finding  no  other  way  of  fubfifting,  with 
this  pitiful  Stock  of  Knowledge,  he  a- 
mufes  fome  ignorant  People  whom  he 
preys  on ;  but  being  fully  confcious  of  his 
own  Infufficiency  to  pafs  Mufter,  declines 
the  qualifying  himfelf  according  to  the 
Rules  of  that  Body  of  Men,  of  which  at 
firft  he  was  intended  a  Member,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fereen  himfelf  by  fome  B - ’s 

or  A - B - ’s  Licenfe,  from  their  Re- 

fentments.  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  in  a  yet  larger,  I  count  him 
iio  better,  who  having  been  legally  bred 
up,  does  after,  upon  fome  fraudulent* 
felfilh,  or  other  finifter  Profpect,  fo  fat 
diihonour  his  Profelfion,  as,  Quack-like ,  to 
fet  forth  Advertifements  for  felling  of  fome 
particular  Medicines ;  nay,  in  Truth,  of 
all  the  relt  he  is  the  moft  inexcufable, 
fince  he  knows  [at  leallwife  Ihould]  that 
no  Remedy  this  way  diftributed,  with¬ 
out  farther  Knowledge  of  the  Patient,  or 
Enquiry  into  his  Condition,  can  be  fo  or¬ 
der’d,  but  that  in  the  main,  it  will  do 
abundantly  more  Harm  than  Good ; 
whereas  the  other,  through  direft  Igno¬ 
rance  of  Human  Bodies,  and  the  manner 
of  the  Operation  of  Medicines  therein, 
are  little  or  nothing  apprifed  of  this  Truth. 

Fourthly  and  Laltiy,  Coftn-German  to  a 
Quack  is  every  Man,  who  being  brought 
up  to  any  fingle  Branch  of  the  Profelfion,- 
whether  Phyjtck ,  properly  fo  denominated, 
'Pharmacy  or  C  birurgery,  intermeddles  in  all 
three,  to  the  Prejudice  of  fome  of  the  refij 
and  to  the  Scandal  in  general  of  the  ho- 
neft  Practice  of  Phyfick  ;  for  altho’  in  the 
Beginning  or  Infancy  thereof,  it  wa i 
cultomary  for  the  lame  Perfon  to  prefide 
over  the  whole  as  a  lingie  Province,  yet 
fince  Mankind  were  fo  multiplied,  and 
efpeoially  in  large  Cities  and  Towns,  thd 


The  Modern  flacks.  i  <j  ^ 

Work  was  found  too  much  for  one  or  the 
fame  Pra&itioner,  to  drefs  Wounds,  fefc 
broken  Bones,  make  up  Medicines,  con- 
fult  with,  and  direft  for  the  Sick,  and 
therefore  with  great  Wifdom  have  our 
Anceftors  made  a  Tripple  or  Threefold 
Divifion  thereof ;  and  our  Kings  and 
Princes  granted  unto  each  their  feverai 
Charters  for  their  better  Government, 
with  fuch  Privileges  and  Immunities  alfe 
unto  each  Society,  as  they  have  thought 
fit  or  meet;  fo  that  each  Tranfgreffor 
thereof  may  be  now  look’d  on  as  a  kind 
of  f alfe  Brother  by  the  reft,  and  [fetting 
afide  the  Skirts  of  the  Town,  with  all 
Country  Villages,  where  no  better  or 
other  Help  is  at  hand,  and  where  each 
fets  up  for  an  Ambi  or  [if  I  might  coy  a 
a  Word]  a  Tri-dexter'}  a  Trefpaffer  alfo  on 
the  Law  of  Nature,  i.  e .  doing  as  he 
would  not  willingly  be  done  unto. 


M 
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LIST  of  all  the  feveraS 

Members  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  refiding  at  this  pre¬ 
sent  Time  in  the  City  of  London, ■ 
and  Parts  near  adjacent,  with  the 
Places  of  their  feveral  Abodes  or 
Habitations,  taken  from  the  laft 
Catalogue  thereof,  printed  by 
Order  of  the  Prefident  and  Cen- 
fors  of  the  faid  College,  Janu¬ 
ary  the  10th,  17a. 


Aleman  near  Kjng-fireet%  Weft* 
mlnfier . 

Harris  in  South  ampton-Scyu  are. 

Mills  in  Salisbury ‘Court. 

Slare  in  Bartleys-  Buildings  %  Holborn, 
Robinjon  at  Cbaring-Crofs . 

Gray 9  L'eicejler* Street. 

Dr.  |  Le  Fever  in  Little  Marlbororiyh-Street i 
Sloan  in  Great  Ruffel-Street 9  Bloomf* 
bury. 

Blackmore  at  Sadlers- Hall. 

Robin  fan  in  Norfolk- Street. 

Gibbons  in  Covent-Garden. 

Garth  in  St.  James7 s-Street. 
\Chdmberlen  [not  PaulJ  in  Covent-GdK 
\en. 
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•  rCade  in  the  Old-Baiky. 

Brook  in  Leaden  hall-Street. 

Woodward  in  Grefbarn-College. 

Harvey  in  Petty-France,  Weft  min  ft  eL 
Hamilton  in  Bow*  Lane* 

R #  Moreton  at  Greenwich* 

Ladd  in  Caftle-Yard,  Holborn. 
Grimbaldfon  in  Fleet - ftreet . 

Levett  at  the  Charter-Houfeo 
Crowe  in  Throgmor ton-Street 0 
Plumptre  in  Lawrence-Lane. 

Jr  but  knot  in  Dover-Street. 

Shadwell  in  Windmill- St  recto 

Colmer  in  Fleet -Street »  _  , 

-  .  :  '  ■  • 

,  Pellet ?  South  amp  ton-Street  ^  Covent-Gar - 
Dr.  {  Gardiner  in  Cecil-Street.  ( den. 

Mead  in  Southampton- Square. 

Hale  in  Lincolns- Inn-Fields, 

Friend  in  JermimStreet » 

Tyfon  in  Lime-Street, 

Weft  in  Red-lion-Square0 
Wagftajje  in  W arwick~C our t* 

Barrowb)  in  Lawrence- Lane* 

Hulfe  in  Love-Lanea 
Wadfworth  in  Aider  man  bury. 

Cox  in  Bafinghall-Streeto 
Gibfon  in  Bedford- Row. 

Stetgertahl,  St.  Jameses- Place. 

I  Coat  [worth  in  Fenchurch  Street, 

Tivil  at  Greenwich . 

Botterel  in  Bartholomew -Clc[e\ :  . 
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✓ Maudere ,  St.  Martins-Street,  Leicejler - 
Sylvejler  in  Soho-Square.  {Fields* 
C*  Morton  in  Devonjhir e-Square,  Bi - 
at  ljhngton.  (Jbopfgate-Street* 
Cockburn  in  St.  James's-Street . 

Cole  batch  in  Buckingham-Street . 
Cyprianus  in  Jermin-Street* 

Kj.it b  in  Gloucefler-Street . 

Lee  in  Spittle-Fields . 

J.  Turner  in  Wallbrook * 

Welfied  in  Tavijlock-Street . 

Watts  in  Bread-Street . 

Beirman  in  Burr-Street. 

Blondel  upon  Stepney  Caufway* 

D.  Turner  in  Bijbopfgate-Street. 

Cart  ledge  in  Wood-Street . 

Gorman  in  Little  Wild-Street , 

Eaton  in  Warwick- Court. 

Lewis  in  Bartlett*  s- Buildings* 

Browning  in  Broad-Street . 

\Beal ,  St*  Thomas  Apoflle . 


NR.  Thofe  Gentlemen  who  live  remote  from  the  Town 
are  here  omitted,  as  are  the  feveral  Dignities  and  Divifions 
into  Fellows,  Honorary  Fellows,  0Pr.  being  no  way  mate¬ 
rial  to  our  prefent  Delign  ;  which  was  to  let  you  know 
who  have  a  Right  to  Practice,  that  thereby  you  may  find 
out  who  have  not  ;  and  altho*  it  muft  be  granted  there 
are  degrees  of  Honour,  yet  has  each  of  the  above-men¬ 
tion ’d  Gentlemen  [by  their  Examination  at  the  Cenfors 
Board  being  found  qualify ’d]  the  fame  Common  College 
Seal  annexed  to  their  Licenfe,  in  J unification  of  their 
Paid  Practice. 


FINIS, 
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